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INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, January 18, 2011 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 1, 2011 7:00 p.m.
Agenda
I. Mayor/Council/Committee Reports
II. Ordinances and Resolutions
III. Citizen’s Forum
Indian Springs Village Telephone Directory
Number is 982-1755
For Town Hall Reservations please call Patricia
Crapet Voice Mail 327-8791
or E-Mail: ISVillage@aol.com

Website: www.indianspringsvillage.org

Editor’s Notes
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian
Springs Village, AL, established October 16,
1990. The mission of this newsletter is to foster
a spirit of community and co-operation. It is the
vehicle for reporting the monthly deliberations of
the mayor and council in town council meetings;
additionally it provides these officials and other
Villagers a means of communicating – it is a
“voice.” Expenses are covered by the efforts and
donations of ISV volunteers. Deliveries are made
at no charge by volunteer couriers.
Address letters to the editor and news items
to: Alison Stigers, Editor, 5110 Split Rail
Trail, Birmingham, Alabama, 35244; Tel: 2531605, Fax: 949-6279, or e-mail: alison@
indianspringsvillage.org.
The Village Voice is published the first week of
each month. Articles for the February edition
should be submitted by Friday, January 28, 2011.
All materials submitted for publication may be
edited, including letters to the editor, which
must be signed and give writer’s address and
phone number. All opinions expressed in this
newsletter are those of the authors of articles;
any opinions expressed should not be attributed
to the mayor or the council.
Editor’s Appreciation to
Indian Springs Village couriers for hand delivery
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing
Herb Robins for proofing

Indian Springs Village, Alabama

January 7, 2011

Message from the Mayor by Steve Zerkis
Our holiday season of Christmas, Hanukkah and New Year has come and
it’s still ours to enjoy. I hope it’s been a wonderful time for everyone. As
Pat and I drove around town in the evenings, it was nice to see the lights
and decorations on our homes, yards and posts. I appreciate the efforts
many of you have made to brighten up your homes and neighborhoods.
Many thanks to many of you who took the time to decorate our ISV street
signs with garlands and ribbons. The town looked very festive.
Many thanks to Margie Robins and her team who, again, did a wonderful
job of bringing some happiness to the children of twenty-three families this
Christmas. They purchased gifts, toys and other items they would not have
been able to have under their trees. As you may know, Margie works with
counselors at Oak Mountain schools to identify children who have real needs.
Thank you for your donations to the ISV Children’s Fund which made this
happen. Your contribution is to a very good cause and qualifies you as being
“angels”. Contributions to this fund are always needed and appreciated.
If you were near our Town Hall on Saturday afternoon, December 11,
you saw that our parking area was full most of the day. Many thanks to
the Crapet family for, again, inviting Santa to take a break from his very
busy schedule at the North Pole to visit our families. He patiently talked
with each child and sat for photos with everyone. We certainly appreciate
his visit. After he left, I spoke with an elf and she said Santa had the
largest turnout ever. Since Santa has his own special transportation, he
doesn’t have to fly through Atlanta. Lucky him!
A big thanks to everyone who contributed their time and energy in
making this town work in 2010. I can’t list all the names but virtually
everything done in this town is done by volunteers – a lot of volunteers. All
town work is done for the benefit of its residents. Your town government
is truly local. We have no professional staff, just interested and resourceful
residents, your neighbors, who get involved in the town. We would love for
you to give a hand. It might be only a few hours now and then to participate
on a commission or help set up one of our town events. Your help will be
appreciated. Feel free to contact me or any member of your Town Council.
Happy New Year 2011,
the start of a new decade.
Read all about Santa’s visit Page 4.
Andrew and May Knowlton bring McClain
for her first visit with Santa! I don't think
that McClain is very impressed....yet!

Town Council Meeting

The Christmas Party will be held after the next meeting.
Santa will be visiting our Town Hall on December 11
courtesy of the Crapet family.
Mayor Zerkis adjourned the meeting at 8:10.

