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INDIAN SPRINGS VILLAGE
TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, March 15, 2016 7:00 p.m.
Agenda
I. Mayor/Council/Committee Reports
II. Ordinances and Resolutions
III. Citizen’s Forum
Indian Springs Village Telephone
Directory Number is 982-1755
For Town Hall Reservations please
contact Amy Easton.
Email: isvtownhallres@charter.net
Website: www.indianspringsvillage.org
EDITOR’S NOTES
The Village Voice is the official organ of Indian
Springs Village, AL, established October 16, 1990.
The mission of this newsletter is to foster a spirit of
community and co-operation. It is the vehicle for
reporting the monthly deliberations of the mayor
and council in town council meetings; additionally
it provides these officials and other Villagers a
means of communicating – it is a “voice.”
The Village Voice is published the second week of
each month. Articles for the March edition should
be submitted by March 24, 2016. All materials
submitted for publication may be edited, including
letters to the editor, which must be signed and give
writer’s address and phone number: All opinions
expressed in this newsletter are those of the
authors of articles.
Address letters to the editor and news items to:
Leigh Whatley, Editor
5301 Mountain Park Drive
Indian Springs Village, AL 35124
Tel: 205.238.5924 or
email: leighwwhatley@gmail.com.

Editor’s Appreciation:
Mildred Wyatt for the masthead drawing. Although
Mrs. Wyatt has passed away, this acknowledgement
will continue in honor of the contributions of Mrs.
Wyatt and her family to The Village Voice and the
town of Indian Springs Village.

Indian Springs Village, Alabama

March 7, 2016

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR
I am excited to let you know that plans are going forward
for the first season of our Indian Springs Farmers Market.
A Board and Manager have been established and vendors
are being sought. We are grateful to the Indian Springs First
Baptist Church for graciously agreeing to be the site of our
Community Market.
The Market will be open each
Saturday from 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. beginning the last Saturday
of May, May 28, running through September 30. Of course,
volunteers are not only welcome, but needed. Anyone
interested should contact the Market Manager, Amber Ross
at ambersutton04@gmail.com.
I want to pass along a warning received from the County
Drug Free Coalition as well as some of our local law
enforcement agencies concerning a substance call Kratom.
This is sold at gas stations and convenience stores and is
marketed as an herbal supplement to reduce pain, anxiety,
and depression. It is packaged in small bottles similar to
the 5-Hour Energy Shots. Some young people have
purchased it thinking they were buying an energy drink.
This substance is addictive and has been referred to as
“synthetic heroin.” Please research this and talk to your
children about the dangers of this substance.
I really do not have anything else to report. I would say to
go vote, but by the time this comes out, Super Tuesday will
be over! So I had a thought that might prove interesting for
the future issues. I would like to invite you to email any
questions you have in care of the Town Hall, and I will try to
answer a few each time. Admittedly, I will probably answer
the ones I know the answer to first! However, I will
sincerely try to find answers to those other question as well.
Sincerely,
Brenda Bell-Guercio

