Volume 15, Number 12
INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, March 21, 2006 , 7:00 PM
Tuesday, April 4, 2006, 7:00 PM
Agenda
I. Mayor/Council/Committee Reports
II. Ordinances and Resolutions
III. Citizen’s Forum
Indian Springs Village Telephone Directory
Number is 982-1755
For Town Hall Reservations please call Patricia
Crapet Voice Mail 802-2753
or E-Mail: ISVillage@aol.com

Website: www.indianspringsvillage.org
Editor’s Notes
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian
Springs Village, AL, established October 16,
1990. The mission of this newsletter is to foster a spirit of community and co-operation. It
is the vehicle for reporting the monthly deliberations of the mayor and council in town
council meetings; additionally it provides
these officials and other Villagers a means of
communicating – it is a “voice.” Expenses are
covered by the efforts and donations of ISV
volunteers. Deliveries are made at no charge
by volunteer couriers.
Address letters to the editor and news items
to: Alison Stigers, Editor, 5110 Split Rail
Trail, Birmingham, Alabama, 35244 (9811750), Fax: 980-0408, or e-mail:
villagevoice@indianspringsvillage.org.
The Village Voice is published the second Tuesday of
each month. Articles for publication in the April edition should be submitted by Friday, March 31 , 2006.
All materials submitted for publication may be edited, including letters to the editor, which must be
signed and give writer’s address and phone number. All opinions expressed in this newsletter are those
of the authors of articles; any opinions expressed
should not be attributed to the mayor or the council.
Editor’s Appreciation to
Indian Springs Village couriers for hand delivery
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing
Herb Robins for proofing

Indian Springs Village, Alabama

March 14, 2006

Message from the Mayor
by Steve Zerkis

Volunteers Needed
With our new year will come several of our community events. In April
we will have our annual Easter Egg Hunt which is fun for children from
toddlers on up. In July we celebrate our nation’s Independence Day. Our
town’s birthday celebration day comes in October, and we end the year
with a Christmas Holiday event.
This year I’d like to ask you to get involved in your Village; attend the
Town Council or any of the Town Commission meetings. Bring your school
age children to our meetings and let them also see how their own local
government works. Volunteer some of your time to help with Village events.
They can only happen if we have volunteers who will come out and help
with the work to prepare and conduct these fun activities. Council
Member Brenda Bell-Guercio will appreciate all the help she can get in
setting up and running our wonderful Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April
15. Please call her (987-2581). I understand that a certain big-eared
hopping critter may just show up for the kids. We may even add another
event to the schedule late this spring that will be fun for everyone including
our pets, but again, we will need a few people to help.
On the business side of things, we always need volunteers to join our
Town Commissions and Committees. We are working to implement our
ISV Comprehensive Plan. Our Development/Annexation Committee has
been meeting and working. We are looking for ways to improve life in
Indian Springs Village and your thoughts, comments and assistance are
always welcome.

Watch Your Speed
by Steve Zerkis, Mayor
The Shelby County Engineer has added several 25 mph speed signs on
Indian Crest Drive and Valley View Drive, so please be aware. Those speed
limits are being enforced by the Sheriff. Please drive carefully and be
on the lookout for anyone who is using our streets for walking, jogging and biking. They may not see or hear you coming and many of our
streets do not have shoulders. A step to the side may mean a fall down into
a ditch.
All streets within Indian Springs Village, including those in subdivisions,
have a speed limit of 25 mph or lower. The exceptions are Caldwell Mill
Road and Cahaba Valley Road which are 45 mph. The speed limit on
Caldwell Mill Road near the schools also drops to 35 mph when school is in
session.