December 7, 2010

The Indian Springs Village Town Council met at 7:00
p.m. at the Town Hall. The Mayor called the meeting
to order and the City Clerk called the roll. All Council
members were present except Stewart Dudley.
The meeting minutes for November 16 were presented
to the Council for approval. Bell-Guercio made a motion
to accept the minutes, seconded my Mendel. The motion
was accepted unanimously.
The Mayor presented the letters received from the
Oak Mountain schools stating how each plans to spend
their grant. The elementary school plans to purchase the
Discovery Education Program and a reading and math
comprehension program. The intermediate school will
purchase five new computers and library books. The
high school will purchase three Promethean boards and
the middle school plans to buy seven Samsung visual
presenters. The Mayor proposed issuing the school
grants. Robins made a motion to issue grants to the four
Oak Mountain schools for $4,000 each, seconded by
Bell-Guercio. The motion was accepted unanimously.
The landscaping proposal was discussed. The
entryway improvements, fencing and tree pruning and
maintenance were discussed in detail. A work session
will be held in January.
Jones gave an update on PAZ. There was no
quorum at the last meeting, but the new building code
was discussed. Ken Bush would like to re-subdivide
the Bankware property into one parcel. Other rezoning
issues were discussed. Bell-Guercio made a motion that
the PAZ consider rezoning the minimal lot size for E-1
to three acres, seconded by Mendel. The motion was
accepted unanimously.
For home-based businesses, Mayor Zerkis would
like to send a letter with the business license renewals
ensuring compliance with the zoning ordinance.
The City Clerk presented a resolution for the approval
for beer and wine sales at Shane’s Rib Shack. The
resolution was approved unanimously.
Robins gave an update on previous road maintenance
requests. Mile-marker 21 has been replaced. The signs
with faded reflectivity are being replaced. The shoulder
will be repaired. Jones asked about the debris clean-up
and construction sign removal. Robins will follow up.
Robins gave an update on the Children’s Fund. This
year we will be shopping for 23 kids and working with
Oak Mountain Elementary School Counselor, Hayden
Belisle. Robins noted that Mrs. Belisle was recently
named State Counselor of the Year.

Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Rasco, City Clerk

Do You Know Anyone Who
Wants to Annex?
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor

As you know, Indian Springs Village is a unique town
with an all-volunteer government and no town-levied
property taxes. Our town’s Comprehensive Plan does not
have any goals that include rapid and dense commercial
and residential property development. Our major goal
is to preserve the green environment we now have. Not
every property is in the corporate limits of Indian Springs
Village. If any of your neighbors now in unincorporated
Shelby County would like to annex into Indian Springs
Village, we invite them to join.
The annexation process is easy and there is no cost to the
property owner. Just call or email Kelly Rasco, our City
Clerk, and she will send an application form. Her contact
information is 981-1808 or Kelly@indianspringsvillage.
org. When the completed form is returned, we will obtain
a legal description of the property from Shelby County.
Those forms and the application will be given to the City
Council for approval in the form of an ordinance that
brings the property into ISV. That’s all there is to it. Do
a neighbor a favor and invite them to annex into ISV. If
they have any questions, they can reach me at 222-1079.

New Courier Needed

Once again we need to ask for a volunteer to deliver The
Village Voice. The route includes those homes located on
Indian Crest from Mountain Park to Arrowhead Lane.
If you are interested in volunteering, please contact
Alison Stigers at 253-1605 or email her at alison@
indiandspringsvillage.org. Thank you.

Building Permits

submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer
Applicant: Bruce Bodner
Owner: Bruce Bodner
Address: 143 Indian Gate Circle
Proposed Use: Remodel bath and rooms
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Garden Club Members to Hear about Bees and Flowers
by Ruth Goodwyn, Publicity Chair – Indian Springs Village Garden Club

After tidying up the Town Hall gardens in lieu of a November meeting and celebrating with the annual Christmas party,
members of the Indian Springs Garden Club are preparing for spring and thinking about bees and blossoms.
“Bees and Flowers” will be the topic of the January meeting January 27 at the Town Hall at 6:30 p.m. Sally Lee,
Jefferson County Extension Agent and a member of the Jefferson County Beekeepers Association, will be the speaker.
At that first meeting of the year, 2011 dues will be collected, new yearbooks distributed and suggestions for programs requested.
The Christmas party was held Sunday, December 12 at 1:00 p.m. at Eleanor Bennett’s house. Beautifully decorated, her
Christmas tree was a cedar tree that had been cut down on her property. It was so tall it reached to the top of a vaulted
skylight. Around it were placed the gifts for playing “Dirty Santa,” a favorite method of the group for distributing gifts after
the Christmas feast.

