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Editor’s Notes
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian 
Springs Village, AL, established October 16, 
1990.  The mission of this newsletter is to foster 
a spirit of community and co-operation. It is the 
vehicle for reporting the monthly deliberations 
of the mayor and council in town council meet-
ings; additionally it provides these officials and 
other Villagers a means of communicating – it 
is a “voice.” Expenses are covered by the efforts 
and donations of ISV volunteers.  Deliveries are 
made at no charge by volunteer couriers.

Address letters to the editor and news items to: 
Alison Stigers, Editor, 5110 Split Rail Trail, 
Birmingham, Alabama, 35244 (981-1750), 
Fax: 980-0408, or e-mail:  villagevoice@indi-
anspringsvillage.org.  

The Village Voice is published the second Tues-
day of each month. Articles for publication in the 
August edition should be submitted by  Friday, 
July 27, 2007.  All materials submitted for pub-
lication may be edited, including letters to the 
editor, which must be signed and give writer’s 
address and phone number. All opinions ex-
pressed in this newsletter are those of the authors 
of articles; any opinions expressed should not be 
attributed to the mayor or the council.

Editor’s Appreciation to
Indian Springs Village couriers for hand delivery
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing
Herb Robins for proofing

Message from the Mayor
by Steve Zerkis

     I’ve been sitting back and reflecting on this year’s 4th of July in ISV.   The 
weather was as close to perfect as it could be.   For the past several weeks, 
the temperature has been in the 90s.  Yet when the parade started at 10:30 
a.m. it was 78º and it went up to all of 82º at 1:00 p.m.   It was partly cloudy 
most of the day so we were not out standing in the sun, and there was that 
nice gentle breeze to keep us comfortable.   We couldn’t have asked for a 
nicer day for our parade and festivities.
     Crews of volunteers have been preparing for the big day for the past 
two months.  They worked hard, were well organized and it showed in the 
results.  The parade route was somewhat changed from past years to try to 
go through more of our residential areas.  New Hope Mountain Road and 
Miller Circle areas now had the parade.   There were all kinds of vehicles 
in the parade with pickups crowded with people cheering, SUVs, the Indian 
Springs Mustang Club and all of its early and late model cars, sports cars 
of various kinds including a bright yellow Shelby Cooper Cobra, a bright 
yellow Porsche, a 1930s Model A Ford that looked perfect, a John Deere 
tractor and wagon full of children and on and on and on.    Of course we had 
vehicles from the North Shelby Fire District and the Sheriff’s Department.  I 
really appreciate all the help we received in traffic control from Sheriff Chris 
Curry and his deputies.  The same can be said of Chief Michael O’Connor 
and the crews and trucks he had at the parade and the picnic.  They all did a 
great job in judging the cake and pastry contest.
     Big thanks to the Marine Corps team that performed a re-enactment of the 
raising of the flag on Mount Suribachi during the battle for the island of Iwo 
Jima during WWII.  It was a solemn and beautiful scene.
     The kids had an extra treat this year.  We had a huge “moon walk” for 
them to use so they could jump and bounce to their heart’s delight and they did!
     I understand we fed over 375 happy residents with the best barbeque 
in Alabama. None of this would have happened without our volunteers.  I 
can’t list everyone in this message, but 
a big THANK YOU to Council Mem-
ber Brenda Bell-Guercio for leading, 
and Bart Trammell, Jim Wyatt, Herb 
Robins, Lynn Hendricks and the ISV 
Garden Club for their work and on and 
on.  There is a long list of names and I 
appreciate every single one of them for 
their efforts.  
      And thanks to everyone for being there 
and enjoying the day.  A happy summer 
to everyone!

4th of July Issue – more photos inside!
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Town Council Meeting
May 15, 2007

