ISV Children's Fund Successful

Councilwoman Patricia Crapet

"Joy to the World...and give me everything else!" read
the words on my Christmas night shirt. It sounds cute, and is
most likely reminiscent of the oft-times materialistic side of
many of us. Sure, it's fun to get lots of nice presents for
Christmas and other special cccasions, bat, after all, whatcan
anyonge give us that we can't just go out and buy for ourselves?
Considering the number of credit cards that we all have, not
much, uniess there really is a Santa Claus!

Since becoming involved with the Indian Springs Vil-
lage Christmas Fund ISVCF), many villagers have come 1o
understand a little more about what "joy" should be all about.
True joy is not what you receive during your lifetime, but
instead, what you give to others, whether it be in the form of
a donation, helping hand, kind word, or just a wam smiie.

Since the last issue of The Village Voice, more villagers
have joyfully responded to the needs of those less fortunate
than themselves. Several local school children and their
families were given a Christmas that they would not bave had
without the generous dopations of these villagers: Pete Wil-
son, Onnie Dickerson, Dr. Larry Mackall, Roy and Betty
Duncan, Ashley Weems, Quenton and Jackie Johnson,
Albert and Peggy McGuffey, Mr. and Mrs, Charles Webb,
Bart and Connie Traminell, Jack and VernaDean, Bill and
Shirley Renshaw, Ralph and Carolyn Bodie, Robert and
Judith Konecny, Graeme and Ann Wilson, Marcia Tripp,
Carrol and Patricia Potter, Jeff and Mona Holmes, Patricia
Smith, and Jim Leper and his landscaping company, Jim
Loper & Company, Inc. Jerry and Brenda Pate. son,
Randy, and daughter, Ashley, adopted onc of the children
from the list, purchasing all that was needed for his happy
Christmas. An anonymous Village couple adopted a whole
family of five, including the parents, providing many
unaffordable necessitics that this family could otherwise not
have had. Also giving generously for a second year were
Doug and Carolyn McWhorter. Doug, an attomey, is @ co-
worker of Mayor Hub Harrington,

A well-deserved “thanks” also goes to the smart shop-
pers who descended on K-Mart ininvernesstobuy the wish-
list items. Olivia Weingarten, Hub Harrington, Onnie
Dickerson, Larry Mackall, Art and Jackie Johnson, and
Tricia Crapet prowled for the best bargains, spending sev-
eral hours on a wintry Monday night making sure that Santa’s
list was checked twice. A warm note of appreciation to the
manager at K-Mart, Mr. Linn Richards, who was happy to
give our shoppers a 10 percent discount on all purchases.

Thanks, again, to all who helped spread a little “joy” in
and around ISV this year.
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A Letter to the Citizens of ISV

We wanted to extend our thanks for your participationia
helping our needy families during the 1995 Christmas season.
Your assistance allowed us to serve every family that was on
our list this year. Community support is always a blessing.

There are not words that express our deepest thanks. If
there is something we can do to repay the favor, please lelus
know.

In sincere appreciation,

Miss Mary Sirickland, Counselor
Mirs. Evelyn Blake, Principal
Oak Mountain Elementary

Accolades

By Councilwoman Patricia Crapet

A special thanks goes to those villagers who have
donated money, farnishings, and other items for use in the
Town Hall, Jack and Rita Mendel made a generous donation
to go towards renovation expenses. Hub and Kathryn
Harringion donated furniture forthe parlor, including tables,
chairs, and a sofa. Russ and Lindsey Allison's donation ofa
targe bookcase/wall unit for the town office will be used for
housing ISV's Code of Alabama Law books, among other
things. Hardy and Deborah Gibson have donated several
itemns for the kitchen, as well aslamps forthe office and parlor.
Mr. and Mrs. Waiter Stockli's donation of a new microwave
oven is sure to be appreciated by everyone, especially the
Sheriff's deputies,

These much needed donations will be used time and
again by the town and sheriff's staffs, as well asby visiors and
guests, Anyone wishing to make donations o the town hall,
please contact Bee Litite (985-9988) or Patricia Crapet {802-
2753).

