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INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, September 19, 2006, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 3, 2006, 7:00 p.m.
Agenda
I. Mayor/Council/Committee Reports
II. Ordinances and Resolutions
III. Citizen’s Forum
Indian Springs Village Telephone Directory
Number is 982-1755
For Town Hall Reservations please call Patricia
Crapet Voice Mail 802-2753
or E-Mail: ISVillage@aol.com

Website: www.indianspringsvillage.org
Editor’s Notes
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian
Springs Village, AL, established October 16,
1990. The mission of this newsletter is to foster a spirit of community and co-operation. It
is the vehicle for reporting the monthly deliberations of the mayor and council in town
council meetings; additionally it provides
these officials and other Villagers a means of
communicating – it is a “voice.” Expenses are
covered by the efforts and donations of ISV
volunteers. Deliveries are made at no charge
by volunteer couriers.
Address letters to the editor and news items
to: Alison Stigers, Editor, 5110 Split Rail
Trail, Birmingham, Alabama, 35244 (9811750), Fax: 980-0408, or e-mail:
villagevoice@indianspringsvillage.org.
The Village Voice is published the second Tuesday of
each month. Articles for publication in the October
edition should be submitted by Friday, September
29, 2006. All materials submitted for publication may be edited, including letters to the editor,
which must be signed and give writer’s address
and phone number. All opinions expressed in this
newsletter are those of the authors of articles; any
opinions expressed should not be attributed to the
mayor or the council.
Editor’s Appreciation to
Indian Springs Village couriers for hand delivery
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing
Herb Robins for proofing
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Message from the Mayor
by Steve Zerkis

In August I was invited to join a large delegation of Shelby County officials and business leaders on a day trip to Cobb County, Georgia to meet
with our counterparts. The visit was organized by the Shelby County
Chamber of Commerce. This was an opportunity to hear how Cobb
County handled their growth and the issues they faced. Cobb grew from
approximately 200,000 people 20 years ago to about 700,000 now. As
you can imagine, that growth has come with some difficult problems for
the county, towns and cities in Cobb County. It meant a tremendous
increase in traffic, numbers of schools and the increased infrastructure for water and sewer systems and the like. And of course, there
were questions about how they managed and paid for this growth without placing an undue burden on the residents.
Shelby County is also going through tremendous growth. Our population is now up to over 175,000 and is projected to skyrocket. I don’t
know what our county’s population will be twenty years from now, but it
could possibly double. Alabaster is now the county’s largest city and
has experienced 60 percent growth over the last ten years. The county is
feeling the pressures of growth particularly in its schools and roads.
Everyone talks about the traffic on Highway 280, but we know that Interstate I-65 southbound can become one long parking lot in the afternoons. Shelby County and many of its towns and cities have created
their own comprehensive plans and most predict substantial growth over
the next ten to twenty years.
A few days ago, I was asked by a reporter how our town was handling its
own growth. I had to remind her that when ISV grows it is typically by
ones and twos, not thousands. We plan to continue that approach. ISV
has its own comprehensive plan that defines how we plan to maintain
our town and it is following a low growth approach that retains the beauty
of our valley. We are dedicated to maintaining our town as a peaceful,
green oasis. But we will continue to be affected by the high level of
growth in the rest of the county. In the coming years, it will be even
more important to work with our county and state governments to make
sure our town’s voice is heard in county-wide and regional planning and
decision making.

was unanimously accepted.
There was discussion of the FY2005 audit with Keith
Barfield and Matt Philps, representatives of the town’s auditor, Barfield, Murphy, Shank & Smith. The auditors have
issued an unqualified opinion of the town’s financial statements.
Meeting was adjourned by Zerkis.