Town Council Meeting

Town Council Meeting

January 3, 2006

January 17, 2006

The Indian Springs Village Town Council met on
Tuesday, January 3, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Indian Springs
Village Town Hall.
Town Clerk Shirley Church called the roll and noted
the presence of Mayor Steve Zerkis, Council Members Herb
Robins, Brenda Bell-Guercio, Brian Stauss and Jack Mendel.
Also present were Chief Financial Officer Paul Stephens,
Assistant Town Clerk Jim Wyatt, Administrative Assistant
Bart Trammell, and Planning and Zoning Chairman Wayne
Jones.
The Town Council Minutes of December 20, 2005
were waived on a motion by Zerkis, seconded by Guercio.
The November 2006 financial report was approved on a
motion by Stauss, seconded by Robins.
After some discussion about financial reporting and
cash balances, Stauss suggested Stephens investigate the
possibility of investing excess General Road Funds into a
CD. Stephens will check with several banks regarding
interest rates for a CD of twelve months or less.
Stauss will print 2006 business licenses in the near
future.
Robins discussed the ISV Children’s Fund shopping
efforts and thanked all those involved.
Zerkis reported that a survey of property at the corner of Cahaba Valley Road and Caldwell Mill Road to identify city lines, floodplain and floodways is being conducted
by the City Engineer. Results will be reported to the Mayor
and Council.
Zerkis presented a proposed agreement from the State
Highway Department regarding the repaving of Highway
119 during 2006. The agreement was amended and passed.
There was discussion as to the selection of an auditor for the 2005 fiscal year financial records.
Meeting was adjourned on a motion by Zerkis.
Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Church, Town Clerk

The Indian Springs Village Town Council met on
Tuesday, January 17, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the Indian Springs
Village Town Hall.
Town Clerk Shirley Church called the roll and
noted the presence of Mayor Steve Zerkis, Council
Members Herb Robins, Brian Stauss, Brenda-Bell Guercio
and Jack Mendel. Also present were Chief Financial
Officer Paul Stephens, Assistant Town Clerk Jim Wyatt,
Administrative Assistant Bart Trammell, Planning and
Zoning Chairman Wayne Jones, and past Town Council
Member Patricia Crapet.
The Town Council Minutes of December 20, 2005
were approved as amended on a motion by Robins,
seconded by Guercio. The December 2005 financial
report was approved on a motion by Guercio, seconded
by Robins.
Crapet introduced Mike Smelcer who has been
involved with building repairs at the Town Hall since its
purchase. Mr. Smelcer reported that, in his opinion, the
Town Hall was in good physical shape. He believes the
sunken floor in the hallway has been corrected. Crapet
said that the microwave in kitchen in inoperable and
Guercio may have a replacement that she will donate to
the town.
Zerkis will contact Crapet to discuss getting in touch
with the Shelby County Historical Society to determine if
the ISV Town Hall can be declared a historical site since it
is approximately 100 years old.
There was discussion regarding obtaining better interest rates on bank investments. Stephens is researching.
There was discussion regarding solar lighting to be
placed at the ISV signs along Highway 119. A lighting
contractor will be contacted for his opinion.
Guercio reported the Shelby County Humane
Society is considering the first or second weekend in
May to have the Wag-A-Thon program that will be hosted
by ISV.
Stauss reported that follow-up meetings of the
Annexation Committee will be scheduled soon.
Zerkis reported that a revised agreement was sent
to the State Highway Department regarding paving of Highway 119. We are awaiting their response.
It was reported the floodplain survey of the
property at the corner of Caldwell Mill Road and
Cahaba Valley Road has been completed by City Engineer
Frazier Christy. Debris and dirt have been dumped on these
two properties, some of which is on the floodway and floodplain. Some of the property is in unincorporated Shelby
County. County Commissioner Lindsey Allison has been
asked to assist in an effort to have the property owner cor-

Garden Club News
by Lynn Hendricks, President, Indian Springs Garden Club
The Garden Club’s March meeting will be Monday,
March 27, 2006 at 9 a.m. Meet at the Town Hall for a field
trip to Barton’s Greenhouse and Nursery (Wholesaler only)
on Highway 26 in Alabaster. Bring a sack lunch and come
join us to see what goes on in a mass production of plants
for the retail sector.
March begins the serious spring cleanups. Prune and/
or replace sickly rose bushes and change the soil to prevent ‘replant disease’. Also prune evergreens (if needed)
before new growth appears. Deadhead winter annuals for
more and healthier blooms.
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rect this problem. ISV Attorney Russ Allison suggested
we refer this problem to an attorney who deals with this
kind of situation.
Guercio requested volunteers for the upcoming
Easter Egg Hunt. Parents are urged to contribute some time
to this wonderful program.
There was discussion regarding the firm we plan to
use for the 2005 city financial audit. A decision will be
made shortly.
Meeting was adjourned on a motion by Zerkis.
Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Church, Town Clerk

