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Indum Springy Village, Alabama

November 9, 1999

INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

Tuesday, November 16, 7:00 p.m.
indian Springs Village Town Hall

Agenda
I. Mayor/Council Committee
Reporis
il. Ordinances and Resolutions
Ifl. Citizens' Forum

indian Springs Village Telephone

Directory Numberis 992-1755
Indian Springs Village Website:

www.mantissa.com\SV.HTML\

Editor’s Noles

The Village Voice isthe official organ of Indian Springs
Viliage, AL, established October 16, 1990, The mission of
this newslelter is to foster a spirit of comraunity and co-
aperation. It is the vehicle for reporting the monthly
deliberations of the mayorand the council intown counci!
meetings: additionaily it provides these officials and other
villagers a means of communicating--itisa "voice.” Bx-
penses are covered by the efforts and donations of 15V
volunteers. Deliveriesare made atnocharge by volunteer
couriers.

Address letters totheediior to; Dr. Ruth Goodwyn, Bditor,
151 Choetaw Lane, Indian Springs, AL 35124 (988-0896),
ore-mail: rulg® mindspring.com. Questions about circula-
tion should beaddressed toCouncilwoman Patricia Crapet,
370 Vaticy View Road, Indian Springs, AL 35124 e-mail:
tcrapel @realtysouth.com; (voice mail 802-2753). Manag-
ing Editor is Bee Little, 867 Valley View Road, Indian
Springs, AL 35124(985-9988). Reposter for Homestead
neighborhood is Bonnie Murphy, 5164 Hollow Log Lane,
Birmingham 35244 (991-2535)

The Village Voiceis published the second Tuesday of each
month. Artictes for publication in the Dec. 1999 edition
should be submitted by Tuesday noon, Dec. 7. The editor
reserves the right to editall materials submitted forpubli-
cation, including signed letters tothe editor, which will be
published if space permits. All opinions expressedin this
newsietier arc those of the authors of articles; any opinions
expressed should not be atiributed to the mayor or the
council.

Editor’s Appreciationto:

SV aluminum can recyclers for their support
Indian Springs Viltage couriers for hand delivery
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead deawing
TriciaCrapet, RealtySouth, for production

A Message from the Mayor

ByGene Weingarten, Mayor

The following articleappeared in the October 25thissue of the Birmingham Business
Jaurnal. | believe it shouid be required reading for all cell phone users. Thanks to the
Jonrnal andto Ms. Carole Clancy, managing editor of the Adlanta Business Chronicle.

I wantto shake the hand of Mayor John M. Coyne of Brooklyn, Ohio. BeforelItell
you why, let e sharc the latest in a string of incidents that led me to want to meet him.

OnarecentSaturday morning, ! was going south onPeachirtec Road and tried o make
aleftturn into a Walfle House parking lot behind a taxifrom Arigo Cab Co. Butthecab
driver paused at theentrance tothe parking lot, leaving me stuck in the middle of Peachtree
Road just as the light was changing and northbound traffic was headed straightat me. I
laid on my horn, a delensive reflex 1 developed driving in other big cities, and after what
scemed like forever, the cab proceeded into the parking Lol

Tpulled into the space next to the cab, and looking through the window saw that the
driver, awoman, was talking onhercell phone. Practically shaking, Istarted lecturing her
onthe dangers of talking on the phonc while driving, and threatened to call thecab company.
Sheshrugged potitely and continued talking. I walked away upset. Thecab company never
returned my call.

An emergency is different

Hadthe same situation happened tome--or you—in the Cleveland suburb of Brooklyn,
the outcome might have been quitedifterent That'sbecause in Mayor Coyne'stown, driving
whiletalking onacell phoneisillegal and results inaticket. Exceptions to the ordinance,
which was enacted in March, are emergency cafls or cell phones that aren't hand-held.

