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TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, September 16, 2014  7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 7, 2014  7:00 p.m.

Indian Springs Village Telephone
Directory Number is 982-1755

For Town Hall Reservations
please contact Patricia Crapet. 
e-Mail: ISVillage@aol.com
website: www.indianspringsvillage.org

Editor’s Notes
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian 
Springs Village, AL, established October 16, 
1990.  The mission of this newsletter is to foster 
a spirit of community and co-operation. It is the 
vehicle for reporting the monthly deliberations of 
the mayor and council in town council meetings; 
additionally it provides these officials and other 
Villagers a means of communicating – it is a 
“voice.” Expenses are covered by the efforts and 
donations of ISV volunteers.  
The Village Voice is published the first week 
of each month. Articles for the October edition 
should be submitted by Sunday, September 28, 
2014. All materials submitted for publication 
may be edited, including letters to the editor, 
which must be signed and give writer’s address 
and phone number. All opinions expressed in 
this newsletter are those of the authors of articles; 
any opinions expressed should not be attributed 
to the mayor or the council.
Address letters to the editor and news items 
to: Michael Harrington, Editor, 291 Valley 
View Lane, Indian Springs, AL, 35124; 
Tel: 205.447.0273 e-mail: michael@
michaelharringtondesign.com  

Editor’s Appreciation to:
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing
Herb Robins for proofing

 I was recently asked to speak at the Oak 
Mountain Athletic Boosters Meeting, 
and I decided to share with you some 
of  the points I addressed.
	 You should know that OMHS 
is recognized as a top school not just in 
this area, but in the state.  Good schools 
play a critical role in maintaining and 
enhancing property values in North 
Shelby County and Indian Springs. 
	 Since its inception in 1999, 
the Athletic Booster Club has provided 
funding for facilities and coaching 
supplements to allow OMHS to 
compete at the highest level with the 
surrounding schools and communities.  
They are competing with Hoover, 
Mountain Brook, Homewood and 
Vestavia for example.  The Shelby 
County School Board cannot give funds 
to support extracurricular activities.  
Whether we like it or not, parents 
and kids look not just at the academic 
quality of  a school , but almost equally 
at the extracurricular activities it offers 
and the quality of  its facilities.
	 I let them know that ISV is 
supportive and proud of  our school 
system and understands how important 
it is to the community.  We fought for 
school security and stood with the 
Sheriff for the presence of  School 
Resource Officers in our schools.  
We do realize that Indian Springs is 
a small community without much 
commercialization or tax base to help 
support the schools as cities like Pelham 
have.

	 I reminded them that 
our mission statement addresses 
preserving  the beauty and tranquility 
of  this valley.  To borrow a phrase:  
“PAVING PARADISE TO PUT UP 
A PARKING LOT” is not meant to 
happen everywhere!  This protects the 
schools by limiting excessive adjacent 
commercialization and keeps the 
learning atmosphere peaceful.
	 I encouraged them, especially 
those who live in Indian Springs with 
kids in the Oak Mountain schools, 
to attend council meetings and town 
functions.  I also encourage you, 
especially those of  you who no longer 
have kids in school, to participate in 
their events such as Friday night games 
and fund raisers.  News of  the school 
events and current projects will be more 
available soon as we are incorporating 
a section of  The Village Voice for each 
of  the schools in our town to submit 
articles. 
	 The schools are a vital part 
of  our community. I truly believe 
by  bringing the schools into the 
community, we will be bringing the 
community into the schools. I hope to 
see more of  each of  you in the future.

Sincerely,
Brenda Bell-Guercio

 by Brenda Bell Guercio



TOWN COUNCIL 
MEETINGS
August 2014
Town Council Minutes

The Indian Springs Village Town 
Council Minutes may now be accessed 
on the ISV web site.  Therefore, 
beginning in this issue of  The Village 
Voice you will find a summary of  the 
highlights of  the actions taken at the 
ISV Town Council meetings.   If  you 
would like to review current and past 
minutes in their entirety, please visit the 
Indian Springs Village web site at 
www.indianspringsvillage.org. 