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

January 19, 2016

February 2, 2016

The Indian Springs Village Town Council met Tuesday,
January 19, 2016. Mayor Bell-Guercio called the meeting
to order at 7:00 P.M. Boy Scout, David Lether led the
Pledge of Allegiance. The Town Clerk called the roll and
all council members were present.
The minutes of January 5, 2016 were reviewed and
accepted as written.
Councilman Mendel presented the Financial Report
for December 31, 2015. Mendel moved to endorse the
report and Councilman Trammell seconded. The vote
was unanimous.
Frazier Christy, Town Engineer was in attendance and
answered additional questions concerning the proposed
Storm Water Management Plan which is required for the
Town’s pending Phase II MS4 permit (Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer System). The Phase II permit is
required by ADEM (Alabama Department of
Environmental Management) for all storm water
discharges from small municipalities in an effort to
protect water quality by reducing the discharge of
pollutants in storm water. Discussion and questions
concerning the proposed Erosion Control and
Sedimentation Ordinance was directed to Mr. Christy.
Mr. Christy noted that all corrections had been made to
the document and was ready to be posted and the public
hearing will be February 16th.
Bell-Guercio informed the Council that John Strozier
and Ralph Bodie agreed to be reappointed to the Zoning
Board of Adjustment effective February 26, 2016 for a
three year term. Alison Stiger also agreed to be
reappointed to the Planning and Zoning Committee
effective February 26, 2016 for a six year term. Robins
made a motion to accept these appointments and Mendel
seconded. The vote was unanimous.
Bell-Guercio presented a letter written to a resident for
the purpose of cleaning up the property. The Council
agreed the letter should be sent.
Purchasing and installing Christmas decorations to the
telephone poles in ISV were discussed as a possibility for
next year. Additional, investigation needs to be done and
will be reviewed at another meeting.
Bell-Guercio adjourned the meeting at 8:15 P.M.

The Indian Springs Village Town Council met Tuesday,
February 2, 2016. Mayor Bell-Guercio called the meeting
to order at 7:00 P.M. Following the Pledge of Allegiance
the Town Clerk called the roll and all council members
were present except Councilperson Kathryn Harrington.
The minutes of January 19, 2016 were reviewed and
accepted as written.
Fire Chief Tyler requested that the Council consider
the purchase of a Knox Box. The box contains keys to the
facility and the fire department is able to enter the
building in an emergency without breaking down doors.
If there is an alarm but not an actual fire, it could prevent
damage to the building. Tyler also explained that the fire
department will be involved with the sheriff’s office in
“active shooter” training in the near future. This program
will train the fire department to assist the sheriff in an
emergency situation.
Deputy Sheriff Lee Stockman reported a quiet month
except for wrecks and rounding up a wayward horse.
Fortunately Councilman Mendel came to the rescue with
needed horse paraphernalia.
PAZ Chairman Wayne Jones reported a PAZ meeting is
scheduled March 5th and notices will go out.
Councilman Herb Robins reported he had been in
touch with Mark Burns in regard to the new storage
facility. He will have conceptual design revisions ready
for the next council meeting. Frazier Christy, Town
Engineer, will have elevation survey work performed next
week.
Councilman Trammell explained the complications of
annexation of property located on Valleydale Road;
however the council felt it was worth continued research.
Town Clerk, Joan Downs, reported she has been in
contact with Alabama Power with regard to hanging
Christmas decorations on power poles. Alabama Power
advised there would not be a problem. She has also been
in touch with a company that will lease, install, and store
decorations. A meeting will be set shortly and results
presented to council.
Downs also reported that business license revenues
have exceeded budget projections.
Bell-Guercio adjourned the meeting at 7:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted:
Joan Downs, Town Clerk

Respectfully submitted:
Joan Downs, Town Clerk
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Trammell made a motion to accept Ordinance 2016-002
as presented, Robins seconded and the vote was
unanimous.
Bell-Guercio requested that the Town Hall Rules
should include the following: “A resident or specific
group cannot hold more than one active reservation at a
time”. The Council agreed.
Trammell also reminded the Council the Statement of
Economic Interest is due April 1.
Bell-Guercio adjourned the meeting at 8:10 P.M.