After School/Extended Day Program

2010 Pushing Pawns
Scholastic K-8 Team
Oak Mtn Intermediate Kids

2010 Pushing Pawns
Scholastic K-4 Team
Valley Intermediate Kids

2010 Birmingham Classic
Let’s Play Chess…
Metro Birmingham Area Kids
Classes * Excitement * Friends * Competition * Tournaments * Winners

Birmingham: (205) 663-3441 / Montgomery: (334) 868-0271
Email: Info@CaesarChess.com / Web: www.CaesarChess.com

2011 Winter Semester
Registration Ends: Monday, January 10th
Make checks out for all fees - payable to: Caesar Chess

4524 Southlake Parkway, Suite 34 – PMB 310, Birmingham, AL 35244

Class is for students (K-8) who want to play chess.
Day
Time
Tuition
Supplies
Semester
ONE TIME
JAN 10th
$120
Week
thru
Per
3PM
$10
th
Days
Semester NON-REFUNDABLE APR 29
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Santa Claus Visits the Village
by Tricia Crapet, Town Hall Curator

With a twinkle in his eyes and the jingle of his sleigh bells,
Santa Claus arrived at the Indian Springs Village Town Hall
for his annual visit on December 11, 2010! Excited children
of all ages were waiting in great anticipation of the jolly old
elf’s appearance, many with wish lists in hand, and a few
hoping against all hope that Santa was not aware that they had
been a little naughty this year! The familiar “HO! HO! HO!”
resounded in the children’s ears, while visions of all the latest
toys, games and electronic gadgets danced in their heads!
Santa’s yearly visit to the ISV Town Hall is always a
treat for children - young and old – who come to tell Santa
all their Christmas wishes. Santa Claus was cheery in his
red suit trimmed in white fur, and joked with some of the
children about whether their parents had been good or bad this
year! Santa’s “children” were from all age groups, and included
Moms, Dads, Grandmas and Grandpas, Aunts, Uncles, cousins
and other extended family members and friends. Santa spent as
much time with each child as they wanted, while parents and
family members snapped photos for a lifetime of being able to
relive the fantastic reality that IS Santa Claus.
Santa’s elves were very busy this year taking photos and
serving food to the enthusiastic crowd. Everyone was dressed
in their Christmas best for Santa! As in previous years, Santa
gave each child a gift of crayons after he listened intently to
their wishes and dreams! Both children and adults waited
patiently for their turn to give Santa an earfull!
Mrs. Santa had been busy all week preparing and
baking many homemade goodies for Village families to enjoy
while waiting for their turn to sit on Santa’s lap! The smell of
hot mulled apple cider hit the spot on this cold day, while friends
and neighbors enjoyed each other’s company and caught up on
family and neighborhood happenings. Many Moms expressed
relief in that this year there would be no standing in line at the
mall for hours to get a glimpse of what must only be one of
Santa’s helpers, and not the REAL Santa himself!
Santa and Mrs. Claus would like to thank Cathy Crapet,
Olivia Weingarten, Beth Tortorici, Marylin Tombrello, Joseph
Crapet, Frank Tombrello, Jennifer Tombrello, Sarah Carter,
and new mom Stephanie Tortorici-Johnson for helping with
hostess duties, and rookie elf Jennifer Schwab for helping Santa
and the families with all their needs for the day. A big thanks to
Marylin Tombrello and Olivia Weingarten for bringing some of
their delicious fresh-baked goodies, as well!
Remember to be good EVERY day, because Santa is
always watching!!!
Top to bottom: The Stovall family - Jamie, Jerry, Becky, Kristen, and Ansley visit with Santa every year!
Santa affects some children in the most surprising ways! One precious little
munchkin slept through the whole experience!
Santa is listening intently to Brayden, as beaming parents Austin and Alyson
Smith, proudly look on.
Katherine and Matthew Rasco are all smiles for Santa! Parents are Brian and
Kelly Rasco.
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Alabama Wildlife Center
Upcoming Events