August 5, 2014:
 	 The Indian Springs Village 
Town Council met at the Town Hall on 
Tuesday, August 5, 2014. Councilman 
Herb Robins called the meeting to 
order at 7:05 P.M. and led the Pledge 
of  Allegiance.  The Town Clerk called 
the roll and all council members were 
present except Mayor Bell-Guercio. 
	 The minutes of  July 15, 2014 
were reviewed.  Councilman Trammell 
made a motion to include a statement 
made by him at the council meeting 
7-1-14.  The motion did not receive 
a second. A discussion ensued and 
Councilman Robins made a motion 
to end the debate and Councilperson 
Harrington seconded the motion. The 
vote was four yes and one no.  The 
minutes were approved as written with 
the exception of  a typographical error.
	 Deputy Derek Dixon was in 
attendance and he introduced the 
new deputy for ISV, James Sellers. 
Robins thanked Deputy Dixon for 
his friendship and service to our 
community.
	 Councilman Mendel reported 
that he is working on a new ordinance 
that will update Ordinance 2005-004 
and will e-mail to everyone for their 
review.  He also reported that he has 
started work on the 2015 budget and 
he will send his work via e-mail for 
review and discussion.
	 Harrington informed the 

council that the grass has been cut at 
the residence on Spring Garden Street.  
She advised that the property has been 
purchased and we should no longer 
have issues concerning the weeds.  She 
also updated the council concerning a 
conversation she had with the attorney 
of  the owner of  the Pawnee Drive 
property.  Some progress is being made.  
A proposal should be submitted for the 
cleanup in the near future. 
	 Councilman Stauss reported a 
problem with TekLink and the inability 
to upload to our website.  Also, he has 
sent a test email out from Constant 
Contact; progress is ongoing.
	 Trammell reported the need 
to establish a list of  manufactured 
homes that were grandfathered into the 
town.  Since manufactured homes are 
ordinance prohibited, such a document 
should exist.  He is working on this 
project.
	 Robins gave the Fire Chief  
Report since Chief  Tyler was unable to 
attend the meeting.  There were a total 
of  162 calls; 56 fire and 106 medical 
related.  He also brought to everyone’s 
attention the article in the Shelby 
County Reporter concerning the 
donation of  North Shelby District’s old 
fire engine to the Kingdom Volunteer 
Fire Department.
	 Robins introduced Bryan 
Fuller, President OMHS Athletic 
Booster Club.  Mr. Fuller detailed the 
history of  the club along with their 
debt situation (the Booster Club built 
the stadium at Herdmont Park).  He 
addressed the difficulty of  meeting their 
debt obligation along with the need to 
continue improving the facilities in 
order to compete within the category 
of  their athletic program. Surrounding 
schools are helped with funding by 
the cities, however, since OMHS is a 
county school, this help does not exist.  
He commented on the Community 
Summit being held August 11thwhere 
the goal is to bring the financial needs to 
the attention of  the community.  Also, 
one of  the biggest fund raisers is the 
Sports Festival Fish Fry at Herdmont 
Park on Saturday August 16th.  The 

council agreed to send out E-Blasts’ 
in order to notify ISV residents of  
upcoming functions in an effort to gain 
community support.
	 Robins informed the council 
that a letter from our city attorney went 
out concerning the junk vehicle issue 
on Woodfern and explained that if  a 
vehicle does not have a current
tag, it is considered a junk vehicle.  
He also commented on the recent 
burglaries in ISV and advised everyone 
to be watchful.  He thanked Stauss for 
the E-Blast posted to warn our citizens.
	 The Mayor asked that Robins 
remind the council that they need to 
begin to review the comprehensive 
plan in order to tweak it over the 
next few weeks particularly in regard 
to underground utilities, trees, 
landscaping, etc. if  Highway 119 is 
ever widened.
Robins adjourned the meeting at 8:05 
P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Joan Downs