a schedule of fees for various zoning applications. The
council then made a minor change to the proposed
changes. Stauss made a motion to suspend the rules so
that the amendment and schedule of fees could be considered. The motion was seconded by Guercio. The vote was
unanimous. A motion to accept the recommendations of
the Planning and Zoning Commission, with a minor change,
was made by Guercio, seconded by Robins. The
amendment and new ordinance were adopted unanimously.
Wyatt presented an annexation of the property owned
by Robert and Maryanne Vaughan at 64 Red Stick Road.
Guercio made a motion to suspend the rules to consider the
annexation request. The motion was seconded by Robins.
Stauss made a motion that the annexation request be
honored and it was seconded by Robins. The annexation
ordinance was adopted unanimously.
There was discussion regarding existing utility
franchise agreements with ISV.
Zerkis reported Shelby County is preparing a lawsuit against Messrs Maddox regarding floodway and
debris violations at their properties located at and near the
corner of Caldwell Mill Road and Cahaba Valley Road.
We are continuing to discuss legal actions to be taken by
ISV with our town attorney, Russ Allison.
Zerkis will meet with several other Shelby
County municipalities on Wednesday, February 8 to
discuss animal control issues.
Stauss reported there will be a work session of the
Annexation Committee on Thursday, February 9. An
announcement of this meeting had been previously posted.
Meeting was adjourned on a motion by Zerkis.
Respectfully submitted,
Shirley Church, Town Clerk

Town Council Meeting
February 7, 2006
The Indian Springs Village Town Council met on
Tuesday, February 7, 2006, at 7:00 p.m. at the Indian
Springs Village Town Hall.
Town Clerk Shirley Church called the roll and
noted the presence of Mayor Steve Zerkis, Council Members Herb Robins, Brenda Bell-Guercio, Brian Stauss and
Jack Mendel. Also present were Chief Financial Officer
Paul Stephens, Assistant Town Clerk Jim Wyatt, Administrative Assistant Bart Trammell, and Planning and Zoning
Chairman Wayne Jones.
The Town Council Minutes of January 3, 2006 were
accepted as amended on a motion by Zerkis, seconded by
Stauss. The Town Council Minutes of January 17, 2006
were accepted on a motion by Zerkis; seconded by Stauss.
The December 2005 financial report was approved on a
motion by Mendel, seconded by Guercio.
Robins discussed lighting of the town entrance signs
on Highway 119. The council recommended that Robins
purchase one solar light to test to determine if this will be
an effective way to light the signs. Zerkis will also talk
with Alabama Power to determine the availability of power
in the vicinity.
Zerkis reported the painting of the interior of the
Town Hall had been completed.
Zerkis announced the auditor for the Town has been
selected. He and Paul Stephens will meet with them shortly
to discuss their schedule for the FY 2005 audit.
ISV Villager Betty Michels suggested the town
council consider striping the front, side and rear steps and
also building handrails at the front and side steps.
ISV Villager Nora Boyett reported that the Adopt-AMile sign on Highway 119 was missing. Robins will contact Gary Ray regarding its replacement.
Jones discussed the Planning and Zoning
Commission’s recommended changes to the present
zoning ordinance and the proposed ordinance establishing

Adopt-A-Mile Cleanup
Planned This Month
by Brian Stauss, Council Member
On Saturday, March 11th, the City of Indian Springs Village will join Our Lady of the Valley Catholic Church and
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints for a mega
cleanup effort along Highway 119. Each organization has
responsibility for keeping one mile of Highway 119 clean.
Our goal is to clean the entire length of Highway 119 within
our city limits on March 11th. The ISV cleanup will organize at the Town Hall and begin at 9:30 a.m. If you
would like to help, please email me at
brian@indianspringsvillage.org or call at 987-9997.
Wouldn’t it be great if all roads in the City could be cleaned
up as well on March 11th? Well, they can! Please take a
few minutes on March 11th and pick up the trash on the
road frontage along your own property.
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Indian Springs Village
Financials - First Four Months of Fiscal Year