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
February 16, 2016
The Indian Springs Village Town Council met Tuesday,
February 16, 2016. Mayor Bell-Guercio called the meeting
to order at 7:00 P.M. Micah Allen, Boy Scout Troop 533,
led the Pledge of Allegiance. The Town Clerk called the
roll and all council members were present except
Councilperson Kathryn Harrington and Councilman Jack
Mendel.
The minutes of February 2, 2016 were reviewed and
accepted as written.
The Town Clerk reported that the Zoning Board of
Adjustment will hold a public meeting February 23, 2016,
6:30, at the Town Hall to hear a variance request for Lot
8, Indian Gate with regard to moving setbacks for
proposed home construction.
PAZ Chairman Wayne Jones reported a PAZ public
meeting is scheduled March 5th in regard to two subdivision requests.
Deputy Lee Stockman reported two thefts of property
events for the month of December.
The Storm Water Management Plan was reviewed and
minor changes made. Councilman Trammell made a
motion to accept the SWMP as presented and revised.
Councilman Robins seconded the vote and the vote was
unanimous.
The Erosion Control and Sedimentation Ordinance
was reviewed and discussed. Due to the number of
changes in the Ordinance, Robins made a motion to
continue the hearing until March 1, 2016 council meeting.
The vote was unanimous.
Trammell presented Ordinance 2016-001 an
Annexation Petition for 920 and 923 Copena Drive.
Trammell made a motion to suspend the rules and vote
on the ordinance. Robins seconded and the vote was as
follows:
Bell-Guercio - yea
Robins
- yea
Stauss
- yea
Trammell
- yea
Trammell made a motion that Ordinance 2016-001 be
accepted as presented, Stauss seconded and the vote was
unanimous.
Additionally, Trammell presented Ordinance 2016002 an Annexation Petition for 2370 Cahaba Valley Road.
Trammell made a motion to suspend the rules and vote
on the ordinance. Robins seconded and the vote was as
follows:
Bell-Guercio - yea
Robins
- yea
Stauss
- yea
Trammell
- yea

Respectfully submitted:
Joan Downs, Town Clerk

SPECIAL TOWN COUNCIL
MEETING
February 23, 2016
The Indian Springs Village Town Council met Tuesday,
February 23, 2016. Mayor Bell-Guercio called the meeting
to order at 7:30 P.M. All council members were present.
Three members of the newly established ISV Farmers
Market Board were present and presented estimated
needs and budget for the opening season. They answered
questions and after further discussions, Mendel made a
motion to suspend the rules, seconded by councilman
Robins, the roll call vote was unanimous. Mendel then
made a motion, seconded by Harrington to budget $8000
for initial set up of an ISV Farmers Market for 2016. The
vote was 5 to 1 with Trammell opposed.
The meeting was adjourned 8:20 P.M.
Respectfully submitted:
Joan Downs, Town Clerk

eVillage Voice
Have The Village Voice delivered to
your email! Please forward your
name, address and email address to:
myvillagevoice@yahoo.com. Sign up
now to make sure you don’t miss any
future issue.
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ZONING BOARD OF
ADJUSTMENT MEETING

VILLAGE NEWS
by BJ Scharath

February 23, 2016
Board Present:
Jane Martin, Ralph Bodie, Bruce
Monical, John Strozier, Hub Harrington
Applicant: Zack Lalor

Do you like to buy fresh? If so, there is exciting news for
Indian Springs Villagers. The Village is going to have it’s
very own Farmer’s Market this year! The Farmer’s
Market will be located in the parking lot of the Indian
Springs First Baptist Church located on Hwy 119 starting
the last Saturday in May and running until end of
September. Each Saturday from 8-12, local vendors will
be selling a variety of locally grown produce. Check out
the Indian Springs Village Farmer’s Market on Facebook
for more information.

This meeting commenced at 6:46 P.M. The minutes from
the last meeting of November 5, 2014 were approved. A
motion to approve was made by Bruce Monical and
seconded by Ralph Bodie.
The applicant explained to the Board his request to move
the house to the right with a 15’ setback to eliminate the
need for the retaining wall. The ordinance for Indian
Springs mandates a 20’ setback. The requested setback
originates at the foundation of the house not the edge of
the soffits.

According to Farmer’s Market Manager Amber Ross, the
Village is hoping to start with 10 vendors. Amber is
currently seeking interested vendors who would like to
sell farm raised vegetables and fruits, jams and jellies,
and other locally produced food items. If you know of
anyone who might be interested, they should contact the
Market Manager, Amber Ross at 205-563-4587.