August 19, 2014:
	 Councilman Mendel presented 
the proposed budget for FY 2015. The 
vote to approve the budget will be on 
the agenda for Sept 2, 2014. Budget 
information will subsequently be 
presented on the web site and in the 
Village Voice. Council person Robins 
reported the issue with the junked 
vehicles has been resolved. He also 
reported he has been in touch with 
David Johnson from Oak Mountain 
State Park with regard to the coyote 
problems. They have hired two trappers 
to trap in the park area adjacent to ISV.
Councilman Trammell presented a 
declaration for the consideration of  the 
Council to document the manufactured 
homes that were in place prior to July 
1992. The declaration was to document 
the location and existence of  the nine 
manufactured homes located in ISV 
grandfathered into the town because 
they were established prior to the 
adoption of  the ISV Zoning Ordinance 
that was adopted July 14, 1992. Thus, 
these homes were classified as non-



conforming uses of  the ordinance. The 
declaration was adopted by the council.

August 27, 2014: 
Town Council Work Session: 
	 Items on the agenda for the 
work session were ISV’s MS4 Storm 
Water Permit;  ISV’s Comprehensive 
Plan with respect to underground 
utilities and landscaping along Highway 
119 and a proposed procedural 
ordinance regarding expenditures of  
town funds. 
ISV Town Engineer Frasier Christy 
explained ISV’s MS4 Storm Water 
Permit required by ADEM and 
administered through a cooperative 
agreement with Shelby County 
Environmental Services.  A discussion 
was held concerning potential ways to 
cut the cost of  obtaining the necessary 
permit.
	 Mayor Guercio led a discussion 
on ISV’s comprehensive plan with 
respect to protecting and enhancing 
the 119 corridor. A discussion 
followed concerning the possibility of  
underground utilities and landscaping 
on 119 and the need for an ordinance 
to address these issues.  Councilperson 
Harrington agreed to further research 
the legalities of  the potential ordinance. 
Councilman Mendel presented a 
proposed ordinance that he had 
researched and drafted which dealt 
in detail with procedures and controls 
for the expenditure of  town funds. 
The draft ordinance will be further 
considered at the next regular council 
meeting. 

SHELBY COUNTY 
TOURISM
By Ruth Goodwyn. Publicity Chair, 
Indian Springs Garden Club
 
 Chris Hershey, who lives in Vestavia 
Hills, was the guest speaker for the 

August 28 meeting of  the Indian 
Springs Garden Club, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m .at the Town Hall. 
He explored the many diverse 
attractions that Shelby County has 
to offer to inhabitants and tourists.
	 He began by noting the 
phenomenal growth of  Shelby 
County, especially in the last ten 
years, and explaining that the 
Tourism Bureau operates from 
a small portion of  the lodging 
tax charged by hotels and motels 
countywide.  That portion of  the 
lodging tax is used to create events 
to attract more people and hence to 
enlarge the county’s coffers. Their 
website, www.DiscoverShelby.com, 
has a large chart showing Shelby 
County Population: 1970 – 2013.  
In 1970, the population was 38,037; 
in 2000, it was 143,293; and in 
2013, it was 204,180. 
	 The nature of  events 
planned is decided by the predicted 
economic impact to be had in 
bringing outside money into Shelby 
County.  He mentioned in particular 
the three times the 12,000 acre Lay 
Lake has  played host to the Bass 
Masters Tournament, events that 
happen at nearby Veterans Park 
on Valleydale Road, the Alabama 
Wildlife Center at the almost 10,000 
acre Oak Mountain State Park (one 
of  60 parks throughout the state, 
including nearby Heardmont) 
and other attractions.  At the ice 
arena at the Pelham Civic Center, 
the University of  Alabama hockey 
matches will be held.   He also 
mentioned the three wineries on 
the winery trail, the University 
of  Montevallo, museums and the 
Cahaba River.  In short, Shelby 
County, located in the heart 
of  Alabama, has “a little bit of  
something for everyone,” he said.
	 “Shelby County” and 

“Shelby County, Alabama, 
Economic Development Edition, 
2013-2015” were two full-color 
publications distributed by the 
speaker.
	 Eleanor Bennett led the 
devotional and members enjoyed 
refreshments brought by President 
Liz Alosi, Marge Dunn and Ruth 
Goodwyn.