13th Annual Indian Springs Village
Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, April 15, 2006 - 3:00 p.m.
Indian Springs Village Town Hall

All children through the age of 12
are invited! Bring your own baskets,
and be ready to hunt for eggs, trinkets,
candy & CASH PRIZES!
In case of rain, please stop by
between 3 & 5 to pick up a
“Goody Bag”

VOLUNTEERS ARE STILL NEEDED to help with the Easter Egg Hunt.
Contact Brenda Bell-Guercio at 987-2581.

Sadie Fund Requests Donations
submitted by Alison Stigers, Board Member
The Sadie Fund for Abandoned Animals was founded by Meadow Brook resident Sue Cassavoy in 1998, with its original
focus on a spay/neuter program. With the advent of similar programs at many local shelters, the board of directors of the Sadie
Fund met and decided to change direction. Now the resources of the Fund will be used to pay for emergency care for
abandoned or stray animals whose adoptive owners have limited funds to pay for such necessary care. The program will be
implimented through the Caldwell Mill Animal Clinic. If you are in need of help from the Sadie Fund, Caldwell Mill’s
number is 991-7986; you will be required to supply some basic information to help determine need.
With this new mission in place, the Sadie Fund would appreciate any donations to help keep this program fully funded.
The board of directors of the Sadie Fund are volunteers so every dollar donated goes directly to the care of in-need animals.
If you would like to make a donation please send it to: Suzanne Cassavoy, 2328 Ridge Trail, Birmingham, AL 35242. The
board of directors would like to thank you for your help with this worthwhile program.
Page 5

Emmett Wood Cloud

Chief’s Corner

died Friday, February 3, 2006 at the age of 93. He was born on October 26,
1912 in Florence, Alabama to Dr. Robert and Sally Wood
Cloud. Later the family moved to Birmingham where Dr.
Cloud entered into medical practice. Emmett graduated
from Ensley High School and Birmingham- Southern College. Following graduation Emmett was active in the Alabama National Guard Cavalry which later became the antiaircraft unit of the 104th AAA AW Batallion at Camp
Stewart, GA. During WWII, as a 2nd Lt, he was sent overseas where he served in Australia and New Guinea. In 1944
be received the Bronze Star for capturing 6 Japanese soldiers. Later he was promoted to the rank of captain. Following the war, Emmett returned to Birmingham and entered the real estate business as a salesman with Byrd Realty. During that time he was instrumental in developing
Vestavia Hills. In 1951 he started Emmett Cloud Realty
Company and over the next 40 years he was instrumental
in developing many subdivisions including Mountain
Woods Park, Vestavia Lake, Vesthaven, and Tanglewood.
Later he developed property in Shelby County and on Lay
Lake. In 1995, be was recognized by the mayor of Vestavia
Hills for his real estate development in Vestavia and conceiving the idea of a Dogwood Festival. Throughout his
life, Emmett was an avid horseman and was actively involved in furthering equestrienne activities in the Birmingham area. He is survived by his wife of 67 years, Margaret
Bransford Cloud, and his brother Louis D. Cloud (Harriet)
and eleven nieces and nephews: Holt Cloud(Gretchen),
Margaret C. Balch (Eason), Catherine Redwine (Duane
Eitenmiller), Robert E. Cloud II (Betsy), Harriet Cloud
(Rodrigo Monsalve), William Cloud (Kim), Charles D.
Cloud (Cindy), Amy C. Howser (John), Frances Oster, Sally
O. Jones, and Emmett Oster. He is also survived by 20
great nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by
his parents Dr. and Mrs. Robert Cloud and his sister Sara
Frances C. Oster. Services were held at St. Peter’s Catholic Church on Monday, February 5, 2006 at 11:00 a.m. with
visitation at 10:00 am. Burial followed at Elmwood Cemetery. Arrangements were made by John’s Ridouts Valley
Chapel in Homewood, AL, 205-879-3420. (Reprinted from
Birmingham News)