The town engineer reviewed the application prior to the
meeting and discussed it with Jane Martin per telephone.
He recommended that it be approved because it was a
reasonable request and without any objections from
adjoining neighbors. Hub Harrington also voiced that it
was a reasonable request and cost effective for the
applicant.

23rd Annual ISV

Herb Robbins (an attendee) suggested that the applicant
contact the builder, Mr. John Powell about any covenants
that might conflict with the applicant’s request. To date
Mr. Powell has not handed over any HOA to the existing
houses and will not until all the lots are built on. Indian
Sprints does not enforce covenants. It is the applicant
and owners who need to be cognizant of their covenants.
However as a courtesy, the applicant will be given a copy
of the minutes and will also give Mr. Powell a copy.

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday, March 26, 2016 3:00 p.m.

INDIAN SPRINGS

Ralph Bodie made a motion to accept the variance as
presented and Hub Harrington seconded that motion. All
were in favor of the motion.

VILLAGE TOWN HALL

No other business was discussed.
The meeting was adjourned 7:10 P.M.

All children through the age of 12 are

Respectfully submitted:
Jane Martin

invited! Bring your own baskets and
be ready to hunt for eggs, trinkets,
candy and cash prized!
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Volunteers are still needed!
Call Margie Robins at 205-980-9217 and give

SEVEN INDIAN SPRINGS SCHOOL
SENIORS NAMED FINALISTS IN
2016 NATIONAL MERIT
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

CLUB VEERS FROM
GARDENING TO SEWING AT
RECENT MEETING
by Ruth Goodwyn, Publicity Chair, Indian Springs
Garden Club

Seven Indian Springs School seniors have been named
Finalists in the 61st annual National Merit Scholarship
Program.
McKenna Barney ’16, Ashlynn Berry ’16, Claire Chen
’16, Daun Lee ’16, Michael O’Malley ’16, Rob Pulliam ’16,
and Cheska Romero ’16 were selected based on their
achievements on the 2014 Preliminary SAT/National
Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT), high
SAT scores, strong academic performance in grades 9-12,
extracurricular and volunteer achievements, and personal
essay.
The distinction places them in a group of about 15,000
students nationwide (representing less than 1% of
graduating seniors) competing for 7,400 National Merit,
corporate-sponsored, and college-sponsored awards to be
presented later this spring based on their abilities, skills,
and accomplishments.
“We are proud of these high-achieving students and
delighted to see their hard work, dedication, and
exceptional abilities celebrated through this prestigious
recognition,” says ISS Director Gareth Vaughan.
Indian Springs School is a national leader in coed
boarding and day education in grades 8- 12. Founded in
1952 and located just south of Birmingham, the school
seeks to develop in students a love of learning, a sense of
integrity and moral courage, and an ethic of participatory
citizenship. For more information, please visit
IndianSprings.org.

Instead of hearing a topic on gardening, the Indian
Springs Garden Club members watched a demonstration
on how to make sweatshirt sweaters at the Feb. 25
meeting at the Town Hall, beginning at 6:30 p.m.
After a devotional by Eleanor Bennett, President Liz Alosi
turned the program over to new member Judy Goodwin,
who demonstrated how to make sweatshirt sweaters,
showing how to make each one creatively unique. She
brought with her several of her own creations for sale.
Following Judy's demonstration, plans for the rest of the
year were discussed, and the group recognized Mickey
Farmer as the incoming president beginning in May.
Nola Stans brought blueberry crisp and ice cream and
Robin Morris brought red velvet cupcakes--all delicious-for everyone to enjoy.
The March 24 meeting at the Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. will be
about caring for hydrangeas by Martha Aldridge of
Aldridge Gardens in Hoover. She will also be bringing
hydrangeas to sell.