     The Indian Springs Village Town Council met at 7:00 
p.m. at the Town Hall.
     The Town Clerk called the roll and noted the presence of 
Council Members Mayor Steve Zerkis, Herb Robins, Jack 
Mendel, Brenda Bell-Guercio and Brian Stauss.  Also pres-
ent was Administrative Assistant Bart Trammell.  Planning 
and Zoning Chairman Wayne Jones came in later.  Coun-
cilman Stewart Dudley did not attend the meeting.
     The Town Council minutes of May 1 were reviewed and 
approved on a motion by Stauss, seconded by Bell-Guer-
cio.  The motion was accepted unanimously.
     Robins reported that Emily Catrett of the Montgomery 
ADEM office sent a letter to the property owner where the 
petting farm is located.  The letter indicates that the farm is 
a source of bacteria in recent water tests on Bishop Creek.  
He also spoke with Lynn Sisk, also of ADEM.  Sisk is in 
charge of the 303D water test program.  Jim Parker did 
the original tests.  There was discussion about the water 
test stations and history of test results.  Intensive tests are 
scheduled for summer.  Additional tests will be requested 
for locations at area schools. 
     Robins spoke with Jimmy Rhodes about new road signs, 
but Rhodes is unavailable at this time.  He also spoke with 
Adkins Signs and they are interested in the project.  The 
price should be approximately the same:  $395 per sign.  
They will call him tomorrow to confirm.  The total cost of 
the project is approximately $2,000.  There was a motion 
to have five signs created, painted and installed.  The mo-
tion was approved by Stauss, seconded by Robins.  
      Mendel discussed with Robins an issue concerning 
trees leaning across the road on a vacant lot at Brook Green 
Lane and Indian Trail.  School buses and cars have to drive 
around the trees.  He requested that Robins contact the 
county and have them cut.  Jones suggested first contacting 
the property owner and requesting the trees be cut back or 
cut down.  Mendel offered to contact the property owner. 
     Mendel reported that he and the town clerk met with the 
auditor and delivered the requested files.  
      Mendel presented the April financial reports.  There 
was a discussion about the procedure for coding expenses 
incurred by the town clerk and bookkeeper.  He will con-
tact the bookkeeper for an opinion.  The financial reports 
were accepted on a motion by Bell-Guercio, seconded by 
Mendel. 
      Bell-Guercio reported that resident Sally Thomp-
son contacted her and is interested in being a member of 
Friends of Bishop Creek.  She updated Ms. Thompson on 
the events of the last meeting and will contact her for fu-
ture meetings.  
      The Garden Club will discuss doing the decorations 
for the Fourth of July celebration at their next meeting.  
Bell-Guercio emailed Nate Holmes (a high school student 

interested in doing community service work for the town) 
with a list of tasks he could perform for the Fourth of July 
celebration.  Mayor Zerkis will contact Sheriff Chris Curry 
for police coverage and Chief  Michael O’Connor for fire 
coverage for the event.  The parade route will be published 
in The Village Voice.  Some changes will be made to the 
route.  The Marine Corps will do a re-enactment of the flag 
raising on Iwo Jima.  Bell-Guercio will check into renting 
a moonwalk.  She will also contact Mr. Bob Konecny to 
see if he will sell tickets again.  
     Stauss presented a design for the new conference room 
table.  There was further discussion about the construction 
details.  The approximate cost would be $1,500 excluding 
the cost of the glass top.  There was a motion to accept the 
quote by Robins, seconded by Bell-Guercio.  Stauss ab-
stained from voting and all other present council members 
voted in favor of the proposal.   
      Mayor Zerkis reported that the siren at Neil’s Pharmacy 
sounds for tornado warnings in both Jefferson and Shelby 
counties.  
      He also reported that in accordance with the junk ve-
hicle ordinance enforcement, the town attorney, Russ Al-
lison had sent letters to the three residents not in compli-
ance.  One resident has contacted the Mayor to inform him 
that all the vehicles on her property have been registered 
and that she plans to have them moved.  
      Mr. Clemens, owner of the property located at the inter-
section of Cahaba Valley Road and County Road 14, has 
submitted a request to the Shelby County Planning Com-
mission to have the approximately 18 acre parcel rezoned 
from A-1 to O & I.
      Mayor Zerkis spoke with the residents at the rental 
property at 2630 Valleydale Road regarding the commer-
cial trucks parked on the property.  They stated that when 
they leased the property they understood they could park 
their trucks on the property.  Mayor Zerkis suggested that 
they contact the owners of the local shopping centers to 
inquire if they could park their trucks there. 
      The drain pipes recently installed on McGuire Road 
have been inspected by town engineer, Frazier Christy, and 
Randy Cole, Shelby County Engineer.  There is no law that 
states drain pipes cannot be installed in the county right of 
way.  
     Action is being taken on the Maddox property.  
      Stauss will contact Mr. Clemens about the location of 
the Indian Springs Village sign.  
      Mayor Zerkis will have someone contact the fire ant ex-
terminator and contact the county to spray for mosquitoes 
for the Fourth of July Celebration.  
      Mayor Zerkis adjourned the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,
Kelly Rasco, Town Clerk
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Building permits
submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer

From the First lady
by Pat Zerkis

     I just wanted to thank all of you for your prayers, best 
wishes, cards and calls following Steve’s recent surgery.   
He had wonderful doctors, nurses and care at the hospital.  
Before being wheeled into the operating room, he met the 
anesthetist and nurse anesthetist.  She introduced herself 
saying that she was a friend of a good friend of mine and 
would take good care of him during the surgery.  That was 
very reassuring.
     In the recovery room, even before I could see him, 
another very nice nurse examined the four incisions and 
pointed out that one was at his belly button.  Even in his 
groggy state he quipped “goodness, I wonder why my 
surgeon didn’t put a ring or stud through there.”  His sense 
of humor was intact and I knew he would be just fine.  
Again, thank you so very much for your kind words and 
support.

Applicant:  B.J. Davis – Building Resources
Owner:  Bulding Resources
Address:  3187 Indian Crest Drive
Proposed Use:  New Residence

Applicant:  B.J. Davis – Building Resources
Owner:  Bulding Resources
Address:  3187 Indian Crest Drive
Proposed Use:  Finish Basement

Applicant:  B.J. Davis – Building Resources
Owner:  Building Resources
Address:  3108 Indian Crest Drive
Proposed Use:  New Residence

Applicant:  B.J. Davis – Building Resources
Owner:  Building Resources
Address:  Lot 13, The View at Indian Crest
Proposed Use: New Residence

Applicant:  B.J. David – Building Resources
Owner:  Building Resources
Address:  512 Miller Circle
Proposed Use:  New Residence

Applicant:  Bill Perkinson
Owner:  William L. Longshore III
Address:  355 Brook Green Lane
Proposed Use:  Home Addition

Applicant:  Keith Britt – Southern Choice Landscapes
Owner:  Robert James Cerfolio
Address:  260 Cahaba Oaks Trail
Proposed Use:  Recreational Batting Cage

Applicant:  Robert K. Blanton
Owner:  Same
Address:  145 Cherokee Trail
Proposed Use:  Addition

Applicant:  Chappell Development
Owner:  Same
Address:  3335 Indian Crest Drive
Proposed Use:  New Residence

Applicant:  Pool Builders
Owner:  Mike Howard
Address:  429 Wildwood Lane
Proposed Use:  Pool

garbage Cart Volunteers
by Bart Trammell, Administrative Assistant

     When our citizens enjoy the conveniences of the Town 
Hall, pavilion and grounds, household garbage is 
generated just like it is at your home. 
     We have a problem (or challenge) with this garbage 
that we don’t have at our homes. In our homes, usually 
someone is assigned the task to place the garbage cart 
at the street side the night before the scheduled pick up. 
However, the garbage cart at the Town Hall is placed at 
the street side and returned to the house side by volunteers 
who remember to do so. Any Monday that you happen 
to be in the area of the Town Hall, stop by and place 
the garbage cart at the street side. Also, any late Tuesday 
afternoon, stop by and return the garbage cart to the side 
of the Town Hall. Remember, we are a town of volun-
teers and this simple, but important, weekly task has to 
be done.

Applicant:  Dustin Woods
Owner:  Claude and Traci Smeraglia
Address:  206 Valley View Lane
Proposed Use:  Barn

Applicant:  B. J. Davis
Owner:  Building Resources
Address:  Lot 8, The View at Indian Crest
Proposed Use:  New Residence

Applicant:  B.J. Davis
Owner:  Building Resources
Address:  2935 Indian Crest Drive
Proposed Use:  New Residence



IsV resident awarded scholarship
      Lifelong ISV 
resident Emily 
Reynolds has 
been awarded a 
Trustee Sholar-
ship to attend 
New York Uni-
versity’s School 
of Social Work.   
Emily was one 
of 34,000 appli-
cants to NYU, 
and was hon-
ored to be invit-
ed to particpate 
in the social 
work program.   
      This sum-
mer, Emily will spend some time working in an orphan-
age in the Amazon jungle village of Puerto Alegria (Peru) 
and then vacationing with her family at the beach before 
heading to New York City in August.
      Emily lives in Old Mill Trace with her mom, Abbey 
Smith, and brothers Kevan and Davis Reynolds.
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IsV garden Club news
by Lynn Hendricks, President, Indian Springs Garden Club   

The Garden Club will have a pot luck Salad Supper on 
July 26, 2007 at 6:30 p.m. at the home of Ruth Goodwyn.  
Ruth will present a program on the “History of Indian 
Springs Village.”  Some of you may remember Ruth’s 
late husband, Ed, when he worked so diligently to se-
cure enough names for the referendum for us to become 
a town.   Ruth will have many interesting stories to share, 
and she was our first editor of The Village Voice.

st. Francis of assisi Charity golf 
Tournament 
submitted by Natalie Majer

The 7th Annual St. Francis of Assisi Espicopal Church 
Charity Golf Tournament will be held at Riverchase 
Country Club on Monday, July 16th, 2007.  Please call 
205-988-4371 for registration and information. 