ALS ICE BUCKET 
CHALLENGE
Steve Zerkis

Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis 
(ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s 
disease, impacts more than 5,600 
people who are diagnosed each 
year.  Up to 30,000 Americans 
are currently affected.  ALS is 
responsible for two deaths per 
100,000 people every year.
		  The ALS Association 
is conducting a fund raising effort 
called the “Ice Bucket Challenge” 
to try to raise awareness and money 
to find a cure for this always fatal 
disease.  I know of  three people who 
have died from this disease.  One 
was my sister-in-law.  The others 
were close friends one of  whom lived 
in Indian Springs Village.   There 
are no nice fatal diseases.  None are 
easy.   They are all horrible.  
	 Several members of  my 
family have taken this challenge 
so far, including my seven year old 
grandson.   Their videos are on my 
Facebook page.  I guess I am next.  
I hope it’s a warm, sunny day.   It is 
for a very good cause.
	 You don’t have to have a 
bucket of  water and ice poured 



over your head, but I do ask you 
to consider making a contribution 
to the ALS Association or other 
legitimate ALS organizations to 
help find a cure for this disease.  
Thank you.

SPECIAL 
EQUESTRIANS 2014 
CELEBRITY GOLF
TOURNAMENT
By Madison T. Pozzo

Celebrities Tee Off to Help People 
with Special Needs
Every football fan in Alabama 
has heard of  Bobby Humphrey, 
and they know he could sure play 
football. What they probably don’t 
know is that every year he recruits 
former teammates and Auburn 
rivals as well as other former college 
and pro athletes to help raise 
money to support a program that 
offers people with special needs the 
opportunity to do something they 
might otherwise never be able to do: 
ride a horse.
	 Bobby is the Celebrity Host 
for Special Equestrians’ annual 
Celebrity Golf  Tournament. All of  
the proceeds from the Tournament 
support Special Equestrians, a non-
profit organization with a mission 

IS YOUR 
AMERICAN FLAG 
READY FOR 
RETIREMENT?
By Ethan Shaw

If  so, drop it off for a proper 
retirement at the North Shelby F.D. 
Station 2, 4996 Caldwell Mill Road, 
Indian Springs Village.

On September 13th at 10:30AM, 
the Boy Scouts will hold a Patriot 
Day Assembly which will include 
a proper retirement ceremony for 
American Flags.  
	 It is great to see so many of  
our residents displaying our country’s 
flag on special holidays. As we all 
know,  part of  our responsibility to 
the revered symbol of  our nation is 
that it be displayed properly. That 
means that when our flags become 
worn, torn, faded or otherwise 
unusable, that they no longer be 
displayed and are retired from use in 
a dignified manner.  “The flag, when 
it is in such condition that it is no 
longer a fitting emblem for display, 
should be destroyed in a dignified 
way, preferably by burning”  Title 4, 
U.S. Code section  8K.
	 ISV residents can drop worn 
out “Old Glory’s” at The North 
Shelby Fire Station 2 on Caldwell 
Mill Road, Indian Springs Village 

and the firemen will make sure 
that all are taken to the Patriot 
Day assembly for inclusion in the 
retirement ceremony.  Better yet, 
take your flag to the retirement 
ceremony yourself  and attend this 
important event. The ceremony will 
be held at the Alabama Veterans 
Memorial Park, 100 Overton Access 
Rd. Birmingham Al 35243: from 
I-459 take exit 23. The ceremony 
will start at 10:30 AM and the first 
20 attendees will receive a free 3x5 
American flag. Thank you Boy 
Scouts for this important patriotic 
service project! 

to provide quality therapeutic 
horseback riding and hippotherapy 
to individuals with physical, mental, 
developmental and emotional 
disabilities. This year’s event will 
be held Thursday, October 2nd, at 
Timberline Golf  Club in Calera, 
and Bobby will be there with an 
amazing collection of  celebrity 
players. Among this year’s guests 
will be:

Lamonde Russell
Antonio London
Chris Rogers
John Parker Wilson
Antonio Langham
Mark Everett
Ken Hollis
Edward Butler
Chris Hammond
Joe Cribbs
Terry Daniel
Smokey Hodge
Andre Howard

	 Why do these busy men 
give their time to support Special 
Equestrians? Because they believe 
in the organization’s mission and 
know that their presence, each 
teamed with a foursome, can make 
an enormous difference to the 
success of  the event.
	 And why do they believe 
in Special Equestrians? Because 
at Special Equestrians, certified 
instructors, licensed therapists and 
over 280 volunteers work to provide 
a stimulating environment in which 
participants learn new skills, develop 
their strength and flexibility and 
experience a level of  freedom while 
riding that often may elude them 
in their day-to-day lives, - freedom 
that so many take for granted.