Ttis alaw § heartily endorsc. 1believe itrepresents a proactive approach to public
safety justas safety belis and laws againstdrinkingand driving do. Idon'tfeclitconstitutes
aninvasion of personal privacy, or that itis in the same category as putting on makeup or
similar distractions, as some opponenis argued when talk of asimitar ordinance emerged
in Houston last month--threce months after a 22-year-old driver reaching forhis cell phone
ran overa § 2-year-okd. Quite the contrary, talking onaceil phoncrequires listening and
other brainpower thatis esscntial to defensivedriving. A University of Toronto study said
therisk ofaccidents among driverstalking on cell phones wascomparable todriving under
the influence of alcohol.

Unlike fordrinking, there are noprohibitions againstdriving while using celiphones.
In Gwinnett County, 16-year-old Ashiey Laing lost control of her van while calling her
motheron acell phone, killing 2-year-old Ryan Duffner and injuring his mother as they were
taking a stroll in their Lawrenceville neighborhood. Laing, who left the scene of the
accident, was recently sentended to 90 days in boot camp.

In Brooklyn, police stopped 150 cars the first six months of the ordinance, fetting
drivers off with warnings. They started issuing ticketson Sept. 1. Coyne said summonses
have been issucd to 32 drivers so far. The fines are nominal, just $2 to $3, Coync said,
“because the worse thing you can do is give the impression thtat you are socking them for

taxation.” (continued onpage3)



Meontessori School Expands
By Ruth Goodwyn, Editor

Site preparation will begin soon on the camnpus of the Joseph S.
Brune Montessori Acadernsy on Timber Hill Road for ifiree ball courts
and an outdoorclassroom. Two ichniscourts, an outdoorbaskethbatland
a volleyball court will be built, as well as an open =ir classroom for
nature study near the pond, all on grounds adjacentto the soccer field.
Theland waz acguired aboulone year ago, according to Theresa Sprain,
headmistress and founder of the school.

Asmallshopping center on the south side of Highway 119 next
0 a trailer park, the trailer park, and two residences have been
purchased to enlarge the campus to about 18 acres. One of the
residences is now ir us¢ as a classroom for grades 4-6, kousing 22
stirdents and two rabbits. The rabbits are among several animals,
including goats, which inhabit the campus, in keeping with the
Montessori philosophy that young children employ all their senses to
investigate interesting surroundings.

The Montessort Academy was opened in 1982 by Murs. Sprain as
Whispering Pines Montessori School, with four pre-school students
sudying in two smatl buitdings on 10acres. The location was chosen
by Mrs. Sprain and theschool's main benefactor, Joseph S Bruno, who
wanied theenvironmentto be rural, and after visiting several Montesson
schoots alt over the Uniled States.

The school operated as Whispering Pines until 1989, but the
name was legally changed toJoseph S. Bruno Montessori Academy at
therequest of several parents. The schoolhasenkarged to 268 students,
from toddlers (some as young as 21 months) to 8th graders. Thestadent
population is diverse, and includes African-Americans and Chinese,
and some from the Philippines. The mostrecentto enter the Academy
is one whose parents moved from the Ukraine. About 20percentareon
full or partial scholarships granted by the Bruno Foundation. Children
with special needs and very gified children are enrolled, but Mrs. Spain
emphasized thatchildren are not separated by "ability to learn"--with
the proper environment and guidance all learn at their own pace,

While most of the students are transported by their parents in
riding groups, including those from Indian Springs Village, 25 ride the
school- owned busses from two pick-uppoints, the Southeastern Bible
Collegeon Highway 280 and Birmingham's Botanical Gardens.

The Montessori method of preschoot and elementary education

is based on the teachings and methods of an Italian physician, who spent
many years observing children. Themethod emphasizesinitiative and
self-direction acquired through physicai freedomand self-helpinstruc-
tion materials, With physical freedom a strong sense of responsibility
is instilled. The method focuses on children's using theri hands while
at the same time using their mental faculties. Teachers provide the
"orderly and beauiiful” envivonment for learning, but temain in the
background as facilitators in keeping with the Moatessoriphiiosophy
that you don't "impose” knowledge upon children--they must do it
ihemselves. The goal should be not to fill the child with facis froma
pfc-selected course of studies, but rather to cultivate his or her own
nateral desiretoleasin. Thechild is motivated from within by a patural
curiosity and alove of knowicige,

Thefirst Montessori school wasopenedin 1 907 in Rome, ltaly, by
Maric Montessori, the firsy woman in fialy io graduaie in medicine frore
the University of Romein 1894. Shecontinued herstudiesin philosophy,
psychology, and education. Her educational methods were developed
while she was practicing in {he psychiatric clinic at the University of
Rome and became interesied in learning how children learn. Her earliest
work was with under-privileged children. Her methods at the first
established school were so seccessfulthat other Montessori schools were
opened. For4Q vears Dr. Montessori traveled throughout Europe, India,
and the United States, lecturing, writing, and esiablishing teacher-
training programs.