Hearmont senior Center 
Heardmont Senior Center, located at 5458 Cahaba Valley 
Rd. (119), would like to invite Seniors in the community 
to join in the wide variety of activities and have a hot 
meal, every weekday. TRANSPORTATION IS AVAIL-
ABLE in the Heardmont area. 
     The fun includes: Bridge, Phase 10, Mahjong, Tai Chi 
(M), exercise (T/Th), line dancing lessons (T/Fr), guest 
speakers and much more! Please join us.  Call Lillian 
Jones, Senior Center Manager, at (205) 991-5742.  Call 
the park office if you have transportation needs at (205) 
991-2015. 
   Heardmont Senior Center is offering Tai Chi classes 
with Charlie Lecture on Mondays, from 9:30–10:30 a.m.  
The class is free of charge.  Call 205-991-5742.
     Beth Moore book study – Mondays from 10:30 –11:30 
a.m. at Heardmont Senior Center.  Stay for Lunch!  
205-991-5742. alabama wildlife Center asks 

for Volunteers
by Anne Miller, Director

Alabama’s native wildlife needs your help! Volunteers are 
urgently needed at the Alabama Wildlife Center to provide 
care for this year’s wildlife orphans. Call 663-7930 or 
log on to www.awrc.org for more information about the 
next training session on July 19th at the Alabama Wildlife 
Center located in Oak Mountain State Park.

Fern show at the Botanical gardens
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor

Members of the ISV Garden Club worked at, and par-
ticipated in, the Birmingham Fern Society’s Annual Fern 
Show in June.  Ginny Lusk and Marge Dunn had entered 
a number of specimens of their ferns and won several 
prizes.  Several other ISV residents were there admiring 
the displays and buying the plants.

ISV Garden Club memeber Marge Dunn and Ginny Lusk.