Town Council Meeting
July 18, 2006
The Indian Springs Village Town Council met on Tuesday,
July 18, 2006 at 7:00 PM at the ISV Town Hall.
Town Clerk Shirley Church called the roll and noted the
presence of Mayor Steve Zerkis, Council Members Herb Robins, Brian Stauss, Brenda Bell-Guercio and Jack Mendel. Also
present were Assistant Town Clerk Jim Wyatt, Chief Financial Officer Paul Stephens, Administrative Assistant Bart
Trammell and Planning & Zoning Chairman Wayne Jones.
The June 20, 2006 minutes were approved on a motion by
Stauss, seconded by Guercio. The July 04, 2006 minutes were
approved, as amended, on a motion by Guercio, seconded by
Robins. The June 2006 financial report was accepted, as
amended, on a motion by Mendel, seconded by Stauss.
Stephens reported the ISV General Fund has been transferred from Regions Bank to Compass Bank.
Robins congratulated everyone for a job well done with
the July 4th celebration.
Robins stated that Adkins Signs & Graphics is working on
a proposal to present to the council for replacing missing or
faded signs, painting certain street sign posts and painting the
town entrance signs on Cahaba Valley Road.
Mendel reported he and Trammell have finished the project
listing all ISV parcels. A comparison will be made with the
list furnished by the various utilities as their lists are received
to ensure ISV is receiving proper revenues.
Guercio reported all went well with the July 4th parade
and celebration. There were over 300 people who enjoyed
the festivities and a great time was had by all. She thanked all
the volunteers involved in making this event such a success.
Wyatt announced the Bishop Creek problem is being
addressed by property owners and State Government personnel.
Zerkis reported Patricia Crapet is getting a written
proposal for the town hall bathroom remodeling.
Jones presented a request that the council approve the
proposal for The View property located on Indian Crest Drive.
Stauss made a motion, seconded by Guercio, that The View
proposal, protective covenants, agreement with Homestead
subdivision and all associated documents presented by owner
Connor Farmer be accepted on the condition that necessary
fire plugs will be installed to meet regulations. The motion

Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Church, Town Clerk

Town Council Meeting
August 1, 2006
The Indian Springs Village Town Council met on Tuesday,
August 1, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Hall.
Town Clerk Shirley Church called the roll and noted the
presence of Mayor Steve Zerkis, Council Members Herb Robins, Jack Mendel, Brenda Guercio, Brian Stauss and Stewart
Dudley. Also present were Administrative Assistant Bart
Trammell, Assistant Town Clerk Jim Wyatt and Planning and
Zoning Chairman Wayne Jones
Town Council minutes of July 18, 2006 were approved, as
amended, on a motion by Guercio; seconded by Stauss.
Robins stated he had received a proposal from Jimmy
Rhodes (associate of Adkins Signs & Graphics) for $3,175.
Rules to vote on this proposal were suspended by Stauss,
seconded by Guercio, and unanimously accepted. Stauss
made a motion, seconded by Mendel that the proposal for
replacing missing or faded signs, painting certain street sign
posts and painting the town entrance signs on Cahaba Valley
Road be accepted. The motion was unanimously accepted.
Mendel discussed the financial report in general and will
plan to discuss in detail his recommendations for proposed
changes at our next council meeting on August 15, 2006.
Stauss reported he donated the town’s computer and the
town clerk’s old all-in-one printer to the Alabama Sheriff’s
Youth Ranch. They were very appreciative of this donation.
Zerkis stated Patricia Carpet was getting a written
proposal for remodeling the Town Hall bathroom and utility
room.
Meeting was adjourned by Zerkis.
Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Church, Town Clerk

Happy Birthday Indian Springs Village!
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor
Another year is passing and our Village will be celebrating its 16th birthday on Tuesday, October 17, 2006 at the Town
Pavilion. Everyone is invited. We should be enjoying great fall weather for this event. Bart Trammell and a group of
volunteers will be grilling up some hot dogs and hamburgers. There will be drinks and chips and, of course, some wonderful
pastries. We hope you will come to this annual event and bring your favorite pastry for everyone to enjoy.
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Signs of the Times

For Your Information

by Steve Zerkis, Mayor

by Bart Trammell, Administrative Assistant

You may have noticed some subtle changes around town
lately. One of them is that your town is having some of its
signs “freshened up”. I think we all have seen street
corners in town where the street signs are missing either
through theft or accidents, or are badly faded and in some
cases just unreadable. Those signs are about to be replaced. This is happening due to the hard work of
Council Member Herb Robins and ISV Administrative
Assistant Bart Trammell who have identified the signs
needed, placed orders for new signs and are working with
contractors to do the replacement and installation.