BUILDING PERMITS
submitted by Frazier Christy, Town Engineer

Applicant: Advanced Electrical
Owner: Robert Cerfolio
Address: 280 Cahaba Oaks Tr
Proposed Use: Replace Electrical Panel
Applicant: Blair Remodeling
Owner: Bruce and Cathleen Wheatly
Address: 212 Cahaba Oaks Tr
Proposed Use: Re-roof
Applicant: Pinkerton’s Electric
Owner: Kerry Kline
Address: 790 Miller Circle
Proposed Use: Generator Installation
Applicant: Mastec Network Solutions
Owner: Crowne Castle
Address: 5478 Caldwell Mill Road
Proposed Use: Replace AT&T Antenna

Photo: Indian Springs School’s 2016 National Merit
Finalists (left to right): Ashlynn Berry ’16, McKenna
Barney ’16, Cheska Romero ’16, Michael O’Malley ’16,
Claire Chen ’16, Rob Pulliam ’16, and Daun Lee ’16
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TALES FROM THE HALL…
by BJ Scharath
I made a fatal mistake! I suggested to Joan Downs
that our village newspaper have a series of articles
about the people who lead our village in their various
official capacities and lo and behold, I was asked to
follow through on my own suggestion. Imagine that!

Since the position of mayor is an unpaid position, I
was curious why she was interested in being mayor.
She stated after retiring from her medical practice, she
wanted to give back to the village. She spent 8 years
serving as a councilwoman before becoming mayor
and considers her life to be blessed to have time to
spend with her grandchildren and give back to the
village at the same time. When I asked her what was
one of the best things that has happened while she has
been mayor, she stated that working with the Shelby
County Mayor’s Roundtable was something she was
particularly pleased about. The Roundtable, about 4
years old, serves as a forum for Shelby county mayors
to all meet together on a quarterly basis. She was
especially pleased that the focus of the group was on
creating a positive collaborative working relationship
between mayors and not individual cities and towns to
the exclusion of others. Lastly, I asked her what she
saw as the most pressing future needs facing the
village. She directed me to read the Comprehensive
Plan posted on the village website (I have), and went
on to say that one of her greatest concerns was how to
get more and younger people involved and
participating in Council activities and various Boards
of the village to protect and preserve the unique
governmental structure of the village. We really do
have a unique form of city government that harkens
back to the days of old, when people volunteered their
time to serve and protect a gathering of people and do
it for no salary. She inspired me to attend a couple of
council meetings in the upcoming months! Anyone
else want to join me?

Although I have lived in Indian Springs and been
proud to call it home for many years, I have mostly
taken for granted the ability to live “the country life”
within steps of bigger cities like Pelham and
Birmingham, while being at the back door of Oak
Mountain State Park. And I’m sure I’m not the only
one. So, read on with me and share my journey to
discover some of the movers and shakers of Indian
Springs Village. I thought it appropriate to start with
our Mayor, and each month will write about a different
Village “official” as a way of learning not only how our
Village functions, but who the people are behind the
titles.
Brenda Bell-Guercio is our 4th mayor since the Village
incorporated almost 25 years ago. She is preceded by
our first mayor Hub Harrington, who served two terms
of office, then Gene Weingarten, who served one term
of office, and Steve Zerkis, who served two terms of
office. Each term of office is a 4 year unpaid
commitment.
When I left a message with Ms. Guercio to ask if I
could interview her, I got an immediate phone call
back. We met at her home within hours of my request.
As I stepped through her door, I was greeted by several
barking dogs, all of whom were sleek and well fed,
including one sweet puppy recovering from multiple
surgeries after an almost fatal dog attack. I learned
they were all rescue dogs with stories that broke my
heart and I immediately knew I liked this person.
Brenda told me she was a “little country girl from
Mississippi” who moved to Birmingham in the early
70’s to attend medical school. The very skills and
intelligence that got her through medical school, a
residency, and an active practice in radiology, seem to
be the very same skills with which she leads our Village
(my opinion, not hers). I asked her why she chose to
live in Indian Springs Village she stated that when she
first arrived in Birmingham she dreamed of a house
with enough land in a peaceful setting for dogs and
horses and a place where her children could grow up
surrounded by nature. When she moved to Indian
Springs, she achieved that dream.