annual IsV 4th of July parade and BBQ
by Brenda Bell-Guercio, Council Member

     The weather cooperated perfectly for the Annual ISV Fourth of July Parade and BBQ.  The recent showers had cooled things down 
and the slightly overcast skies kept us from cooking like Bart’s ribs!
     We want to thank all our workers and volunteers – especially Bart Trammel and his family, who cook up the Best of the Best in 
BBQ and supply us with Bart’s Secret Recipe BBQ sauce, and to Herb Robins and his wife Margie who help Bart with the preparations 
and set up and then manage the food serving lines.  Bob Konecny and his family (daughter Kate came from Atlanta to participate) are 
always the first to volunteer and handle ticket “sales.”  Alison Stigers and Betty Michaels, along with volunteers, manage our drink and 
dessert tables.  The Garden Club unbelievably outdid last year’s spectacular decorations with new glass block vases holding patriotic 
colored flower arrangements.  Thanks also to Nathan Holmes of Skyline Drive, our newest young volunteer, and his parents, Jeff and 
Mona and grandparents, Arla and Bill Stark for fulfilling a number of tasks at the BBQ.  We hope to see and hear a lot more from Nate 
in the future.
     We thank Sheriff Chris Curry and his deputies, and Battalion Chief Cooke, Lt. Hughes and Firefighter Cofer from North Shelby Fire 
Department for helping manage traffic and lead the parade along with Mayor Steve and Pat Zerkis in their ‘97 Volvo.  Other participants 
in the parade include Ben Crunk in a red Mitsubishi pickup, Brian  Tipton in a Toyota Tundra, Randy and Nancy Sipe in a Honda 1300, 
Steve and Trudy Scokel on a 1995 Harley Davidson “Bad Boy,”  Brian and Terri Wilson in a Factory Five Cobra, Bill and Peggy Gaines 
and Blake and Emily Fulmer in a ‘32 Ford Sedan, Richard Greene in a 2007 Camero, Mason Gregory in a Honda Civic Si; Jim, Marga-
ret, and Emma Wilson in a 2002 Porsche Boxter S, Bobbie and Dalphia Aultman in a Honda S2000, David Thrasher in a ‘82 Corvette 
Special Edition, Jeff Ayers and daughter Ashton on a Honda Gold Wing 2002, David and Barbara Mosley on a Kawasaki 1100ZRX, 
Gordon Lewis in a Crossfire convertible, Mitch and Kristin Engel, Allison Barry driving a white 2000 Mercedes convertible with Sara 
Barry, Jessie Humphries, and Lindi, Lani, and Debi DeBoer, Scooter Barry driving a black Ford F250 with Jackson Barry, B.J. and 
Olen Humphries, Grant, Steve, and Parker Shotnik, and Christopher and Austin and Ken Pitchford and Wesley Said and Bo Gill, and a 
group of Mustang‘s dubbed the “Indian Springs Mustang Club“ including Dale Brakhage in a ‘69  Mustang Mach One, Diana Dueease 
in a 2005 Mustang, Bryan Reeves driving Dale and Lora Brakhage’s 2000 Mustang, Brian King and Christy Scokel in a 2005 Mustang 
convertible and Erik Brakhage in a ‘68 Mustang.  Bringing up the rear with a bang was Wayne Jones driving a John Deere Tractor pull-
ing a trailer with Laura and Allie, Sierra and Winn Jones along with Susan, Will, and Sara Grace Bezkor and Chantel, Hayel, Maliah 
and Gibran Shansuddin.
     Thanks to Jim Wyatt for arranging a Color Guard of Marine veterans to raise the American flag and re-enact the flag raising on Iwo 
Jima in World War II. Ron Luster then led the assembly in a moving prayer.  BBQ, homemade desserts and patriotic music provided by 
disk jockey Ray Halvorsan were enjoyed by all.
     Hope everyone had a fun, happy and safe Fourth!
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The Village extends heartfelt sympathy to the family 
of  HAROLD DOW “MIKE” SWAIN III, age 57, who 
passed away Saturday, June 16, 2007 in Fairhope, Ala-
bama while on a family vacation. Mike had been wind-
surfing with family in Mobile Bay when he suddenly col-
lapsed in the water. Mike was born in Illinois and had 
been a resident of Indian Springs since 1993. He received 
a masters degree in physical therapy from UAB and 
worked as a physical therapist at Spain Rehab Center at 
UAB. Mike enjoyed his family, books, sports and Auburn 
Football. He was preceded in death by his father, Colo-
nel Harold Dow Swain II. Survivors include Mike’s wife 
Elizabeth Kinsey Swain, who is a courier for The Village 
Voice, son Marc Harrison Swain and daughter Rachel 
Kinsey Swain, all of Indian Springs; his mother, Anne 
Elizabeth Dirks Swain of Annadale, Va.; sister, Patricia 
Breckenridge Swain of Springfield, Va.; and brothers, 
Robert Francis Swain of Richmond, Va. and John Curtis 
Swain (Ann) of Charlotte, N.C.  The funeral service was 
Friday, June 22, 2007 at 10 a.m. at Our Lady of the Valley 
Catholic Church, with Father Palmer Maxwell officiat-
ing. Burial followed at Southern Heritage Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, the family requests you send donations 
to The Methodist Foundation, 302 Cahaba Valley Circle, 
Pelham, AL 35124.  (Submitted by Tricia Crapet)