In Memoriam
Theresa M. Pardi
We wish to offer sympathy to the family of Clara and
Anthony J. Pitts at the death of Clara’s sister, Theresa
Pardi. Ms. Pardi, age 79 of Birmingham, passed away
November 26, 2010. She was preceded in death by her
parents, Sam and Bernice Pardi; sister, Phania Carbonie;
and brother, Tony Pardi. She is survived by her brother,
Albert Pardi, sister Clara and many nieces and nephews. A
Mass of Christian burial was held on Tuesday November
30 at St. Paul’s Cathedral. The family wishes to thank
all family and friends who helped during her extended
sickness, especially the staff at Greenbriar Nursing Home
and the New Beacon Hospice.

by Janet Byars, Administrative Assistant

• Sunday, January 9 and February 6, 1:00 p.m. – Volunteer
Orientation; Introduction to AWC
• Sunday, January 16 at 1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. (the
program will be presented twice to accommodate the
anticipated attendance) – Audubon Teaches Nature at
the Alabama Wildlife Center: An Introduction to Birds of
Prey with guest speakers John and Dale Stokes of SOARSouth. Several species of raptors are found in Alabama.
We are fascinated by their specialized adaptations and
hunting prowess. Save Our American Raptors – South is
committed to educating the public about these magnificent
creatures. Their lively and informative programs feature
free-flying birds, ensuring an unforgettable experience
for all. Be sure to come early to enjoy refreshments and
conversation in the AWC Observation Room and don’t
forget to bring your camera! This opportunity to enjoy
such close encounters with these magnificent birds is
one you and your family will not want to miss! Due to
the shortness of a winter’s day and the two programs
scheduled, a nature walk after the program is not planned.
Free after admission to Oak Mountain State Park.
• Saturday, February 12, 7-10:00 p.m. – Wild About
Chocolate, the 7th annual Valentine Gala benefitting the
Alabama Wildlife Center features a variety of chocolate
concoctions from Birmingham’s best restaurants, caterers
and bakeries. Also: savory appetizers, beverages including
complimentary wine, silent auction, live auction with
Ken Jackson and music from The Neo Jazz Collective.
Location: The Harbert Center, 2019 4th Avenue, N.,
Birmingham, AL 35203 (complimentary parking in the
Birmingham Parking Authority Deck #3 located directly
across the street from the entrance to The Harbert Center).
Tickets: $75 per person in advance (by Friday, 2/11/11 at
5:00 p.m.); $100 per person at the door.
Reserved Table: $750 for 8 seats (advance purchase only,
by Friday, 2/11/11 at 5:00 p.m.). Cocktail attire.

James “Jabo” “Poppie” Wood, a long-time resident of
Indian Springs, celebrated his 80th birthday on November
24th. Here he is pictured with his great-grandchildren,
Jake and Sarah Dean. Jake is a kindergartener at Oak
Mountain Elementary School.

TOPS Weight Loss Support
Group Meetings
TOPS (Take Off Pounds Sensibly) is a non-profit, non-commercial
weight-loss support organization with thousands of associate
chapters in the United States and Canada.
TOPS will meet every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. at St. Francis
Episcopal Church on Highway 119 in Indian Springs. For more
information, call 620-0602.
Another TOPS group meets at St Francis Church at 10:30 a.m.
each Tuesday. For information, call 995-2166 or 408-9340.
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ISS Students
Honored for
Accomplishments in
Poetry
submitted

by Melanie Kieve,
Assistant Director of Development
OMHS PTO: Creating dynamic partnerships between parents, students,
teachers and the community that produce excellence in learning
today and exceptional leaders tomorrow

January 29, 2011

You are cordially invited to our

Eagle Vision
Dinner & Auction

4:30-8:00 p.m.
Oak Mountain High School
Dinner Tickets $15 adult, $10 child age 10 & under
Silent Auction, Entertainment

Come support our school!