by Michael O’Connor, Chief, North Shelby County Fire
and Emergency Medical District
I would like to talk about a few things that you can do to
help us do our job better.
1. Can the fire department/sheriff’s deputy/ambulance
see your house/business street numbers from the road?
All the firefighters are required to take territory exams, so they know the streets, and probably your
house/business number. But, being able to see the
numbers and confirm that this is right address is of
great assistance to the firefighters.
2. Speaking of getting to your house, the paramedics,
as you know, respond on a fire engine for a medical
call, and some of you have really long driveways.
Does the fire engine have an access problem at your
house?
3. Do you know CPR? Are you aware that most CPR is
performed on a loved one? Do you know that the
North Shelby Fire District teaches CPR at Fire Station #2 on the first and third Monday of every month?
Do you know CPR? Call the fire station at 991-6439
and learn, or access our website for more information – www.northshelbyfire.com
4. Did you know that, according to the National Fire
Protection Association, 50% of all fatalities nationally occur in structures with a non-functioning smoke
detector? Did you realize you could cut your risk of
dying in a fire by making sure you change the batteries in your smoke detector when you change the
clocks? When was the last time you changed the
batteries in your smoke detector?
5. 80 % of all fire district calls are medically related. If
you call us for assistance, it helps the paramedics to
have a list of the medications that you are currently
taking, as well as your doctor’s name and desired
hospital to which you wish to be transported.
Finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t touch on the simple
fact that a good majority of the calls the fire district responds to are preventable. Except for accidents, most fatalities at the turn of the 20th century were due to externally induced causes. Most fatalities at the turn of the 21st
century, again with the exception of accidents, were caused
by life-style choices. We are all products of the choices we
make in our lives.
What choices have you made lately?
Till next time…

(Editor’s Note: Ruth Goodwyn submitted this obituary with
this comment: “This realtor was very instrumental in developing Indian Springs, and lived here, I believe, in the house now
owned by Bob and Norma Roberts.A lot of people in Indian
Springs bought their land from him, particularly those on
Highgate Hill. I remember when the only things located between Highway 31 and Indian Springs School were sorghum
cane fields, Emmett Cloud Realty, and an old home occupied
by the highway department.)
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“The Fantasticks”
at North Shelby Library

North Shelby Children’s/Teen
Department March Happenings

submitted by Carol Farr, Director

by Tess Bouvier, North Shelby Library Children’s & Young
Adult Librarian

South City Theatre will present the musical “The
Fantasticks” on April 1, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. at the North
Shelby Library, located at 5521 Cahaba Valley Road.
Tickets are $20.00 each. There will be a buffet dinner at
6:00 p.m. Please call 439-5555 for information. Tickets
are available at the library or you can charge by phone.

Indian Springs Student
Achieves Top ACT Score
by Shelby S. Hammer, Director of External Affairs and
Financial Aid, Indian Springs School
Jenna Caldwell, left,
daughter of Harry
and Carol Caldwell
of Indian Springs,
Alabama, and a junior at Indian Springs
School was the only
college-bound student in Alabama,
and one of only 23
nationwide,
to
achieve a 36, the highest possible composite score, on the
December 2005 national test administration of the ACT.
About 15,000 Alabama students, and 378,000 from across
the nation, completed the ACT college-entrance exam on
December 10, 2005.
The ACT consists of tests in English, mathematics, reading and science. Each test is scored on a scale of 1-36, and
student’s composite score is the average of the four test
scores. For purpose of comparison, the average composite
score for the national high school graduating class of 2005
was 20.9. Some students also take ACT’s optional Writing Test, but the score for that test is reported separately and is not included in the ACT composite score.
In a letter recognizing this exceptional achievement, ACT
chief executive officer Richard L. Ferguson pointed out that
Jenna should have a choice of the widest possible range of
future educational options. ACT scores are accepted
by virtually all U.S. colleges and universities.

Send In Your Recipes!