In Memoriam JAMES LEWIS JONES SR.. retired Supernumerary Sheriff 
of Shelby County, Alabama, joined Christ on Friday, July 6, 
2007 at the age of 71. Sheriff Jones began his career in law 
enforcement in 1974 at the Shelby County Sheriff’s Office, 
serving as a Deputy Sheriff and then Chief Deputy before 
seeking the Office of Sheriff. He was elected Sheriff in 1991 
and served three terms before retiring in 2003. As a mem-
ber of the law enforcement community, he served the citi-
zens of Shelby County faithfully throughout his career and 
made public safety his top priority. He was a 1975 graduate 
of the University of Alabama Law Enforcement Academy 
and served as President of his class. In 1982, he graduated 
from the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s National Acad-
emy and continued to enhance his abilities with programs 
through the National Sheriff’s Institute, United States Secret 
Service, National Institute of Corrections, National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children, National Sheriff’s As-
sociation, and the Alabama Sheriff’s Association where he 
served as Chaplain. He was appointed to the Alabama Peace 
Officers Standards and Training Commission. Sheriff Jones 
was very involved in the development of the Shelby County 
Law Enforcement Chaplain’s Association and the C.A.R.E. 
Team specializing in critical incident stress management. 
After his retirement, he was appointed by Governor Bob 
Riley to the State Safety Committee and was a member of 
the Silver Haired Legislature. He also served on many ad-
visory boards for local programs including Retired Senior 
Volunteer Program, Owen’s House, Shelby County 911, 
Salvation Army, and was a lifetime member of the Alabama 
Fraternal Order of Police. During his twelve years as Sher-
iff, many progressive changes were instituted and difficult 
high profile cases solved. Hard work and dedication made 
Sheriff Jones a law enforcement leader known throughout 
the State of Alabama. An avid motorcycle enthusiast, Sher-
iff Jones and Debbi enjoyed many hours traveling through-
out the country. Combining his love for motorcycles and 
his love for the Lord, he organized a group of “Bikers” at 
The Church at Brook Hills who traveled and worshipped 
together and became his second family. He is preceded in 
death by his parents Heywood and Mildred Jones, son Cam 
Marcus Jones, brother Charles Jones, and twin sister Janie 
Ray. He is survived by his wife of 29 years, Debbi, daugh-
ter Regina (Jay) Sobczak, son James L. “Buck” Jones, Jr., 
grandchildren Lee (Lakita) Brock, James Lann Jones, Jor-
dan Marie Jones, and great grandchildren, Alyssa, Caroline, 
Ivy and Christian Brock. A special thanks goes out to the 
caring staff of men and women of the ICU and IMCU at 
Shelby Baptist Medical Center. The family would also like 
to send heartfelt appreciation and love to all the special 
friends who spent countless hours with them during the ex-
tended illness. Funeral service were held at The Church at 
Brook Hills on Tuesday, July 10th, at 2:00 pm with burial at 
the family cemetery on the Jones property, located in Wil-
sonville on Highway 30. Services are under the direction of 
Bolton-Letlow Funeral Home, Columbiana, Alabama.
(Reprinted from The Birmingham News.) 

More 4th of July Thanks & Kudos
     Thanks to the ladies in the Garden Club who worked 
the Saturday before the 4th on the Town Hall grounds 
and also wrapped the tables and prepared the floral arrange-
ments: Jennifer Bondi, Mary S. Bowman, Mary H. Bowman, 
Marge Dunn, Mickey Farmer, Lynn Hendricks, Malak 
McNinch, Nola Stans and Pat Zerkis.  Many of them also 
worked in the serving line and dessert areas.
     Special thanks to Laverne D. Ramsey for the 
excellent photographs of the celebration – she provided 
all but three, which were taken by Steve Zerkis.
     Congratulations to winners of the dessert contest which 
was judged by the members of the North Shelby Fire 
Department:  1st place – Amy DePriest for her Key Lime 
Cake which was the winner last year as well, 2nd place 
– Pecan Pie Bars and 3rd place – Reese’s Pieces Cake. 
Unfortunately we don’t have the names of the 2nd and 
3rd place winners available, however we have received 
several requests for the winning recipes to be printed in 
The Village Voice. We invite the winners to send their 
recipes, and their names, in for publication to village-
voice@indianspringsvillage.org.
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July Happenings
by Tess Bouvier, North Shelby Library Children’s Librarian

summer reading programming
North Shelby’s Summer Reading Program runs from 
June 2nd-July 28th.  Registration begins May 21st and 
continues through July 16th!  Please refer to our Summer 
Reading Calendar that is available online: www.north-
shelbylibrary.org, or visit the Children’s Department for 
more information on specific programs.

Mondays, July 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd – 2-4p.m:  
“Monday Matinee.” Join us each Monday afternoon for 
a fun new movie, popcorn and drinks!  Check out our 
Summer Reading Calendar online to see what movie is 
playing each week: www.northshelbylibrary.org or call 
the Children’s Department at 439-5504.
Thursdays, July 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th at 2:00 or 
3:00 p.m.:  “Crafts For all ages.” Each week we will 
have a different craft for our Summer Readers!  Registra-
tion required.  Call or email the Children’s Department at 
439-5504 or nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org for more information 
(for each craft, registration starts a week before the activity).      
Tuesday, July 3rd – 10:30-11:15 a.m.: “Mcwane Cen-
ter Visits the library!” Grades K-3. Starlab Constel-
lations: Crawl into an indoor inflatable planetarium and 
learn about the solar system and constellations! Registra-
tion required.
Tuesday, July 10th –  4:00-4:45 p.m.: “Mcwane Cen-
ter Visits the library!” Grades 3-8. Rocks and Minerals: 
Use your sense of smell, taste, touch and sight to identify 
different rocks and minerals!
Tuesday, July 17th – 4:00-4:45 p.m.: “Mcwane Cen-
ter Visits the library!” Grades 3-5.  Science with a 
BANG!: Heat things up and learn about combustion and 
explosions! Watch and participate in experiments sure to 
thrill!
Tuesday, July 24th – 10:30-11:15 a.m.: “Mcwane Cen-
ter Visits the library!”  Grades K-5.  Amazing Animals: 
Come and meet some fascinating animals and learn about 
some of their unique characteristics.
Tuesday, July 24th – 4:00-4:45 p.m.: “Mcwane Center 
Visits the library!”  Grades K-3.  Starlab Constellations 
- An Encore Celebration: Crawl into an indoor inflatable 
planetarium and learn about the solar system and constel-
lations! Registration required.