The Village Voice gratefully acknowledges gencrous
donstions from Jack and Rita Mendel and Billy and Pam
Longshore, Cur community newsletter is totally funded
through the generosity of ISV citizens and from proceeds
from the ISV Aluminum Can Recycling Program.,

ISV Tags Still Available

Indian Springs Village tags, with our unique and beag-
tiful logo, are available at Neil's Phasmacy, located at 1573
Cahaba Valley Road. The cost of the tags is a mere $8 each.

Show your community spirit and expexricnce a feeling of
pride when you meet your fellow citizens in parking lots and
on the streets and highways.
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V' jwn Council Highlights
cipationiecember 19, 1995

35 SCASOLLgnncilwoman Patricia Crapet
that was 0
vblessing.  The Town of Indian Sprinigs Village held its first meet-
rin the newly-renovated 1SV Town Hail on Tuesday,
t thanks. kember 19, 1995, at 7:00 p.in. Mayor Hub Harrington
lease let usided, with council members Ron Luster, Patricia Crapet,
tJohnsen, Gary Dennis and Stewart Dudicey in aliendance.
preciatior
Town Clerk Paul Stephens reported revenues for the
 Counselonth were: beer taxes, $613, and road funds, $711. The
e, Principance in the general fund was approximately $7,000 and the
Flementarince in the road fund was $34,615.

The only order of business for the evening was the
ndonment of a spurin Indian Highlands. The spur, which
joriginally intended to conmect with Cghaba Qaks, was

who havited on Woodfern Drive. The council voted unanirnousty
ruse in thihe abandonment.
us donatio
i Kathry Delicious refreshments were served to ail in attendance
ding tablesr the mecting.
onation of
be used fwy Hall Available for Bookings

mong othe, it Pairicia Crapet
OTUNCEWOnan Fairicia Lrape
ited severs P

> and parlol . . . e .
iCrOWaY: The Indian Springs Village Town Hall is now available

pecially th?s citizens for social and civic affairs and meetings. The
llity, which has a maximum occupancy of 50 persons, has
he comforis of home, including a full service kitchen.
3d. t}mc M gome of ISV's citizens have already begun to utilize this
VISHOTS Mo i1y) community resource, with two functions booked
etown hall, e 0 yoouary.
“rapet (802
On Wednesday, Jamuary 10, the Cahaba Valley Garden
b held its menthly meeting. Members of the club who are
S8 8eNCI0iien s of Indian Springs Village are Pauline Clark, Frances

ly and Pany.y  jeppie Pittman, Anne Stapleton, and Olivia
ally fondeqyoacter,

m proceed:

m. The Special Equestrians, whose program is housed at

ian Springs School, will hold their annual meeting on

iday, January 20. Villager Rita Mendel reports that the

nbership of Special Equestrians is excited about having a

e and Beally, . <o a5 the Town Hifl made available to thern.

ated at 157:

ere $8 each 1r voy are interested in using the Town Hall for a
dion, please call Bee Litile (985-9988) or Tricia Crapet

€a feeling 03 5753y for information and scheduling,
king 16ts ang

Help Wanted!

By Councilwoman Patricia Crapet

The Village Voice needs volunteer couriers who will
deliverourcommunity'snewsletter on Miller Circle, Old Mill
Trace, and in the Cahaba Oaks Subdivision. Since these are
not "through" roads, these ronies arc very casy to do via the
vehicle of your choice.

Retiring from service as couriers are Jane Martin and
Betty Rivers, who have both delivered our community news-
letter for a number of years. We sincerely thank them fortheir
dedicated service.

The Villuge Voice welcomesnew courier Herh Callioud,
of Hollow Log Lane in Homestead., Former courier Lew
Rusinko has passed the torch to Herb, who has graciously
accepted the responsibility of the largest route in our town,

If you are interested in becoming a courier, please call
Olivia Weingarten (988-5417) or Fatricia Crapet (802-2753).
Delivery only takes a few minutes, once per month, and is a
great way {0 serve your community ofl a continuing basts.