• Free Landfill Day - October 7th

Street signs at some intersections have already been
replaced. The signs themselves will be the familiar green
and white but the posts are being primed and painted black
with an anti-rust coating. Not every sign will be replaced.
Many street signs are in fine condition, but we will take
care of those signs in poor condition. We will also be
replacing some of the STOP and speed limit signs that are
discolored. Several new speed limits signs will be installed
where needed on local streets. As you know, the speed on
streets in ISV is either 20 or 25 m.p.h. with the exception
of Cahaba Valley Road and Caldwell mill Road.

This year the Alabama Department of Environmental
Management has extended the no open burning policy in
Shelby County another month, or through October 31st.
For information on open burning rules, contact the
Alabama Department of Environmental Management at
334-271-7861. The email address is www.adem.state.al.us.

Our unique ISV wooden street signs and posts along
Cahaba Valley Road are also in the process of being repainted and replaced where necessary. The signs in the
front of our Town Hall and at the entrances to our town are
also going to be cleaned and repainted. Is this a major
beautification project? Let’s say it is more of an ongoing
process to keep our town a nice place to live and your home
easier to find. Enjoy the result.

Cleanup Progress
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor
You may have noticed that work has started on cleaning
up the empty lot at the corner of Caldwell Mill Road and
Cahaba Valley Road. The property owner has had equipment and work crews on site to remove the various piles of
construction debris and to clean out material from the floodway. Progress on this and an adjoining lot on Highway
119 is being monitored by the city engineers of Indian
Springs Village and Shelby County.

A reminder that Saturday, October 7th has been designated
as “free” landfill day. This would be an ideal time to
dispose of that broken chair that you could not unload at
your garage sale. The landfill is located approximately 4
miles west of Columbiana on the north side of Highway
70. Products that are harmful to our environment, such as
petroleum products, paint, paint thinners and solvents are
not acceptable at the landfill.

• No Burning in Effect through October 31st

• More Blue Pages
I mentioned in last month’s issue that next year’s issue of
BellSouth’s White Page Directory will include Indian
Springs Village in the Government Section (Blue Pages). I
failed to mention that we will be included in the BellSouth
Yellow Page Directory which will be delivered during
October.

Garden Club News
by Lynn Hendricks, President, Indian Springs Garden Club

ISV Garden Club’s meeting for September will be a trip to
Vizzini Farms & Winery in Calera, AL. This is a familyrun mini-winery with a history of wine making for many
generations from the town of Vizzi, Italy. Vizzini’s has been
open for a few years, and are bottling some very good wines.
They have recently bottled their second batch of merlot
grapes from Sand Mountain, AL. After a tour of the
facilities, we will have lunch in their deli. The menu is
light with a few specialties of the day, appetizers, salads,
soups, sandwiches and an array of desserts. Members will
be notified of exact date and time.
Tip of the Month:
Feed summer annuals with a high phosphate liquid
fertilizer, but avoid fertilizing perennials so they can go
dormant.
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Indian Springs Village
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ISV Resident to Publish Books
Fourteen and Fifteen

Library Launches Online Book
Club
submitted by Michelyn Reid,
North Shelby Library Reference Librarian

