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INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE  
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

 
Tuesday, August 2, 2016  7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 16, 2016  7:00 p.m. 
 
Agenda 
  I. Mayor/Council/Committee Reports 
 II. Ordinances and Resolutions 
III. Citizen’s Forum 
 
Indian Springs Village Telephone 
Directory Number is 982-1755 
 
For Town Hall Reservations please 
contact Amy Easton.  
Email:  isvtownhallres@charter.net 
Website:  www.indianspringsvillage.org 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian 
Springs Village, AL, established October 16, 1990. 
The mission of this newsletter is to foster a spirit of 
community and co-operation.  It is the vehicle for 
reporting the monthly deliberations of the mayor 
and council in town council meetings; additionally 
it provides these officials and other Villagers a 
means of communicating – it is a “voice.” 
 
The Village Voice is published the second week of 
each month. Articles for the September edition 
should be submitted by August 24, 2016. All 
materials submitted for publication may be edited, 
including letters to the editor, which must be 
signed and give writer’s address and phone 
number: All opinions expressed in this newsletter 
are those of the authors of articles. 
 
Address letters to the editor and news items to:  
Leigh Whatley, Editor  
5301 Mountain Park Drive 
Indian Springs Village, AL  35124 
Tel: 205.238.5924 or  
email:  leighwwhatley@gmail.com. 

 

 
Editor’s Appreciation: 
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing.  Although 
Mrs. Wyatt has passed away, this acknowledgement 
will continue in honor of the contributions of Mrs. 
Wyatt and her family to The Village Voice and the 
town of Indian Springs Village. 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 
      
Well, summer is coming to a close.  School starts next week, 
and football season is only a few short weeks away.  I love 
lazy summer days, but a little cooling off will be welcome! 
Before we say goodbye to summer, we have an election to 
address.  On Tuesday, August 23rd, please remember to get 
out and vote at the Town Hall for candidates running for 
Council Place #3 and Council Place #5.  A sample ballot is 
available on our website.  Other Council Places and position 
of Mayor were unopposed. 
 
As you may have noticed when driving down Highway 119, 
the walls are going up on our new multipurpose building.  I 
can’t wait to see the finished product!  I think it will be a 
wonderful addition to the Town. 
 
I want to thank Brian Rodgers and the Alabama District of 
Kiwanis International for hosting an Informational Cookout 
at our Town Hall last week to discuss and answer questions 
about the possibility of forming our own local Kiwanis Club.  
This is open to men, women, and children, and is a definite 
family endeavor that would have a valuable service impact 
on our community.  Expect updates in the near future.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Brenda Bell-Guercio    
 

 

mailto:isvtownhallres@charter.net
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
July 5, 2016 

 

The Indian Springs Village Town Council met Tuesday, 

July 5, 2016.  Mayor Bell-Guercio called the meeting to 

order at 7:00 P.M. After the Pledge of Allegiance the 

Town Clerk called the roll and all council members were 

present except Councilperson Harrington. 

     The minutes of June 21th were reviewed and accepted 

as written. 

     Councilman Robins recognized all the volunteers that 

worked on the 4th of July celebration. He noted there 

were too many volunteers to list without inadvertently 

leaving someone out. He pointed out that the July 4th 

celebration was a huge success this year with over 200 

people attending.   

     Robins advised he had been in contact with Outdoor 

Lighting Perspective with regard to maintenance on the 

outdoor lighting system. Robins stated there is no 

increase in cost for this service and recommended we 

continue the service.  The council agreed.  He advised he 

has also been in contact with Mr. Gilliland concerning 

removing flags from poles and storing them in the storage 

building.  This should be handled by next week.   

     Councilman Trammell presented the eighth step 

process of annexing 2634 Valleydale Road.  He made a 

motion that the council consider the eighth of the eleven 

step annexation request Ordinance 2016-015 as 

presented.  Robins seconded and the vote was 

unanimous.  Trammell also presented a document to 

identify the removal of a mobile home located at 4925 

Cahaba Valley Trace.  This document should be attached 

to the declaration made by the town council, August 19, 

2014 that identifies manufactured homes as non-

conforming uses located in ISV. 

     Bell-Guercio reported that the items requested by Sain 

Associates to help cities and counties comply with the 

ADA were sent.  She also asked for more volunteers to 

work with the Farmer’s Market.  A small group of 

volunteers are giving up their Saturday’s and it would be 

beneficial for the success of the market if we could find 

additional volunteers so as to not burn them out too 

quickly. 