Newcomers

By Councilwoman Patricia Crapet

Indian Springs Village extends a warm welcome o Tim
and Deborah Nelson, 2644 Buckboard Road, in Homestead.
The Nelsons come fo Indian Springs Vitlage from Hoover.
Tim is in the home health care business.

Leaving ISV for Atlanta are Lew and Mancy Rusinko,
longtime residents of Homestead. Lew, who was the courier
for The Viliage Voice in the Homestead subdivision, was one
of the driving forces responsible for the election and subse-
quent annexation of Homestead and the adjacent Winn-Dixie
Marketplace into Indian Springs Village. We will all miss
Lew and Nancy and wish them well in their new home,

In Sympathy

Sincerest sympathy is extended to Lindsey Allison and
family in the loss of her grandmother, Dorothy Dorser of
Hoover. DiDi, as she was called by her great-grandchildren,
was a frequent visitor to the Allisoniome, and was well-loved
by many of the Allisons’ neighbors. A woman of exceptional
style, wit, and humor, Mrs. Dorer is survived by two daugh-
ters, Donna Leigh Jackins of Hoover and Judy Wycoff of San
Francisco, as well as several grand and great-grandchildren,
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This Old House, ISV Style

By Councilwoman Patricia Crapet

History Is Made in ISV

The Indian Springs Village Town Hall ofiicially opencd
its doors to the public on Sunday, December 17, 1995,
Approximaiely 25() guests attended the Open House celebra-
ticn, which was held with the nsoal small-town flair that is so
indigenous of functions in Indian Springs Viliage.

* Visitors to the McCletlan House were treated (o the very
best in ISV home cooking while closely inspecting this latest
endeavor in ISV's short histery. The positive response was
overwhelming. Everyone loved the facility and {bought the
renovations could not have been better. 'The house was now
truly a “home” to our town and its citizens.

The transformation from old house to towit hall was
anything but smooik. Emotions ran the full gamut of highs
and lows, [rom exiilarating and fun to sometimes depressing
and burdensome. With many people to thank, and lots of
stoties to tell, here are a few highlighits for your amuscment,

How It All Began

Having been appointed by Mayor Hagrington 1o oversee
and coordinate the project and having had sonse personal and
professional experience dealing in such maliers (but mostly
because I am uswally available when not everyone clse is), my
lirst step was to ask for volunieers (o be on the commiitce. A
core group of individuals organized several comsnitiees, such
as those for decorating, construction, clean-up, grounds keep-
ing, and planaing,.

Clean-up began almos! irmnediately folowing the ini-
tial purchase of the house and property in February, 19935,
Clean-up was handled by the ever-ready Pot-hole Crew. Jim
Boyett, Paul Stephens, Bart Trammedl, and Jim Wyatt
began work on the grounds immediately, frimming itees,
removing old structures, and burning debris. Town Hall neigh-
hor, Huberi Joiner, took on the job of fawn maintainence.
Jim Loper, ISV resident and award-winning Jandscape archi-
tect, volunteered his services for grounds planning.

Nexd, the town's needs were assessed for the space
available in the house and on the surrounding three acres. The
house necded 1o have a key wall removed to make way fora
meeting room large enough for approximadely 50 persons.
The kitchen, decorated in "early metal” cabinets from a
variety of time periods, desperately needed updating. Cos-
metic work was needed, bothinside and outside, and space {or
the Shelby County Sheriff's Department Morth Shefby Sub-
station was also to be addressed.

The next siep was 1o calist the assistance of volunteers
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who had the resources and expertise (o handle renovating 493-
year-old house. Robert Grant, a homebuilder who lives on
Foxtire Circle, was the first villager contacted regarding
assisting in the construction aspects of the project. Robert
eagerly accepted the assignment before evenseeing the house.

Love At First Sight!

Upon meeting Robert for his first visit io the site and
explaining what needed to be done, I gave him the opportunity
to "bow-ont" gracefully. "Oh, my gosh!" (or someihing to that
effect) were the first words to be beard from an astonished
Robert as he poked around in the attic for the first time.
Fearing the worst, T inquired what the probiem was, to which
he responded, "Real weod!" He was hooked for sure!