I could have stayed
for hours, petting
dogs and talking to
this dynamic woman
with such love for our
valley and passion for
wildlife and spirit of
“giving back”. But we
both had places to be
and things to do. But
what
a
pleasant
afternoon it was.
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OMIS CELEBRATES PLAYGROUND UPGRADES
AND A STRONG PARENT-TEACHER PARTNERSHIP
Enjoying recess on a well-equipped playground can offer
students a wonderful balance to the rigors of their
academic instruction. Through fundraising initiatives
headed up by Oak Mountain Intermediate School’s PTO,
students are now enjoying new equipment as well as
upgrades to some of their long-standing favorites! “I am
very excited to be a part of this project and hope that the
new equipment will be enjoyed by many students for
years to come!”, shared Mrs. Tracie Tommie, parent and
Secretary of the PTO. In support of the identified need to
refurbish existing playground equipment and to continue
to add universally accessible pieces, the PTO fundraised
over $17,000 over the past few years.
“Our playground upgrade was recently completed,
courtesy of our PTO, who never fail to be supportive of all
of the programs here at OMIS,” said PE Coach Mike
Goodwin. “Included in the upgrade were some repairs to
various pieces that were vital to our playground
continuing to meet safety requirements. In addition, we
had some new pieces installed. One, an Omni Spinner,
seems to already be a popular hangout area for the kids.
In short, it is basically a miniature "merry go round" type
piece, with full accessibility for all students. Another
piece is the Tightrope Bridge, allowing kids to work on
balance and upper body strength. Yet another new
addition is a Loop Horizontal Ladder, again giving kids a
fun way to build up upper body strength. As always, we
are grateful to our PTO for their vision and desire to
provide our kids with every possible opportunity to grow
physically, emotionally and academically.”
While engaging students in academic instruction that
promotes depth of thinking, processing, and application
is a priority, there is also value to be found in providing
opportunities for movement and for practicing effective
social skills in different settings. “I see that recess
promotes not only physical health and social growth, but
also cognitive performance,” said Mrs. Wood, OMIS
Teacher of the Year. “Our playground offers students the
opportunity to play, practice effective social skills, and
imagine on their own, outside the walls of the classroom.”
Wood says the positive effects of these experiences can be
seen in the focused energy students put forth in their
academics and in their positive behavior choices.
OMIS Principal, Dr. Pat LeQuier, reflected on the
importance and value of a great working partnership
between parents and educators. “Ours is truly a ParentTeacher organization,” she said. “Together, we identify
our school’s needs, set goals, and get to work. Our

teachers and staff members are so enthusiastic! They
actively participate in fundraising activities organized by
our PTO members who put in countless volunteer hours
to ensure each event is a success. Together, we have taken
on a number of projects that have tremendously
enhanced our learning environments. For example,
portable Chrome Book carts now enable whole classes to
conduct research and engage in innovative classroom
instruction and product development. We also continue
to dedicate funds in support of the upgrades to our
library/media center’s learning environment and e-book
collection, which supports an unlimited number of
students in accessing and reading the same book at the
same time.”
LeQuier expressed how very fortunate she is to work
with parents in identifying areas of need and fundraising
to implement upgrades, such as the playground
equipment, which benefits OMIS students and the
community as well. “Our school has a great partnership
with our local leagues for youth baseball, football, and
cheer. Many years ago, the leagues constructed baseball
fields on our school property. By day, the fields are
available for use by our PE department, teachers and
students. In the evenings and on weekends, the fields and
stands are filled with children and families from our
community and the playground is a favorite of those who
have siblings involved in structured play.” “Ask your child
about their favorite new piece,” said Mrs. Tommie. “I am
sure they would love to tell you about all of the fun
happening on the playground!”
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