Event basics: 
Thursday, October 2nd,
Timberline Golf  Club, Calera, AL
8:00 Registration/9:00 



Shotgun Start
After-play Lunch Party and awards 
presentations in the Clubhouse.
	 Our next Volunteer 
Training Session will be held on 
September 13th from 10-12 noon. 
Those interested in participating 
can go to our website at www.
specialequest.org or call the office 
at (205) 987-WHOA.

Samuel O. Jones IV
IS NOW FULL 
COLONEL
By Ruth Goodwyn,
former neighbor, who remembers 
when he was referred to 
as “Little Sam.”

A ceremony honoring Samuel O. 
Jones IV, who grew up in Indian 
Springs, on his promotion to 
Colonel was held April 28, 2014 at 
Joint Base San Antonio, Texas.
	 Colonel (Dr.) Jones is Chief  
Medicine Consultant to the Air 
Force Surgeon, assigned to Air Force 
Medical Operations Agency in San 
Antonio.
Colonel Jones, who graduated in 
1988 from Pelham High School, 
graduated from the Air Force 
Academy, located just north of  
Colorado Springs, Colorado, in 
1992 with military distinction.  He 
completed his medical degree from 
the University of  Alabama School 
of  Medicine, Birmingham, and 
subsequently served at Elgin Air 
Base as an F-15 flight surgeon for 
the 60th Fighter Squadron.  He 
completed his internal medicine 
residency in 2002 and his Cardiology 
Fellowship in 2005, both at Wilford 

Hall Medical Center, Lackland Air 
Force Base,  San Antonio, earning 
awards in research as well as top 
teaching fellow.  He then performed 
a Cardiac Electrophysiology 
fellowship at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston.  While there, he 
earned a Master’s Degree in Public 
Health at the Harvard University 
School of  Public Health.
	 Prior to his current 
assignment, Colonel Jones was a staff 
cardiologist at Wilford Hall Medical 
Center and San Antonio Military 
Medical Center, with a focus on 
sports cardiology and sudden 
cardiac death.  He has over 25 peer 
reviewed publications and abstracts, 
holds a position as an Associate 
Professor of  Medicine through the 
Uniformed Services University of  
the Health Sciences and serves on 
the Board of  Governors for the 
American College of  Cardiology.
	 Colonel Jones and his wife, 
Leslie, from Oneonta, AL, have 
three boys, Quinn, Luke and Jake.  
His mother is Villager Mrs. Leta 
Jones.

FREE LANDFILL DAY
Saturday, October 4, 2014

Shelby County Landfill
State Route 70 – 401 Landfill Road 

(between Calera and Columbiana)
Hours: 7:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Scalehouse: 669-4169

eVillage Voice 
Have The Village Voice delivered 
to your email! Please forward your 
name, address and email address 
to: myvillagevoice@yahoo.com.  
Sign up now to make sure you 
don’t miss any future issues!  Hard 
copies of  The Village Voice will 
be available inside the Town Hall, 
Neil’s Pharmacy, the North Shelby 
Library and the Heardmont 
Senior Center.

TOPS WEIGHT LOSS 
SUPPORT 
Group Meetings   
Take Off Pounds Sensibly (TOPS 
Chapter 0566) meets every Tuesday 
morning at St. Francis Episcopal 
Church, 3545 Cahaba Valley Rd, 
Indian Springs Village, 35124.  
Weigh in at 10:30 a.m.   Meeting 
at 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon.  Call 
995-2166 for more information.      
The Take Off Pounds Sensibly 
Weight Loss Support Group meets 
on Monday nights at 5:30 p.m. at 

Indian Springs First Baptist Church, 
3375 Cahaba Valley Road, Indian 
Springs Village. Call 910-3962 
with questions. Please join us!  Lose 
weight with friends! 