     Boy Scout Ali Mohammad of Troop 23 was in 

attendance in order to achieve his Citizenship in the 

Community and Communications badges. 

     Bell-Guercio adjourned the meeting at 7:27 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted: 

Joan Downs, Town Clerk 

 

GARDEN CLUB NEWS 
 
Please remember that the ISV Garden Club will 
meet Aug. 25, 6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall to hear 
Patsy Scott.  She is a local, now-retired elementary 
school teacher, who will give a slide presentation on 
the bluebird habitat restoration efforts of John 
Findley.  This project began in the 1970's in the 
Cahaba Valley & Oak Mountain State Park areas, 
and is now being carried on by volunteers. The 
public is welcome to attend.   
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BUILDING PERMITS 
submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer  

 

Applicant: Kenneth L. Martin 
Owner: Kenneth L. Martin 
Address:  244 Indian Forest Trl 
Proposed Use: Addition, living area and storage 
 
Applicant: Parrot Structural Services 
Owner: Sharon Dennis 
Address: 795 Valleyview Road 
Proposed Use: Foundation repair 
 

FREE LANDFILL DAY 
Saturday, October 1, 2016 

Shelby County Landfill  
State Route 70 – 401 Landfill Road 

(between Calera and Columbiana) 

Hours: 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Scalehouse: 669-4169 

eVillage Voice 
 
Have The Village Voice delivered to 
your email! Please forward your 
name, address and email address to: 
myvillagevoice@yahoo.com. Sign up 
now to make sure you don’t miss any 
future issue. 

REGISTERED VOTERS OF 
INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE 

  

Please mark your calendars and be sure to cast your 
ballots in the upcoming ISV election Tuesday, 
August 23rd.   Multiple candidates have filed for 
Town Council Place #3 and Town Council Place #5.  
The following is a sample ballot for the election.  If 
you have any questions, contact the candidates 
directly or via Town Clerk Joan Downs. 
 
MAYOR 

Brenda Bell-Guercio 
UNOPPOSED  

 
PLACE 1 

Herb Robins 
UNOPPOSED  
 

PLACE 2 
Kathryn Harrington 
UNOPPOSED  

 
PLACE 3 

Robert Burr 
Brian Stauss  

 
Place 4 

Ed Whatley 
UNOPPOSED 
 

PLACE 5 
C. Dale Elliott 
Bart Trammell 

 
 

 
 

   

  

 

 

 

   

  

 
 

 

eVillage Voice 
 
Have The Village Voice delivered to 
your email! Please forward your 
name, address and email address to: 
myvillagevoice@yahoo.com. Sign up 
now to make sure you don’t miss any 
future issue. 
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By the time this article goes to print, Town Council 

Members will have declared whether they are running 

for office again or not.  Sadly, Mr. Jack Mendel will not 

be running again.  But at the time of the interview, he 

was an active council member, and thus qualified for 

the series of articles I am writing about the leadership 

of Indian Springs.  We met for the interview at a local 

coffee shop, and I didn’t have to ask many questions 

before I was scribbling notes furiously to keep up with 

this fascinating individual.  I won’t reveal his age, but 

suffice it to say, folks half his age would have a hard 

time keeping up with Jack!  Jack has served three 

terms as councilman for Indian Springs Village.  He 

said he wasn’t running for a council seat again, because 

it shouldn’t be all old folks on the Council, and he 

wanted to make way for younger folks to step up and 

volunteer their time and talents.   

     Jack, and his wife Rita, were born and grew up in 

Virginia.  After Jack’s service in the Army, in Virginia, 

Maryland and Arizona, and employment with 

International Paper Company, mainly in the northeast, 

Jack joined Rust Engineering here in 1984.  Jack, Rita, 

their youngest son David, and their two horses, moved 

to what is now Indian Springs Village that year. Two 

older children were already in college.  Now, all three 

of their children (each born in a different area of the 

country), the children’s spouses, and eight 

grandchildren all live in southern California, but that’s 

another story! 

     The Mendel’s, and their horses and dogs, absolutely 

loved it here from the start. Their property was part of 

the Indian Springs Ranch subdivision, developed by 

Emmett Cloud specifically set up for recreational horse 

ownership.  In the late 1980’s there was an ongoing 

attempt to convert the Cahaba Valley Road corridor 

into a commercial strip, despite the objections of most 

of the residents.  As the residents (the Mendel’s 

included) went to meetings and hearings to plead their 

case, two things happened, one bad and one good.  The 

bad: the pleas in general were ignored by the folks in 

authority.  The good: the residents bonded together to 

form an incorporated entity in 1990, with control of 

planning and zoning.   