Inierior renovations were 10 begin with the removal ofa
key ioad-bearing wall. For those of you who don't know what
aload-bearing wall is, guite simply it holds up the house! This
was going to be a tricky situation at best, and Robert's framing
crew was nol showing quite the same exivilaration as their
employer. After all, they were accustomed to building, not
dernolishing . After some discussion it was determined that
there should be an inspection of the floor and foundation
underneath the house before removal of the wall could even
be considercd. Sure enough, a deiermination was made that
the floor should be braced from undemeath. So...which lucky
guy would crawl under the house t0 pull off this feat? After
another "discussion,” one lone volunicer emerged.

Eventhisseemingly sinple task became difficult. Crawl-
ing does notdescribe what "Sarge” had to do. It was more like
slithering! Clearance was such that when lying flat on his
back, his nose was literafly touching the tioor joisis above,
Not to be deterred, (or just mainly to get the heck outta there!}
"Sarge” successfully braced the floor and quickly exited the
dark, confining crawl space.

Surprise, Surprise!

Uhi-oh...Robert's phone number was prominently dis-
played on the digital beeper. From the mobile phone, the
urgency in his voice was unmistakable: "You gotta see this!
Cet over here.. " T don't remember where [ was, or wherel
was headed, but I imagined that there was something terribly
wrong. "Beam me up, Scolty”....

What asight! The atmosphere of the housc had suddenly
and complctely changed, as if we had gone (o a place back in
time. To everyone's excitement, the removal of highly
unflattering paneling had revealed original walls and ceiling,
constructed of tongue and groove wood, beautifully and
perfectly preserved for 93 years. The true character of this
house had emerged, and, through a unanimous consensus, the
remodeling suddenly turned o at least a partial restoration.
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me Marches On

Weeks and menths rolled by. Though it seemed as if
ere wasno activity at the house, intermittent work was being
rformed by electricians Duke and John Farmer and car-
ater Mike Smelcer. Central heating and cooling (HVAC),
well as insulation, were also installed while the town waited
er-patiently for its storm reimbursement funds from FEMA.

The decorating committee, comprised of Bee Little,
mndy Luster, Derothy Carlisle, and myself, was busy
Hecting bids and samples and sclecting finishes. Skillful
lidance came from Angela Dickerson, senior designer at
obblestone Design. Owner Dennis Goodwin allowed the
mmittee access to distributors warchouses and showrooms
rsetection of flooring. Villager Rita Cochran, of Kathy's
signer Kitchens, provided the best price and layout forthe
binets, while fellow villager Bubba Byrd, owner of Cre-
ive Surfaces, donated the Corian counteriops.

iming Is Evervthing
Early November...a Monday moming...sixish. Why is

¢ phone ringing? It's Mayor Harrington, who gleefully

nelaimed "Good news! The FEMA funds are here...get it
ne!" Not wanting o be the only person this excited at dawn,
honed Robert Grant and Duke Farmer to spread the news.

A schedule was worked oui for carpentry, installation of
setrock, cabinets, countertops, paint and floodng. Results
me quickly. Within days, the site was busier than a bee hive.
ings began fatling into place, especially after the sheetrock
ww came in. Old man winter bad reared hisugly head, so the
sw turited on the furnace to help the sheetrock dry.

The next day ihe building was still ice-cold, and the
setrock, still wet, The HVAC technicians "forgot” to fircup
theating unit when it was installed during the summer.The
swas also off at the meter. With the work schedule now off
tk, all subs had to be contacied before work could resume.

wis and Tribulations

A date was set and plans made for the grand opening.
¢ Little and Sandy Luster organizied the event. The date
s published and the “heat” was on for completion. In the
wing weeks, more things went wrong than went right.

""Whal do you mean, you have ancther jobto do that day?
u can't come back ‘'til when? We have an Open House
eduled.... Can't you swap days with someone?”

The outside A/C unit had been installed...three times,
ice in wrong locations.

"The attic is full of water,” announced electrician Duke.
came in around that new vent pipe to the new furnace.”