Penguin Group USA has announced the release of a
new book that tells the amazing human stories behind some
of history’s most fabled submarines, the seventeen World
War II subs that are open to the public around the country
as museum ships (such as the USS Drum, adjacent to the
USS Alabama battleship in Mobile).
Written by Indian Springs Village resident Don Keith,
FINAL PATROL relates not only how each boat contributed to victory in the Pacific War (except for one sub, the
U-505, a German U-boat now on display in Chicago), but
also how each vessel was saved from scrapping so future
generations could appreciate them and the bravery of their
crews. FINAL PATROL will be released in October 2006
as a trade paperback and will be available wherever books
are sold. The book has also been chosen as a Featured
Selection by the Military Book Club and will be in their
Veterans’ Day catalog.
Additionally, Cumberland House of Nashville, Tennessee, will publish Keith’s other forthcoming work, BEAR:
THE LEGENDARY LIFE OF COACH PAUL “BEAR”
BRYANT. The book consists of a series of personal
vignettes of one of college football’s icons. It will be
issued in hardcover in September, 2006. Keith will be signing copies of the book at a kickoff event at the Alabama
Booksmith in Homewood at 4:00 p.m. on September 1
(www.alabamabooksmith.com).
During WWII, the U.S. Navy’s submarines suffered the
highest percentage of casualties of any branch of the American armed forces. One of every five subs was lost, a total
of 52 vessels and over 3,500 men. But these underwater
warriors accounted for almost sixty percent of Japanese
shipping losses.
Keith’s book is the result of considerable research by
the award-winning author. The book was written not only
for former submariners and military history buffs, but also
for anyone who appreciates a good story with fascinating
characters, and in the hopes that readers will visit the
museum ships in their areas. Keith says, “I’m really a
novelist but I couldn’t have created better characters or
plots than these. And these are stories that need to be told.
I’m just proud I got the chance.”
BEAR was based on a screenplay by the late Al Browning, a newspaper sports editor and television producer who
was close enough to the coach that his family asked him to
plan Bryant’s funeral. He had access to many others who
were close to the coach as well. The book also features
rare photos from Browning’s personal collection.

Finding a Great Book to Read Just Got Easier
So many books, so little time. For all those busy people,
the North Shelby Library has a new service: an Online Book
Club that delivers the beginning of a book electronically.
Each day, Monday through Friday, the library emails subscribers a portion of a book that takes about 5-minutes to
read. They’re able to read two or three chapters from a
book during the week. If they like a book, they can check it
out of the library. Each week the library features new books.
With 9 book clubs to choose from, there’s something for
everyone. Patrons can read Fiction, NonFiction, Romance,
Business, Good News, Teen and Mystery. They can also
listen to Audio Books in their email and there’s even a PrePublication Club. You can start reading books in your email
before they’re even published. Now you can discover great
books, even if you’re too busy to visit the library.
Adult Services Librarian, Judy Lawson says, “This new
service makes it easy for people to preview a book before
they check it out or purchase it. It also is a good place for
reading ideas if you don’t know what to read next. It only
takes 5-minutes a day and it’s fun.”
For the week of August 28th subscribers will be reading:
FICTION: The Children’s War by Monique Charlesworth
NONFICTION: The Radioactive Boy Scout by Ken
Silverstein
MYSTERY: Monster by Frank E. Peretti
ROMANCE: Fields of Gold by Bridget Kraft
BUSINESS: TurboCoach by Brian Tracy
GOOD NEWS: A Love Woven True by Tracie Peterson
and Judith Miller
TEEN: High School Bites by Liza Conrad
PRE-PUBLICATION: Vanity Fire by John M. Daniel
AUDIO: Surely You’re Joking, Mr. Feynman by Richard
P. Feynman
You can sign up for the service at the library or at their
web site: www.northshelbylibrary.org.
You can also forward the emails to your friends. It’s a great
way to stay in touch with friends and relatives that live in
other parts of the country.
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Computer Classes
submitted by Michelyn Reid,
North Shelby Library Reference Librarian

North Shelby Children’s/Teen
Department September Happenings
by Tess Bouvier, North Shelby Library Children’s
& Young Adult Librarian

Computer Classes at the North Shelby Library resume
on September 12th. Classes are only on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays from 8:30a.m. - 10:00a.m. For a complete
schedule go to the library website at
www.northshelbylibrary.org and click on the Computer
Class Schedule link. You can also pick up a schedule at the
library.
You must register for classes because seating is limited.
Register by calling or emailing Michelyn at 439-5510 or
nsref@shelbycounty-al.org.