     Jack retired from full time employment at the 

beginning of 2002. He felt gratitude to the talented 

and hardworking citizens who had made ISV a reality, 

and he felt an obligation to serve the community.   So, 

Jack began his first term on the Council in October,  

TALES FROM THE HALL… 
I’m Not Leaving Yet… 

by BJ Scharath 
 

 
2004.  He and our former mayor Steve Zerkis began 

their first terms at the same time.  Steve asked Jack to 

work on developing a simple computer spreadsheet for 

preparing budgets and tracking financial performance.  

This evolved into the financial system now in use, 

which, by the way, always receives high 

commendations from the auditors 

     Jack didn’t come to local politics with a ready-made 

background of knowledge.  He said he learned as he 

went along.  He is a strong proponent of judicious 

government spending at all levels of government, 

particularly at the local level.  He thought it important 

for Council members (and all public servants for that 

matter) to be aware that the funds collected by a 

government entity have been removed from private 

consumption or investment.  The Council should be 

duty bound to appropriate funds, according to a strict 

and narrow interpretation of the “public purpose 

doctrine”, as mandated by the Alabama Constitution.  

     We talked about two critical issues that he saw 

facing the Village in the coming years. First, he stated 

that ISV needs a much broader level of citizen 

participation.  He paraphrased a statement from 

President Kennedy:  “Ask not what your Village can do 

for you, but what you can do for your Village”. Second, 

he talked about environmental issues, particularly 

flooding due to storm water runoff, and the need to 

manage the increasing levels of urbanization, 

development, and traffic on Cahaba Valley Road.  Jack 

was a major proponent of the Council’s action to 

change the E-1 minimum lot size, for new subdivisions, 

from one to three acres in 2011.  That action, and this 

year’s Erosion and Sedimentation Control Ordinance, 

demonstrate the Council’s focus on environmental 

issues.  He thinks that this focus must continue, in 

order to prevent the   sacrifice of our community for 

commercial interests.  Ask him about this.  He will 

gladly explain. 

     He stated again what a special place this was, and 

there was such a great need to thoughtfully find the 

right way to preserve what makes it so special.  He said 

although he wasn’t going to run for a fourth term, he 

planned to stay involved, because, quote:   “I’m not 

leaving yet”.   Thank goodness!   

 

 



 

 
The peaches have been a delicious treat from the ISV 
Farmer’s Market this season.  This desert is the 
perfect way to celebrate summer! 

 
Peach Crisp 
 
For the crumb topping 

1. 1/2 cup flour 
2. 1/2 cup old fashioned oats 
3. 1/2 cup brown sugar 
4. 1/2 tsp baking powder 
5. 1/4 tsp ground cinnamon 
6. dash of nutmeg 
7. dash of salt 
8. 1/3 cup cold unsalted butter, cut into small chunks 

 
For the Peach filling 

1. 3 1/2 lbs peaches (about 6-8) peeled, cored and  
2.      sliced about 3/4in thick 
3. 1/4 cup sugar 
4. 2 Tbsp flour 
5. 2 tsp lemon juice 
6. 1/2 tsp vanilla 
7. dash of salt 
8. dash of cinnamon 

 
Instructions 

1. Add the sliced peaches to a medium size bowl. 
Add 1/4 cup sugar and toss to coat. Allow 
peaches to sit for about 20 minutes, to allow 
the sugar to pull some of the juice out of them. 

2. Meanwhile, make the crumb topping by 
combining all ingredients. Cut in the butter 
with a pastry blender or fork until the mixture 
resembles small crumbs. Refrigerate the 
mixture until ready to use. 

3. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F. 
4. Drain the peaches, reserving the peach juice, 

and placing the peaches in a large bowl. 
Measure out 1/4 cup of the peach juice and add 
it to a small bowl (you can discard the rest, or 
drink it because it's delicious!). Stir in the 
flour, lemon juice, vanilla, salt, and cinnamon. 
Pour mixture over peaches and toss to 
combine. Pour peaches into a 8x8'' or similar 
size dish. Sprinkle crumb topping evenly over 
the top. Bake for 30-35 minutes or until golden 
brown and top is set. Remove from oven and 
allow to cool for at least 10 minutes before 
serving. Serve with vanilla ice cream, if 
desired. 
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This new column is designed to offer an avenue for 
information sharing beneficial to the residents of 
Indian Springs Village.  Anyone having a question 
is welcome to email rainwater2047@gmail.com 
and have your question published in the Indian 
Springs Village Voice. 
 