Headmistress Sprain trained at the Memphis Montessori Train-
ing Institule after receiving a bachelor of arts degree in both music and
history. She earned @ masterof artsdegrecin education and latera degree
in administeation from the University of Alabamaat Birmingham. She
iscertified to teach pre-school through grade 12. She and her husband,
Robert{Baob),are the parents of four children, now grown. It was while she
was teaching music and their children were in grade school that she
became interested i educational methods and later pursued this interest
with travei and further education, leading to the founding of the local
academy. The academy is funded by the Brano Foundation for capital
expenditures and by tuition for operaiing expenses.

The Sprains are Village residents who live about five minutes
fromthe school. Bob Sprain cares for the farm animals and wildlife on
the grounds and ponds, and makes alt purchases for theschool's cafeteria,

Teachers at Montessori schools must follow the prescribed
curriculum for gradoating inschoolsof education, then receive two more
years of special training at institutions such as the one Mrs. Sprain
attended orthose like Xavier University, Cincinnati, or other universities
or colleges where Moniessori training is available. More colleges and
universities are incorporating Moniessori methods into their teacher
raining program.

About 27 teachers are employed at the Bruno Academy; six of
them are extended-day teachers. Hours are 7:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. each
weekday. In the toddlers’ classes the teacher-pupil ratio is 1-6;in oiber
gradesitis 1-10. Thecurriculumincludes art, music, physical education,
along with reading, arithrnetic, mathematics, literature and langoages,
history, social studies, and geography. Students learn through presenta-
tions, seminars, hands-on experiences, laboratory experiments, and
research projects. Studentsalse learn {by doing) aspects of practical life
suchas cooking, cleaning, sweeping. Twolibrarians are available atthe
excellentresource/mediacenter to help them withresearch. The website
is htp/fwww jsbacademy.org/ for the school.

While the day may be loag, it is broken up by the noon meal
servedin the cafeteria. Afterthe older students arethrough with classes
at3:00p.m. they are in supervised study hall foronehour. They may then
play soccer, other outdooror indoor games, orwork at the many computars
available both inclassrooms and in the resource/media center. Grades
4-6 have 3 30-minuie period after lunch to read, rest, or nap. Aad the
toddlers and 3-year-olds take an hour-and-a-half nap after lunchtime!



Town Council Highlights
October 19, 1999

By Fatriciu S. Crapet, Town Council Place #2

There was adefinite crispness to the air onthe nightofthe
Ninth Annual Founders' Day Celebration. The council meeting
was held under the pavilion, immediately following adinner of
hamburgers and hotdogs, compiete with trimmings, prepared
and served by the ISV Pothole Crew, Paul Stephens, Jim Boyett,
and Bart Trammeli. The crew had some good volunteersinLola
Stephens, Nora Boyett, Connie Trammell, and Herb and Margie
Robins, who handled serving, as well as distributing the
delicious home-madedesserts broughtby Villagers. Tornout
was less than usual, mostly due to the fundraiser at Qak
Mountain Elementary, but the atmosphere was justas exciting
asinprevious years.

The council meeting wascalled to orderby Mayor Gene
Weingartcn, withcouncilpersons Herb Robins, Patricia Crapet,
Gary Dennis, ArtJohnson, and Stewart Dudley in attendance.

Town Clerk Paul Stephens gave the town's financial report
as follows; building permits, $1,874; zoning fees, $150; alumi-
num can recycling, $103; beer taxes, $892: and road funds,
$834. The balance in the general fund was $120,096 and the
balance inthe road fund was $88,600.