special programming
Tuesday July 10th – 10:30-11:15 a.m.: “Master Magi-
cian Chris Frings.” All ages. Join us for an amazing, 
interactive magic show sure to please the whole family! 
www.fringsmagic.com. 
Tuesday, July 17th – 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.: “Jack-
sonville state university Children’s Theater presents: 

The adventures of Tiny Turkey.” All ages. Meet Tiny 
Turkey – the superhero with absolutely no super powers! 
Tiny uses his brain, good heart and hard work to solve 
barnyard mysteries! This musical is sure to delight a wide 
audience and teach important lessons such as sharing and 
building self-esteem. www.jsu.edu. 
Friday, July 20th – 10:00 a.m.-6 p.m.:  “Harry pot-
ter Movie Marathon!”  All ages.  Watch the last three 
adventures of Harry, Ron and Hermione! Refreshments 
served and chances to win movie passes to the latest mov-
ie, “Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix!” 
Friday, July 20th – 6:00-8:00 p.m.: “Farewell, Harry 
potter!”  All ages.  Help us say goodbye in style with an 
after-library hours party befitting a student at Hogwarts! 
We will celebrate the release of the last book with games, 
prizes and a spectacular feast!  Also, come dressed as 
your favorite character from the book and the person who 
most resembles one of the characters will win a copy of 
“Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows!!”*  We will also 
have a door prize drawing for another copy of the final 
book!*  (*note – the book will be available for the win-
ners at 10:00 a.m., July 21st)
saturday, July 28th – 6:00-8:00 p.m.: “summer read-
ing end party Cookout!!” All ages.  Bring the whole 
family to celebrate the end of Summer Reading 2007 and 
all of your hard work!  Bring a blanket and prepare to 
enjoy a picnic on the lawn of North Shelby Library!  We 
will have a special Mystery Storytime with Ms. Kristy 
from 6:00-6:30, food from 6:30-7:00 and we will be 
handing out reading certificates and drawing the name for 
the grand prize from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

story-Time programming
Toddler Tales 
Monday, July 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd – 9:30, 10:30 
and 11:30 a.m:  You can call the library at 439-5504 to 
sign-up. During the Summer Reading months, you may 
sign-up each Monday for the following week of Toddler 
Tales.  Ages 24-36 months. Registration required.  
Mr. Mac (storyteller extraordinaire!) 
wednesdays, July 11th, 18th and 25th at 10:45 a.m. 
All ages.
p. J. story time 
Thursdays, July 5th, 12th, 19th and 26th – 7 p.m.
All ages.