If a good neighbor has something that needs a 
good home, it can be offered at no charge to a 
resident. 
 
 
J.S.R. of Indian Springs has three large rain 
barrels he would like to give to anyone interested.  
The rain barrels are  40 and 70 gallons in size and 
they are in good condition.  Email 
rainwater2047@gmail.com if interested. 
 
 
J.S.R. has a question about wells in Indian 
Springs.  He would like to know the water source 
for these wells.  If anyone has any knowledge of 
this, please email rainwater2047@gmail.com.    
 

NOTARY AVAILABLE 
 
As a convenience to our Indian Springs residents, 
I wanted to let everyone know that I am now a 
Notary Republic.  If I can be of service, please let 
me know. joan@indianspringsvillage.org 
 
Thanks, 
Joan Downs 

 

Good Neighbors 

mailto:rainwater2047@gmail.com%20/
mailto:rainwater2047@gmail.com%20/
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NORTH SHELBY LIBRARY 
AUGUST 2016 

 

 

ADULT  PROGRAMMING 

NSL Book Club 

Thursday, August 18 at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

SPECIAL CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 

Last Day to Claim Library Dollars 

Monday, August 1 

Last Day for Library Stores 

Monday, August 8  

 

TEEN PROGRAMMING 

Open Gaming  

Fridays, August 12 and 19 at 3:30 pm  

 

 

     Northrup expressed appreciation for all the support 

she has received over the years and hopes to inspire 

others the same way. 

     “I always had adults — whether it was administration 

or colleagues or anybody — that had confidence in me, so 

their confidence in me drove me to want to do my best 

and continue going forward,” she said. 

     In the Shelby County School District, Natalie 

Landrum, a fourth grade teacher at Helena Intermediate 

School, was also nominated for PAEMST. 

     Recipients of the award receive a certificate signed by 

the President of the United States, a paid trip for two to 

Washington, D.C. to attend a series of recognition events 

and professional development opportunities and a 

$10,000 award from the National Science Foundation. 

     “I don’t do what I do for the recognition, clearly, but it 

is nice to be honored and selected and recognized as a 

high-quality math teacher,” said Northrup. “I do what I 

do for my students and I always want to do what I think is 

the best practice at the time and give them the best 

instruction possible.” 
 

OAK MOUNTAIN TEACHER 
NAMED FINALIST FOR 

NATIONAL AWARD 

by ALI RENCKENS, 280Living 
July 29, 2016 
 

For Jennifer Northrup, the best awards are smiles, bright 

eyes and the excited babble of high-pitched voices.  

 

However, as one of the five 

finalists in the state for the 

Presidential Award for 

Excellence in Mathematics 

and Science Teaching, the 

Hoover resident is receiving 

national recognition for her 

work at Oak Mountain 

Elementary School. 

     PAEMST is the highest 

honor bestowed by the U.S. 

government for K-12 math 

and science education, 

according to the PAEMST website. The award recognizes 

teachers who develop and implement a high-quality 

instructional program that is informed by content 

knowledge and enhances student learning. 

     “I enjoy the students. I enjoy inspiring them,” said 

Northrup, who has been teaching third grade math and 

science at Oak Mountain Elementary School for the past 

three years. “I have a passion for math and science and I 

just like passing that love on to them and seeing them 

getting an idea and seeing their creativity take off.” 

     This past summer, Northrup spent three weeks as a 

trainer for the Alabama Math, Science and Technology 

Initiative, a program that Mountain Brook Elementary 

uses. As the lead math and science teacher for third grade 

at Oak Mountain Elementary, she attends Shelby County 

school board meetings and collaborates with other Oak 

Mountain Elementary teachers to determine the most 

effective teaching method, which often involves more 

hands-on learning, as opposed to simply reading a 

textbook. 

     “When you’re looking at students’ learning, you have to 

look at the lesson you taught and whether they got it or 

whether they didn’t get it, then you have to adjust your 

instruction accordingly on whether it was even just one 

child who didn’t get it,” said Northrup. “How are you 

going to meet all of different students’ needs?” 

     Established by Congress in 1983, the program 

authorizes the president to bestow up to 108 awards a 

year. Since the program's inception, more than 4,400 

teachers have been recognized for their contributions in 

the classroom and to their profession. 
 

http://280living.com/topics/ali-renckens/
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