Gerald Templeton, chairman of the ISV Zoning and
Planning Board, preseated all council members with a copy of
the wireless telecommunications ordinance which his commit-
tee has spent several months drafting. The council will review
the ordinance and vote on itat the November meeting.

Due to the festive atmosphere, no other business was
conducted. The meeting was adjourned to allow Villgers to
resume dining and fellowship.

Town Tags for Sale

By Ruth Goodwyn, Editor

Indian Springs Village auto tags with the beautiful ISV
logo created by Julia Wyatt Schenk are on sale at Neil's
Pharmacy on Highway 119 acrosstrom Indian Springs School.
Thetagsare $8.00 each and make very good Christmas presents
tor triends or family members who live in the Village.

A Message From the Mayor (continued)

Coyne answers calls every day about the ordinance from
alloverthe country and as faraway as Singapore. For the mayor,
who's been in office 52 years, there's a sense of dejavu in all
this--in 1966, Brooklyn was the first U. S. city to enact a seat
beltlaw, he satd. Thirty years later, Ithink he's right on rack.

ISV Children's Fund

By Patricia Crapet, Town Council Place #2

Allofus wholivein Indian Springs Village are blessed.
Welive innice homes, drivenice cars, wear nice clothes, and
send our children to some of the best schools available, both
public and private. Welive close to ourchurches, schools, and
are privileged to be within a few minutes of some of the best
restaurants and shopping in the state. We have wonderful
neighbors and the aimosphere in our neighborhoods isoneof
peaceful co-existence with nature's creatures. Yes, we are
blessed withsomany wonderful things that we sometimes take
for granted our lifestyle and the material benefits that we enjoy.
We cannotconceive that there are others who are less forfunate
than we are. Others who live justasclose as wedo toall of these
blessings and amenities that we have become accustomed to.

Theholiday season isonce again uponus. Each yearatthis
time, weas Villagers cometogether to help local children who
need our assistance have a happy Christmas, just as we provide
forourown children. InDecember, 1994, the Indian Springs
Village Childrens' Fund (ISVCF) was established for this very
purpose. Thebrain-child of former Mayor Hub Harrington, this
fund has provided food, clothing, and other necessities, as well
as toys, tochildren who find themsclves in dire circumstances.,

Eachyear, assisted by the counselors atourOak Mountain
schools, the ISVCF takes on the task of providing for needy
families who have children in our community's schools. Mary
Veal, OMES counselor, will be providing alistof names and
needs from as many as 18 children from 12 different families.
These families are carefully screened by Mary and the other
counselors before lists are senthome to the parents todetermtine
the wants and needs of the children and their families.

The ISVCFis madeup totally of donations from citizens
mthe Village. Every penny of every dollar goesdirectly tothe
benefit of the children. There are no administrative costs, with
volunteers handling the shopping, wrapping, and distributing of
the gifts. Every effortismade to ensure thateach child is fed and
clothed, and that wishes to Santacome true.

Of course, none of this would happen withoutthe gener-
osity of Indian Springs Villagers. Open your hearts and your
checkbooksforthis, themost worthy of our yearly ISV projects.
Send yourdonationsto: Patricia Crapet, 370 Valley View Road,
Indian Springs, Alabama, 35124. Make yourchecks payable to:
Indian Springs Village Childrens'Fund. Names of those donat-
ing will be published in The Village Voice. Your donation
amountwillbe keptconfidential. If you wish for your name to
be kept confidential also, please enclose a note with your
donation. To volunteer as a shopper or to help wrap, please call
Margie Robins (980-9217). Thank you in advance from the
children.



Can Recycling Is November 17

ByAridohinson, Town Council Place#4

Aluminumrecycling is Wednesday, November17.To
recycie, please use light-colored or ¢clear plastic bags withthe
topofeach bug tied withakuot. Take yourrecycling tothecurb
before 7:00 p.m. and place near your driveway {opposite
household garbage). If we missed your pickup, pleasecall Art
johnsonat988-3217.

in Sepiember and October, Indian Springs recyclers
recycled 7001bs. of atuntinun. Thisbroughtthe ten-month total
103,832 Ibs., or an average of 383 1bs. per month.