The bathtub valve broke, causing a clogged tub 1o
srflow during the night. Nora Boyett "mans” the plunger.

"We can't lay this vinyl until you get a plumber to move
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this toilet,” said the flooring installer.

The plumbing company called to cancel. One plumber
had the flu, the other had brain surgery. Strange, but truel

“This toilet needs repairing. You can buy a new one
cheaper,” said the third plumber.

"I can't wire the stove because it won't fit in that cabinet
space," said Duke. "Got to remove the Corian and re-set the
cabinet,” said carpenter Mike.

"I need to take a quick trip to Orlando today", said the
painter, on the morning before the Open House.

"I need...” "I need..." "I need...”, chirped every sub.

Calgon...take me away!

24 Hours...and Counting

December 16th, 7:00 a.m.. The dawning of aday that is
etched in the memories of all who dared darkenthe TownHall
door. Anyone who dropped by was put to work. Anyone who
passed by was talked about! Only hours away frum the Open
House, there were still mountains of work to be done.

Fast, furious, and sometimes frantic volunteers busied
themselves to the tasks at hand. Deborah Gibson organized
fellow local artists who brought their lovely works to be
displayed for the event, then single-handedly hung over 40
works of art. Participating with Deborah were artists Grady
Barrow, Dee Bates, Betty Grady, Mary Jean Henke, and
Pat McIntosh.

Outside, Harry Little and some of his timber company
employees cleaned the grounds and cut the grass. Jim Loper
arrived with fovely "instant” landscaping, which was laid out
with the assistance of Harry Little and Michael Crapet.
Official sign maker Sammy Mentalbano brought the new
Town Hall sign, which was installed by Paul Siephens and
Jim Wyatt. The town Christmas tree, donated by Dobbs
Garden Cenier, was delivered by Jim Boyett.

Cleaning, shining, and decorating during the 24 hours
preceding the party were Bee Little, Sandy Luster, Nora
Boyett, Tricia Crapet and Deborah Gibson, Cobbiestone
Design's Dennis Goodwin and Nancy Smithson contrib-
uted their time and talent arranging the holiday decorations,
including the big red bows made by Shavon Durbin. Still
painting, patching, caulking, and staining were MikeSmelcer
and Michael Crapet.

As darkness fell on the viilage, exhausted recruits
returned 10 their homes and familics. All that remained were
carpenter Mike, electrician Duke, onc bossy red-head, and
husband, Michael. Bribery will get you everywhere, and so
will food and beverage. Keep the conversation light-hearted
and fun, and their turnmies full, and there isno end to what you
can get a few good men to accomplish. And accomplish they
did, right up until 2:00 a.m. Sunday morning, when the doors
were finally closed with smiles and sighs of "relief, at last”.



The Big Day Arrives

Something about 6:00 a.m. on Sunday moming does not
agree with my body clock. 1 could have sworn that 1 had just
closed my eyes when the dreaded phone rang. Bee needed a
key to the house to apply finishing touches to the cleaning and
begin recetving homemade goodics from villagers. No genile
prodding from her."Get with it!” she announced. "The chance
of rain is 100 percent, and we are likely to have a mess.”

Mike Sroelcer arrived unexpectedly to pressure wash the
porches and sidewalks, and made a quick repair to the
refrigerator, which had leaked water all over the kitchen floor
overnight, It was now noon. The doors were locked forthe last
lime in anticipation of what was to be an historic event for the
Town of Indian Springs Viliage.

At 1:30 p.m. Sheriff's depuiies were in place, directing
traffic and inspecting their new home. Sheriff James Jones
scemed more than pleased and remarked that all the deputies
would want (o be staiioned in ISV.

Though it was necarly impossible to keep track of those
who brovght food, known contributors were: Jackie John-
son, Sandy Luster, Ruth Goodwyn, Rita Mendel, Bee
Liitle, Larry Mackaill, Deborah Gibson, Rita Cochkran,
Sherri McWilliams, Phyllis Monical, and Gary and Sha-
ron Dennis. Beautiful ornaments which will be used formany
years were brought by villagers for the Christmas trec.