Visit our website www.northshelbylibrary.org for more details or call 439-5504 or email nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org!
Special Programming:
* Tuesday, March 21 at 2:00- “American Girls Adventure”
Meet Samantha and her friends for a Birthday Tea! Join her
for games, tea and a craft! Listen as she shares some of her
amazing adventures with you! Be dressed for a party, and bring
your own American dolls to show. Grades 1-4. Registration
Required. Limit: 30.
For All Ages:
*Wednesday, March 1st at 10:45 – Happy Birthday Dr.
Seuss!!! Come and help us celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday with
stories, singing, birthday cake and a very SPECIAL surprise
guest!
*Tuesday, March 14 at 4:30– “St. Patrick’s Day Craft” We
will be making windsocks with construction paper, glitter and
streamers. You may even find some gold among the materials!! Registration Required.
*Monday, March 20 at 2:00—Movie Monday -“Shrek!”. Do
you like fairy tales? Do you like Big green monsters and silly
donkeys? If you like all of these things, than come and see
Shrek at the library! (1 Hour and 33 Minutes-PG).
Teen Zone
*Thursday, March 23rd @ 5 p.m. – “Teen Book Group” Do
you think that Book Discussion Groups are only for adults?
No way! How would you like to meet people your age, read
books that YOU find interesting and eat pizza?! Call or email
Tess—439-5504 or nsyouth@shelbycounty-al.org to register.
*February YA Pick: The Amulet of Samarkand by Jonathan
Stroud. Visit our Teen website for more information about this
mysterious and magical tale.
*Participate in our MONTHLY YA PICK! Suggest one of
your favorite YA books and we will buy some copies for the
library and have them ready for you all to check out! If we
pick your book to display, you’ll receive a cool gift as a thank
you for your help!
~Regular Programming~
Mondays, March 6, 13 and 20
Toddler Tales @ 10:30 & 11:30 am
For ages 24-36 months. Registration required. You can
call the library at 439-5504 to sign-up. You may begin registration the last Monday of the month for the following month
of programs.
Wednesdays, March 8, 15, 22 and 29
Mr. Mac (Storyteller Extraordinaire!) @ 10:45 a.m.
All ages.
Thursdays, March 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30
P. J. Story time @ 7 p.m.
All ages.

Do you have a recipe of which you’re especially fond? Would
you like to share it? If you would, please email it to
villagevoice@indianspringsvillage.org or fax it to 980-0408
and it will be printed in an upcoming Village Voice when
space permits!
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Special Equestrians at Indian Springs School
Celebrates 20th Anniversary
On Tuesday, February 21st, the Special Equestrians handicapped horseback riding program celebrated twenty years serving the Birmingham community. Hundreds of children and adults have benefited from this effective source of physical
and emotional rehabilitation. The program provides Hippo-therapy, physical therapy on horseback, for physically
and mentally handicapped individuals. Many go further, and achieve the ability to ride on their own and compete in the
sport of riding.
The celebration was held at the Wynfrey Hotel. Over 200 students, volunteers, board members, and sponsors enjoyed a
delicious buffet, a great band, and a slide show of photographs taken over the last 20 years. The keynote speaker was ISV
resident Rita Mendel, who founded the program, and continues in an active role on the organization’s board of directors.
ISV citizens who wish to volunteer their services or donate to this worthwhile program should contact program director
Kathy Claybrook at 205-987-WHOA.

Left: Ruth Smith, present board member and her son, Paul, who has
ridden in the program for many years. Above: Program volunteer
Tom Mulrooney, and John Millhouse, former student of the Special
Equestrians program..

Building Permits
submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer
Applicant

Owner

Address

Proposed Use

Alan Mitchell
Alan Mitchell – PEAK, Inc.
KAM Construction or Clearwater Pools
Billy Ball

5212 Caldwell Mill Road

Addition of a drive through

648 New Hope Mountain

Mr.& Mrs. Jackie Wallace Same
Robert S. Grant
Same
David and Karen’s Joint Venture, LLC.
Harold and Elizabeth Swain
Massey Corporation
Jeff and JoAnne Marsch

Jasmine Hill Road

RoadArbor/Gazebo-decking,
stone walls and pool
New home
New home.

Keith Johnson

419 Miller Circle
Residence - Remodel
Parcel ID: 10-8-28-0-001-028.013
Outbuilding - Garage
Robert James & Lorrain Cerfolio 260 Cahaba Oaks Trail
Residential addition
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