Building Permits 
submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer

Applicant: Francis A. Bryant & Sons
Owner: Len Shannon
Address: Swan Drive
Proposed Use: New residence

Applicant: Gibson Anderson Const.
Owner: Grey & Priscella Denny
Address:  1170 Stagg Run Tr
Proposed Use: Residence upgrades

Applicant:  Murphy Home Builders
Owner:  Tammy Nabors
Address:  N/A
Proposed Use:  Residence



Special Children’s Programming
Saturday, September 6th from 10:00 – 11:30 a.m.
Lego Club
The library provides the Legos, the kids provide the imagination and creativity. 
Families are welcome to drop in anytime between 10:00 and 11:00 to build 
spectacular creations. Creations will then go on display in the Children’s 
Department. All ages welcome. No registration is required.
Wednesday, September 17th @ 1:00 p.m.
Homeschool Hangout 
Glenny Brock: Lighting the Lyric, Counting the House Writer Glenny Brock 
discusses the history and future of  Birmingham’s Theatre District. Registration 
is required. Ages 7-13 welcome. 
Friday, September 19th: All Day
Talk Like a Pirate Day
Stop by the Children’s Department any time and say your favorite pirate phrase 
to get a sweet treat! Arrr!
Friday, September 26th from 4 - 4:45 p.m.
By the Book Party
Join us to celebrate National Library Card Sign-up Month. We will have crafts, 
games, food and fun. All ages are welcome. Registration is required.

Story-Time Programming
Mondays, September 8th, 15th, and 22nd @ 9:30 and 10:30 a.m.
Toddler Tales 
Stories, songs, fingerplays and crafts make up a lively 30 minute program 
designed especially for short attention spans. Registration will begin one week 
prior to each storytime. Ages 19-36 months. Registration Required. 
Tuesdays, September 2nd and 16th @ 9:30 a.m.
Baby Tales
A story time designed especially for babies and their caregivers. Stories and 
music provide interaction for the babies and time for caregivers to talk and share 
with each other. Ages: Birth to 18 months. Registration will begin one week prior 
to program date.  

NORTH SHELBY LIBRARY 
Children, Teens & Adults May Happenings 2014

Fill a tote bag for $10 Book Sale! 
Friday, September 19th from 6:30pm-8pm: Friends 
Preview Event including snacks, adult beverages and 
the best book deals we have ever offered!  New Friends 
members will receive a tote bag and $5.00 coupon 
towards the book sale! 
Saturday, September 20th from 10am-4pm and 
Sunday, September 21st from 1pm-5pm: Public Book 
Sale! Thousands of books, dvds and audiobooks to 
choose from!

Bottle Cap Mural
*We are collecting bottle tops for a recycled bottle top 
mural to be located in the children’s department. So 
start saving up your CLEAN bottle tops and drop them 
off at the library. We need all colors, especially brown.



* *For more information or to register for any of  our 
programs or storytimes, call or email the 
Children’s Department at 205-439-5504 or 
northshelbyyouth@gmail.com or visit our website at 
www.northshelbylibrary.org

Teen Happenings September 2014
Gaming
Fridays, September 5, 12 & 19 – 3:30-5:45 pm
Come to the Teen Department each Friday afternoon for open gaming on 
the Wii and with board and card games. Teens need a parent permission slip 
on file to attend. Open gaming will not be held on the last Friday of  each 
month. Contact Kate at 439-5512 or nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org for more 
information.  
Anime Night
Monday, September 8 @ 6 pm
Join us in the Teen Department for an evening of  anime. The audience will pick 
what we watch. Treats will be served and costumes are welcome! Contact Kate 
at 439-5512 or nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org for more information.
LEGO Mania
Monday, September 22 @ 6pm
Show off your skills. Join us for free-build and take part in the speed building 
competition. Creations will be put on display in the Teen Department. Call or 
email Kate at 439-5512 or nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org for more information. 
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