Lastmonth your ISV recycling volunteers were Margic
and Herb Robins, Nancy Johnson, PatPotter, Paul Scokel and
son, Sharon Durbin, and ArtJohnson.

Thank you for recycling. Watch for ISV recycling
reminders along Highway 119, Indian Crest Drive, and en-
rancesto Homestead.

Volunteers Are Needed

Therecycling program continuesto grow, and new volun-
reers areneeded to meetcurrent and future needs. Volunteers
spend approximately one hour pex month on the Wednesday
evening following the Tuesday town councilmeeting. Wealso
need standby volunteerstofillinfor regular ones. Recycling
teams work in pairs, one driver and one personto pickup the
cans. Volunteers witha pickapor vehicle witha trailer hitch
areespecially needed. To volunteer, pleasecall ArtJohnson
2£G88-3217. Recycling isa volunteer community project; the
wooeeds help support The Village Voice.

Bailding Permit Requests

By MartyMartin, Town Engineer

One building permit was issued inOctoberto the Criss
Family, 5532 Double Oak Lane, for additions and driveway.

Big Response; Nothing Settled

By Ruth Goodwymn, Editor

Paul and LolaStephensreport that Villagersresponded to
the appeal in last month's Village Voice for help with theneedy
family in Alabaster. The family has been befriended by the
Stephens' danghier, Terry. The donation of aused trailer was
requested as the family needsliving quarters. Villagerscalled
to offer monetary donations; several suggestions included
getting the family settled in governmenthousing, Sgfarihc
matter hasnot been resolved, butLolaisopenio suggestions.

fyoucanhelp, callheratl 988-4672.

News Around the Village

ByRuth Gaodwyn, Hdizay

Congratafations

Ron and Sandy Luster are the proud grandparents of Grace
Ann Eddins, who was born on October 14. Grace Ann, the first
chitd to the Lusters danghter, Karen, and husband Pat Eddmns,
weighed seven pounds, one ounce and was bornat Centennial
Women's Hospital in Nashville, where the former Villagerand
her family now reside. Congratulations to ali!

1SS to Honor John Badham

The fall play, Romeo and Juliet, will be performed
November 12 inthe Town Hallonthe Indian Springscampus for
the theater dedication to John Badham. A leader in the film
industry, Badham is a highly renowned alumnus of the school
and amember of the Board of Governors. Hisexpertise infilm
and theater helped to guide the design of the Town Hall fine arts
center.He hassupported the school students and community
overthe yearsthrough the General Henry Badham Scholarship

program.

Local Schools to be Toured

During the American Association of School Librarians
convention being held in Birmingharm this week, tourshave
been arranged for three school library/media centers in the
Village. OnThursday, Novetmber 11, theIndian Springs School
Town Hall and library/media center will host visitors from all
overthe U. S. attending the conventionwho elect to tour local
Jibraries. Other schools to be visited are the Oak Mountain
Elementary and Oak Mountain Middle schocls. Schools from
the area where the convention isheld are sclected to betoured
on the basis of theirexcellence.

North Shelby Library Arts & Crafis Show

The second annual North Shelby Library arts and crafts
show will be held on Saturday, December4, 9:00a2.m.-1:00
p.m. Aregistration feeof $10. willreserveatable to showcase
crafts or food iterns. For more information call Judy Lawson at
439-5510.

The library will be closed on Veterans' Day Nov. 11 and
for Thanksgiving Nov. 24-20. Children's Book Week is
November 15-21. Story Time with Mr. Mac will be held
Thursday, Nov. 18,at 10:30 am.; a special Tuesday Story
Time with Mr. Mac will be held Nov. 23 at 10:30 a.m.

To Observe Big 50th

Mrs. and Mrs. James Norman Wood of 539 Caldwell Mill
Circle plan quietly to mark their 50th wedding anniversary
November 23. The couple has lived in ISV abouta decade.
Theirchildren are danghter Jan Arledgeandher husband Scott,
943 CopenaDr.,and ason, Tommy Wood and his wife Galeof
Roanoke, AL. The Waods are couriers for The Village Voice.