For ticket information, please contact Sandy Jackson
(sandyj@sheffieldrisk.com) or Cynthia Jones(995-8483).
Donations/Items for auction accepted through Beth Jones (school: 682-5200).
Evening sponsored by OMHS PTO. 100% of proceeds directly benefit
the academics of Oak Mountain High School.

Three Indian Springs School
students have been honored for
their accomplishments in poetry.
ISS sophomores Benjamin Kitchens
of Indian Springs and Alice Marson
of Mountain Brook took home
honors at the Alabama regional
finals of the national Poetry Out
Loud Competition, which took place
December 7 at the Bama Theater in
Tuscaloosa. Marson’s recitation of her
poem “To Rosie” earned first place in
the part of the competition featuring
original poem recitations. Kitchens
placed third overall in the part of the
competition that featured the recitation
of poems from the Poetry Out Loud
anthology. With their performances,
Kitchens and Marson earned spots in
the state Poetry Out Loud competition
in Montgomery on February 21,
and they will have a selection of
their original poems published in a
chapbook produced by Slash Pine
Press. Poetry Out Loud is sponsored
by the National Endowment for the
Arts and the Poetry Foundation.
Three poems by ISS junior Emily
Cutler of Hoover were accepted for
publication in the Fall 2010 issue
of the Minetta Review, New York
University’s literary magazine.

Oak Mtn. Middle raises $24,640 for Toys for Tots

By Corinne Alcazar, Alabama’s 13.com (Information from Shelby County Schools originally published 12/8/10, with additions by Steve Zerkis)

Each year, Oak Mountain Middle School students set a goal of $20,000 for the local Toys for Tots campaign. And each year
they not only reach that goal, but they exceed it, guaranteeing that many deserving children in Central Alabama will have
presents under their Christmas trees.
This year the students raised $24,640. The school has raised nearly $250,000 since it first began its annual Toys for Tots campaign
in 1999. The school holds the national record for the largest school donation for Toys for Tots with $42,000 raised in 2006.
“We are just so proud of these students,” Haynes said. “This year, the Marines have contacted us and told us that they are relying
on our donation more than ever this year, so I am just really proud of how our students will be able to make a difference for them.”
The Toys for Tots project at Oak Mountain Middle School is led by its National Jr. Honor Society. On Thursday, December
16, the National Jr. Society students spent the morning shopping at Toys-R-Us in Hoover. That afternoon, school principal Larry
Haynes held a student assembly where the toys were presented to representatives of the U.S.Marine Corps who sponsor Toys for
Tots. Because of their outstanding performance, the Oak Mountain Toys for Tots program was able to obtain matching funds to
make the overall benefit close to $50,000. This was an outstanding achievement by students of the Oak Mountain Middle School.
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January Happenings

Teen Scene

by Cecelia Dean,
North Shelby Library Youth Services Department

January 10th – Teen Group Meeting – 6-7:00 p.m.:
This group is open to 6th through 12th graders. Join us
to discuss what you've read lately, work on fun writing
exercises and give us your input for upcoming programs
and materials for the teen department. Please call
(205)439-5512 or email nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org for
more information.
January 22nd – Teen Anime Festival Day – 11:00
a.m.-3:00 p.m.: Join us in the meeting room for a day
full of popular anime, exotic treats and making candy
sushi! Please call (205)439-5512 or email nsyouth@
shelbycounty-al.org for more information.
Teen Book Pick of the Month – Empty by Suzanne
Weyn: It's the near future - the very near future - and the
fossil fuels are running out. No gas. No oil. Which means
no driving. No heat. Supermarkets are empty. Malls have
shut down. Life has just become more local than we ever
knew it could be. Nobody expected the end to come this
fast. And in the small town of Spring Valley, decisions that
once seemed easy are quickly becoming matters of life
and death. There is hope – there has to be hope – just as
there are also sacrifices that need to be made, and a whole
society that needs to be rethought. Teens like Nicki, Tom
and Leila may find what they need to survive. But their
lives are never going to be the same again. (From Product