Whether by luck or ordination, the rain held off untii
long after the event was over. The Town Hall's debut was a
TOAring success.

Special Recognitior

Words alone cannot express the gratitude that isowed to
the following individuals for their invaluable assistance dur-
ing the renovation of the Town Hall.

Bee Little No task was too tough for this "worker"” Bee.
Whether hauling lumber and toilets, making garland out of
cedar branches, scrubbing paint and scuff marks while on her
hands and knees, painting windows, calling volunteers, or
organizing the Open House, ever-dependable Bee, frequently
with two children in tow, was oft-times a lifesaver. Always
the optimist, Bee kept spirits high with her quick wit and
cheerful smile.

Robert Grant. Uscd and abused by yours truly on an
almost daily basis. Robert gave ISV unlimited access to all his
accounts for building materials, His home construction busi-
ness took a back seat all too often when the Town Hall needed
tramers, sheetrock finishers or the carpeater. Robert never
failed to return any of the many beeps and phone calls (even
after he had memorized my phone numbers), day or night.

Page 6

B |
Enthusiastic from day one, Robert provided resources and
expertise invaluable to the project.

Mike Smelcer. Last, but certainly not least.Mike, 3
carpenter of endless talent and ability, is responsible for the
beautiful craftsmanship both inside and outside the Town
Hall. During the renovations he was the only person tha was
on the job each and cvery time he promised. There was
nothing he couldu't, or wouldn't, do when asked, evenifit
were ot his job. Once Mike even went to the dump site forour
consiruction debris to find a six-inch piece of old baseboard
that had mistakeniy been thrown away. Mike worked late into
the night several times, much to the detriment of his bachelor
social life. The day before the Open House, Mike donated his
time to design and build a beautiful podium out of scrap wood
for the meeting room. He also assisted in painting, caulking,
cleaning, pressure washing, and numnercus other menial tasks
unworthy of his skills, such as hanging curlains. Thoughnot
a resident of ISV, Mike took pride in having worked on this
project, For matty years to come, the town, and ifs citizens,
will take exireme pride in the many contributions made by
Mike at the Town Hatl,

B

ISV Recycling and Adopt-a-Mile | £

The
By Councilman Art Johnson Sprin
The next collsction date for aluminuin cansis Wednes- | The:

day, January 17. Please place bagged aluminuem cans bear | (own
yourdriveway before 7:30 p.m. onthe opposile side from your coui
normal Waste-Away trash, Also, please use white or clear the ¢

|
foste
plastic bags with the tops tied with aknot. Watch forrecycling | with
reminders along Highway 119, Indian Crest Drive, and the ] z’gi“*{
entrance to Homestead on coliection day. ‘ af ?z
Addr

During November and December some of our "top | articl
recyclers” were Pete and Aleta Lowe on Indian Crest Drive, | Crost
Dan and Cheryl Rast on Foxfire Circle, and Jerry and Paty o

Cragx

Smith and Madeline Johnson on Valley View Road.
l dayo
On Wednesday, December 22, volunteers Margicand | 1996

Herb Robbins, Sharon Durbin, Gene Weingarten, and Jackie { Mare
]

and Art Johnson rode the streets of ISV 1o collect 255 poungs | 2t
. . " o Voice
of recycied aluminum from villagers. "Thank you" foryowr | | ..

efforts to protect the environment and conserve 1esources. ation
Weather permitting, the next litter walk will be heldon EE;E:
Saturday, January 20, at 8:30 a.m, at the ISV Town Hall { tooih
parking lot on Cahaba Valley Road across the sireet fromthy | shee
Mormon Church. Come join your friendly neighbors atty | '@
specified time. Will you help? All you need to bring is apar | ,
of work gloves and some friends. Please help keep ourfown ¢ Eg‘!
beautiful. After the litter walk, as an incentive and inapprecis |, 1gv
tion, refreshments will be served to those who have partic | Patis
pated in this month's Adoept-a-Mile program. If you have ay gll;hﬁ
questions, call me at 98R8-3217. Mild;

Trici