Meet the Author
Come meet Robert Dalby, author of Waltzing at the Piggly
Wiggly, on Thursday, September 7th at 11:30. This is a
luncheon and tickets are available for $10.00. Please call
439-5500 with questions.

Healthy Cooking
The Shelby County Extension System will be offering a
“Take Charge of your Health with Healthy Lifestyle
Changes” series starting on Thursday, September 14 and
continuing on September 21st and 28th from 12:00 p.m. to
2:00 p.m. in the Meeting Room. Recipes will be demonstrated and participants will have the opportunity to taste
each one. Register at the library; $20.00 per participant for
the series of classes. Please go to the website at
www.northshelbylibrary.org for more information or call
439-5500.

Symphony Coming
to Indian Springs Village
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor
The Alabama Symphony Orchestra will be performing in
ISV four times this coming season. The first performances
are in October starting with a concert at the Oak Mountain
High School on Thursday, October 5. Then they will be at
the Indian Springs School on October 7. They will return
to the Indian Springs School on Saturday March 3, and
Saturday April 14, 2007. All performances will be at 7:00
p.m. Tickets for these performances are $15 for adults and
$7 for students. This is the first time the ASO will be
performing at OMHS. This is an opportunity to enjoy, in
our own town, a performance by a superb orchestra. For
further information, contact the ASO at 271-7727.

The Library will be closed Monday, September 4th for
Labor Day.
Visit our website www.northshelbylibrary.org for more details or call 439-5504 or email nsyouth@shelbycountyal.org!
September is “Library Card Sign-Up” Month! Come to
the library and get cards for the whole family!
Special Programming
September 5th-8th: “North Shelby Library is YOUR
Library!” Come and sign up for a library card! While
you’re at the library, get a tour of the Children’s Department and a special treat too!
Saturday, September 9th, 2-3:20 p.m. – “Family Movie
Day: James and the Giant Peach”
It is Roald Dahl’s Birthday September 13th! Come and celebrate his big day by watching a movie based on one of his
delightful books! There will be drinks and snacks, too.
Thursday, September 21st at 4:00 – “Craft: School Has
Begun!” Come and make a beaded star key-chain for your
backpack. All Ages Welcome. Registration Required.
Story-Time Programming
Toddler Tales
Mondays, September 11th, 18th & 25th at 10:30 & 11:30 a.m.
You can call the library at 439-5504 to sign-up. You may
begin registration the last Monday of the month for the
following month of programs. Ages 24-36 months. Registration Required.
Mr. Mac (Storyteller Extraordinaire!)
Wednesdays, September 6th, 13th, 20th and 27th at 10:45 a.m..
All Ages Welcome.
P. J. Story Time
Thursdays, September 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th at 7 p.m.
All Ages Welcome.
Teen Zone
Thursday, September 1st at 5 p.m. – “Teen Book Group”
Do you think that Book Discussion Groups are only for
adults? No way! How would you like to meet people your
age, read books that YOU find interesting and do it all at the
Cambridge Coffee House at Lee Branch? Call or email Tess—
439-5504 or nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org to register.
Participate in our Monthly Teen Book Pick! Suggest one
of your favorite books and we will buy some copies for the
library and have them ready for you all to check out! If we
pick your book to display, you’ll receive a cool gift as a
thank you for your help!
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Applicant: Berry Rogers
Owner: Willie Voyd Grimes
Address: 170 Grimes Road
Proposed Use: Rehab Septic Tank and Reconnect Power

Applicant: Pearl Construction Company
Owner: Same
Address: 120 Indian Gate Circle
Proposed Use: New Home
Applicant: Hurst Development Company
Owner: Steven E. Garmany
Address: 98 Paleo Road
Proposed Use: Pool addition

Applicant: Summit Electrical Construction, Inc.
Owner: Cindy Dollar
Address: 151 Bishop Lane
Proposed Use: Repair Electrical Service
Applicant: Jammie Davies for Case Handyman Remodeling
Owner: Dennis Horne
Address: 245 Cahaba Oaks Trail
Proposed Use: Create opening and install door

*

submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer

Building Permits

Heardmont Park Senior Center
September, 2006 Calendar