Special Programming

Mondays, January 24th and 31st – 3:30, 3:50 and
4:10 p.m.: “Sit, Stay, Read!” A non-profit organization
through Hand-in-Paw dedicated to providing volunteer
services to children. “Sit, Stay, Read!” brings children
together with specially trained dogs to help them gain
more confidence in their reading abilities in an individual
setting at the North Shelby Library that is supportive,
relaxed and furry! All ages. Registration required. Call
or email the Children’s Department at 439-5504 or
NorthShelbyYouth@gmail.com for more information.
Friday, January 14th – 4-5:30 p.m.: “Family Movie
Day: Tinker Bell and the Great Fairy Rescue.” Join us
for Disney’s new exciting and imaginative movie about
friendship and faith. All ages welcome. Refreshments served.
Tuesday, January 18th – 4:00 p.m.: Winter Picture
Frame. Remember your favorite winter memory while
making this snowy picture frame. All ages. Registration
required. Call or email the Children’s Department at 4395504 or NorthShelbyYouth@gmail.com for more information.
Wednesday, January 19th at 1:00 p.m.: Homeschool
Hangout: Winter Fun. Participate in cool experiments,
icy activities and enjoy some special winter treats. Ages
8-12. Registration required. Call or email the Children’s
Department at 439-5504 or NorthShelbyYouth@gmail.
com for more information.

Description)

Winter Safety Tips

Story-Time Programming

Toddler Tales
Mondays, January 3rd, 10th, 24th and 31st –10:30 &
11:30 a.m.: Stories, songs, fingerplays and crafts make up
a lively 30 minute program designed especially for short
attention spans. Registration will begin one week prior to
each storytime. Ages 19-36 months. Registration required.
Call the Children’s Department at 439-5504 to sign up.
Baby Tales Story Time
Tuesdays, January 11th and 25th – 10:30-11:00 a.m.:
A story time designed especially for babies and their
caregivers. Stories and music provide interaction for the
babies and time for caregivers to talk and share with each
other. No siblings please. Ages: Birth to 18 months.
Registration required. Registration begins two weeks
prior to program date. Call the Children’s Department at
439-5504 to sign up.
Mr. Mac (Storyteller Extraordinaire!)
Wednesdays, January 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th at
10:45 a.m.: Stories, puppets, and lots of music for every
member of the family. All ages. No registration required.
P. J. Story Time
Thursdays, January 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th at 7:00
p.m.: Come in your PJs, have milk and cookies and hear
some wonderful bedtime tales. All ages. No registration
required.

submitted by Shelly Thomason,
Shelby County Community Services Coorinator
More home fires happen during the winter months than
any other time of the year, mainly due to home heating
devices. People age 65 and older are three times more likely
to die or be injured in a home fire as those younger than
65. In addition, heating devices and household appliances
that are fueled by gas, oil, kerosene or wood in a closed-up
house can also produce deadly carbon monoxide gas. Some
simple things seniors can do to protect themselves are:
• Install smoke and carbon monoxide detectors on every
level of the home and check the batteries every month and
change them at least once a year.
• If you’re using a space heater, remember that space
heaters need space. Keep anything that can burn at least
three feet away from the heater and, if you’re looking to
by a new space heater get one that automatically shuts off
if the heater falls over.
• If you use a wood-burning fireplace, make sure you have a
glass front or screen large enough to catch flying sparks and
rolling logs. Have the chimney flue pipe checked once a year.
• Get an ABC multipurpose fire extinguisher for the home,
learn how to use it and check it yearly to be sure it is
working properly.
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The Episcopal Church of St. Francis of Assisi will have its second annual used book sale Friday through Sunday, February
25-27, in the parish hall at the church located at 3545 Cahaba Valley Road in Indian Springs. Friday night will be a sneak
peek and purchase opportunity, with wine, cheese and desserts as well as live music. Paperbacks will sell for fifty cents
and hardcovers will cost one dollar each. The sale will include more than 6,000 books. All profits go to outreach. For more
information, or to donate books, call Tim Shaffer at 205-317-5005.

Save the Date