Teen scene
Registration is required for all Teen Summer Reading 
programs. Call or email Katie at 439-5504 or nsyouth@
shelbycounty-al.org to sign-up
Teen summer reading: “Battle of the Books (BotB) 
2007.”  Pick up a brochure in the Teen Department and 
learn about our competition starting in June!  Sign up to 
be on a team and we will get you a book list and get you 
started.  We will have a “BotB” Championship Jeopardy 
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game to determine which team will walk away with the 
Grand Prize!  For more information check out our website 
at www.northshelbylibrary.org, call 439-5504 or email Ka-
tie at nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org.
Mondays, July 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd –  Times vary: 
“Monday at the Movies.” Enjoy popcorn, drinks and win 
prizes while watching some of the latest movies on DVD!  
Also earn points towards the “Battle of the Books” Cham-
pionship.
7/2 – “Eragon” – 5:30-7:15 p.m.
7/9 – “Pride and Prejudice” – 5:30-7:45 p.m.
7/16 – “Annapolis” – 5:30-7:15 p.m.
7/23 – Superman Returns – 5:15-7:30
wednesday, July 11th – 5-6 p.m.: “Battle of the Books” 
Meeting. Enjoy pizza and drinks while meeting with your 
“BotB” team and get hints about possible Champion-
ship questions.  Each team present will receive 5 “BotB” 
points.
wednesday, July 18th – 5-6 p.m.: “after Hours gaming 
night”: This event takes place AWAY from the Library at 
Vulcan Gamebox located next to the Publix on Valleydale 
Road, at 192 Caldwell Mill Road.  Teens will have a choice 
of games and can play for FREE for two hours!  Space is 
limited to the first fifteen people so sign-up soon!  Pizza 
and drinks will be served!
Thursday, July 26th – 6:30-8 p.m.: “Teen end party/ 
Battle of the Books Championship.”  Which team will be 
the winners of the first “Battle of the Books?”  We will have 
the jeopardy game followed by the drawing for the Grand 
Movie Prize, the Grand Prize for Reading and the Grand 
Prize for “Battle of the Books!”  Refreshments served.
The Month of July – “online Book Club.” Want to find 
another teen book to read?  Join our “Online Book Club” 
and receive portions of a teen book each week through your 
email!  Sign up on our website to get started! 

something’s Brewing at the north 
shelby library
By Natasha Hanna, Library Staff

     When you walk through the doors of the North Shelby 
Library, you’re apt to notice a different fragrance in the 
air. Mingling with the pleasant, familiar scent of library 
books, fresh cut grass wafting in from outside, lately 
there’s also the distinct aroma of…coffee?  
     The North Shelby Library invites you to visit its latest 
update, the Cup and Chaucer Coffee Shop. Nestled in the 
foyer in a formerly leased space, the Cup and Chaucer is 
a colorful and welcoming addition. Patrons are enticed to 
relax and enjoy a snack, drink a cup of flavored coffee or 
share a slushee with their children, all while enjoying the 
scenery or reading a good book. A family might prefer to 
sit inside the cafe in a comfortable booth, while other pa-
trons will favor the soothing solitude of one of the bistro 
tables in the foyer—there’s something to appeal to every-
one. 
     Director Carol Farr fell in love with the idea of a coffee 
house when she recently attended the Alabama Libraries 
Association Convention in Florence, AL.  The Florence-
Lauderdale Public Library features a similar bar in its 
atrium. She witnessed how the patrons drifted through 
the stacks, enjoyed a book or just took a quiet moment to 
people-watch. With the inspiration still percolating in her 
mind, she set about to actualize that same vision for her 
library. “More libraries are offering coffee to patrons, and 
it’s a wonderful way to bring people into the library and 
give them a place to sit and relax with a cup of java,” she 
states. “I am always looking for ways to better serve the 
public and draw in more members of the community.  This 
seemed like a fresh new service we could provide to give 
the library an even more welcoming feeling.”
     And indeed, the bar is already attracting patrons of 
all ages. The Cup and Chaucer offers for sale a number 
of flavored coffees and bottled drinks. It is also a great 
place to find a light pre-packaged snack. Patrons are sure 
to find this a relaxing way to spend their lunch break, grab 
a quiet moment during their busy day, and an attractive 
alternative to browsing in a bookstore. “Our books are 
free,” Carol Farr reminds the public. “While you are in 
the library, you can also take advantage of internet access, 
which is readily available to the community.”
     The Cup and Chaucer is part of a joint effort between 
the library and Christian Catering Company who is pro-
viding the snacks and drinks. The hours of operation are 
Monday through Thursday between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m., though the option remains to extend open times later 
if demand requires it. Carol Farr looks forward to adding 
more features to the coffee house in the near future.  

The economics of drought for 
alabama
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor

     We all know about the extreme drought that Alabama 
and parts of Georgia are enduring.  I thought you might be 
interested in some economic facts about the drought and 
how it is affecting the economy of our state.  According 
to the information I’ve read, the Federal Government says 
that 88% of the state’s corn crop, 85% of its soybean crop 
and 74% of its cotton crop is classified as poor to very 
poor.  For many farmers in our state, that means disaster and 
possibly bankruptcy.   Rainfall in most areas of the state, 
especially in the northern half, is well below normal.  Where 
32 inches of rain since the first of the year would be normal, 
many areas have received 12 inches or less.   
     Most of our drinking water comes from our rivers, lakes 
and wells.  When water levels drop, supply gets scarce.  If 
you have driven over the Cahaba River on Caldwell Mill 
Road lately, you can see that it is all green with algae and 
barely moving.  Please conserve.
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